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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters
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Patent No. 265,464, dated October 3, 1882,
(Model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, REUBEN W. TERRILL, of
Denton, in the cmmty of Denton and State of
Texas, have invented certain nseful Improve-
ments in Book-Rests for Writing Desks and
Tables, of which the following is a full, clear, |
and exact description.

Reference is to be bad to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 1s a plan view of mmy improvement,
the leaves or book-platforms being removed.
IMig.21s a longitudinal section of the improve-
ment taken through the line x o, I'ig.1. Fig.
3 1s a section of a part of the same taken
through the line ¥ y, I'ig. 1.

The object of this invention is to support
record-books upon desks or tables in such po-
sitions that they ean be conveniently used.

The invention consists in a novel construc-
tion and arrangement ot parts, as hereinatter
desecribed. | |

A represents the frame of the book-rest,
which e¢an be slid in beneath the desk or ta-
ble top, or can be stationary, according as it
is to be placed in a side or front position.

B B are two screws, which pass in through
the end bar of the frame A, and their forward
eunds are swiveled to supports U, attached to

~a bloek, D, sccured to the bottom Ii or the

end of the frame A. The swiveled screws B
pass through nuts If, formed upon or attached
to the outer ends of the bars (x, the innerends
of which slide upon a bar, H, attached to the
frame A or bottom IZ. The inner ends of the
sliding bars G are pivoted to the short arms of
two levers, I, which are pivoted to the bar H,
or to supports J, attached to the said bar H.

To the long arms of the levers 1 are pivoted
the innerends of the connecting-rods K, which
extend 1n opposite directions, and the outer
ends of which are pivoied to the widdle parts
of the cross-bars I..

To each end of each cross-bar L, or to a bar,
M, attached to the said end, are attached two
wedge-shaped or douable inclined biocks, N,
the lower inclined sides of which rest upon
the inclined uppersides of two inclined blocks,

so O, attached to the lower part of the side bars |

‘ of the frame A, so that the cross-bars 1 will
be raised as they are drawn in one direction
by turning the serews B forward and will be
| lowered as they are moved in the other direc-
tion by turning the said screws B backward.

Upon the upper inclined sides of the blocks
N rest the lower inclined sides of the blocks
P, attached to the lower side of the end of the
| 'lea,f or platform Q, which platform ( is thusal-
ways in a borizontal position. With this con-
struction, as the cross-bars L are raised and
lowered by operating the screws B the plat-
{ forms Q will be raised and lowered twice as tar
as the said eross-bars L.

1f desired, the upper inclined blocks, P, can
be omitted and the blocks N made with in-
clined lower sides only. In thiscase the plat-
forms @ ean rest upon the cross-bars L, and
will be raised and lowered by and with the
said cross-bars; but I prefer the construction
first desulbed, as it gives the said platforms
a greater and a qulcl{el movement.

To the ends of the platforms (Q are attached
guide-pins R, whichmoveup and down through
vertical grooves S in the inner surfaces of the
side bars of the frame A to cause the said plat-
forms ) to move up and down vertically.

The 1)latf0r111b (Q may be covered with cloth
T or other suitable flexible material, which
can be extepded across the space betwun the
two platforms @, in which case the part of the
cloth between tue platforms should be slack,

as shown in Ifig. 2, to give space for the ba(,L
of the record-book. \Vlth this constluctwn
the platforms can be so adjasted that the ex-
posed pages of the open record-book will be at
the same level however the book be opened.

The movement of the levers I is stopped
when the platforms  have reached their high-
est and lowest points by pins U, attached to
the cross-bar H, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |

1. In a book-rest, the combination, with the
frame A and the platforms , connected to-
gether by flexible material, of the swiveled
screws B, the cross-bars L, theinclined blocks
N O, and the bars G, provided with nuts If at
their forward ends and connected at theirrear
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ends to the said eross-bars by jointed connec-
tions, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

2. In a book-rest, the combination, with the
frame A, provided with the inclined blocks O
and the platform Q, of the swiveled screws B,
the cross-bars L, the inclined blocks N, the
bars G, provided with the nuts If, the levers I,
and the connecting-rods I, substantially as

10 and for the purpose setf forth.
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3. In a book-rest, the combination, with the
cross-bars L, blocks M, provided with inclined

blocks N, of the bars G, the swiveled screws
B, the connecting-rods K, and the levers I,
substantially as herein shown and described.

EUBEN W. TERRILL.

Witnesses:
L. L. ZuMwALT,
DALLAS CLARK.
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