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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, ROBERT L. THOMPSON,

of Boulder,in the county of Boulder and State

- of Colorado, have invented a new and Im-
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proved Device for Moving Pianos, of which
the following is a full,clear,and exact descrip-
tion.

My invention consists of a frame or cradle
to be applied to a piano-forte, so that i1t can be
moved with great facility and without danger
of marringor injuring the same, as hereinafter
fully described, and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a square
piano-forte in upright position, having my new
and improved moving cradle or frame applied
thereto. TIfig. 2 is a perspective view of the
body of the piano supported in an edgewise
positionin the cradle, ready to be moved. Iig.
3 is a perspective view, showing the deviee at-
tached to an upright. piano-forte. I'ig. 4 is a
iront elevation of one of the stirrups in which
the piano rests and through which the carry-
ing-bars pass. Fig. disa plan view of a wedge
to be placed above or below the carrying-bars,
in the loopsin the stirrups through which they
pass for raising or lowering the bars, accord-
ing to the heighit of the piano; and Lig.61s a
similar view of a cushioned and stepped block
to be placed between the bars and the body of

the piano to adapt the device to pianos of dif-

ferent sizes.

A A represent twoironstirrup-pieces of suit-

able size and strength, provided with the cast-
ers @ « at their lower corner, and earrying the
cushioned blocks B B, which support the piano-
forte upon its edge in the stirrups. The up-
right pieces of the stirrups are bent at their
npper ends so as to form the loops b b, through

which the carrying-bars D D pass for moving

or carrying the piano. These bars have a se-
ries of holes, ee, made through them, through
which the tie-rods E I pass. These rods are
headed or looped at one end, and are provided
with the thumb-nuts f f at the other for
clamping the carrying-bars together firmly up-
on the pilano.

1 the polished coveror frontof the pianoand one

of the carrying-bars toprotect the polished sur-
face from being scratched or marred by the car-
rying-bar when the nuts fare turned and when
the piano is lifted or moved by the bars.

G representsa wedge of wood, of which there
will be four in numbeér, connected with the de-
viceforadjusting the stirrup and carrying-bars
to pianos of different sizes. These wedges are
of a size to fit in the loops b b of the stirrup,

and for pianos smaller than the medium size

they will be placed in theloop above the carry-
ing-bars; but in case of ordinary and large

sized pianos they will be placed (if used at all)

in the loops below the said bars.

There will be two or more of the stepped
wooden blocks H connected with the device for
filling up the cradle, so that the same will be
applicable to piano-bodies of various depths.

The straight surfaces of these blocks are cush-

ioned, as shown at 2, and the blocksare adapted
to be set in vertical position upon -one or other
of the steps, according to the size of the piano,
upon the carrying-bars, with the straight cush-
ioned surface against the piano. In this man-
ner, by means of the wedges G and stepped
blocks H, the device may be adjusted to suit
pianos of all sizes. When the stepped blocks
H are used the board F will not be used.

In use, if the piano to be moved is a plain

‘square piano, the carrying device is applied to

the body of the piano while the same is 1 up-
right position, as illustrated in Fig. 1. Tbe
piano is then tipped upon its edge, in which
position it rests in the stirrups A A,as shown
in Fig. 2. The legs of the piano may now be
removed and the piano carried fo any place de-
sired with comparative ease and safety by the
carrying-bars. In case the piano to be moved
is an upright piano, the carrying device 1s ap-
plied to the bottom of the piano, as clearly illus-
trated in Fig. 3, and moved in an upright po-
sition. . | . |
I am awarethatarectangular frame mounted
on rollers and provided with side bars which
are secured either in slots of the frame by
wedges or to the sides of the said frame by
pivoted catehes is old, and I therefore lay no
claim to such invention, my invention belng
confined to the precise counstructfion and ar-

F is'a cushioned board, tobe placed between | rangement of parts, whereby I obtain a cheap
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and darable truck, and one in which the bars | 2. Thecombination, withthestirrups A, pro- 13
or handles are made to serve the douable pur- | vided with loops b at their upper ends, of the
pose of handles and means for securing the bars D, the tie - rods I, the nuts f, and the
ano in the track-frame. wedge G, snbstantially as and for the purpose

5 Having thus fully described my invention, | set forth.
what I claim as new, and desu*e to secure by 3. The combmatlon with thestirrups A, pro- 2o
Letters Patent, is— vided with loops b, the bars D, the tie- rods E,
1. The ecom bmatlon with the stirrups A, pro- | and the nuts f, of the wedgesGand the Stepped
vided with loops b at ‘their upper ends, of the | blocks H, substantially as and for the purpose
10 bars D, provided with the holes ¢, the tie-rods | set forth.

I2, ard nuts f, whereby the bars ‘are made to ROBERT LAWRENCE THOMPSON.
serve the doublepurposeof handlesand means Witnesses:
of securing the piano in the stirraps, substan- GEORGE S. (IBSON,

tially as herein shown and described. 1 " FRANK A. LEONARD
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