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Lo all whowm it may concern: | stem of each stamp might simply be farnished
Be 1t known that I, HirAM CoDD, a subject { with a disk-shaped head; or,if a more power-
of the Quecen of Great Britain, residing at No. | ful pressure is required, more powerful lever-
05 King William Street, in the city of London, | depressing arrangements than the one shown
5 Lngland, have invented certain new and use- | might be employed for the purpose. The stem z¢
ful improvements in apparatus for stamping | of each stamp passes up through guides in o
letters and other documents with stamps rep- | hollow arm, U/, extending from the top of a cas-
resenting different values, (for which I have | ing, C. Inside the arm each stem has a pin |
recelved Letters Patentin England, No. 1,153, | projecting from it to eome above the end of a
1o dated March 16, 1881, and in France, dated | lever, D, the opposite end of which ean turn 6o
September 16, 1881, No. 144,866,) of which the | freely around an axis or turning shaft, K, which
following is a specification. 1s mounted at an angle to a row of stamps, A,
| The object of the invention is to provide ap- | as shown at Fig. 2, 80 that the arms D are of
' paratus by which letters or other documents | different lengths, as shown. Fixed on this
15 may be stamped with any one or other of a | axis are short arms B, with their ends bent 65
- numberofstampsrepresenting different money | to come below the lever-arms D, so that if any
values, and by which each time that any one | one or other of the lever-arms D is depressed
or other of the stamps is used the money value | the axis shall be caused to turn. On the axis
- of that stamp may be recorded upon one re- | is fixed an arm, B2 This arm, by a link, If, is
zo cording apparatus that is common to all the | conpled to an arm, (+, on an axis, H, concen- 7o
stamps. Ifor this purpose I connect each of | tric with but capable of turning freely inde-
the stamps with a lever or instrumentin such | pendently of a ratchet- wheel. The axis of
a manner that when one of the stamps is caused | this ratchet-wheel carries a pointer in front of
to be impressed on any letter or document it | a circular dial, I. On one end of the axis I
25 shall give sufficient movement to the lever or | is an arm carrying a pawl which engages with yg
instrument to enableit to move the unit pointer | the teeth of the ratchet-wheel. On the other
or wheel of a recording apparatus one distance { end of the axis is an arm attached to a spring,
orunit, denoting, say,a valueof onehalf-penny, | M, by which it is drawn up to a fixed stop.
and 1f another one of the stamps is caused to | The ratchet-wheel has twenty -four teeth, If
30 be impressed it shall give a greater movement | the stam p A 18 pressed down, the ratchet-wheel 8o
to the lever or instrument and record a value, | is turned one tooth ; 1L the stamp A’is turned,
say, of a penny, and so on for any number of | two teeth; if A% three teeth; and if A3, four
stamps used in the apparatus. teeth. The dial I is divided into twenty-four
In the drawings hereunto annexed I bave divisions, each representing ahalf-penny, The
35 shown two ways of arranging apparatus to act dial J is divided into twenty divisions, each 8s
in the above manner. representing a shilling, the dial K into ten di-
Iigure 1 is an end elevation, and Fig, 2 a | visions, each representing one pound, and the
horizontal section on a smaller scale, of one ar- | dial L into ten divisions, each representing
rangement of apparatus, | ten pounds. The axes of the pointers of the
g0  Inthesefigures, A A/ A2 A3are four stamps, | several dials are so geared together that the go
each denoting a different value. -The stamp | pointer of dial J makes one-twentieth of a
A may, for example, be a half- penny stamp, | revolution for each revolution of the pointer
Ay a penny-stamp; A% a penny and a half- | of dial I. The pointer of the dial K makes
penny stamp; A% a two-penny stamp. one-tenth of a revolution for each revolution
45 Any suitable arrangement may be adopted | of the pointer of dial J , and the pointer of the gg
for depressing the stamps. In the arrange- | dial L makes one-tenth of a revolution {or each
ment shown the stem of each stamp is slotted | revolution of the pointer of K.
atitupperend,andalever, B,is passed through Figs. 3 and 4 show-similar views of a modi-
the slot, and by this lever the stamp can be | fication of the above apparatus. In this modi-
50 forced downward; or the upper end of the | fication the axis or turning shaft B is parallel 1co
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with the row of stamps; and the levers D, in | ter operated by said rocking shaft and actu-

place of being mounted on the axis H, are up-

on separate axes, and these axes are at differ-

ent distances from the axis E, as shown, The
levers D are coupled by links to arms that can
turn on the axis E, and these arms, acting

against fixed short arms E/, serve to turn the

axis E whenever anyone or other of the stamps
is depressed. In other respects the apparatus
is the same as deseribed with reference to If1gs.
1 and 2. o

Having thus described the nature of my in-
vention,and the mannerof operatingthe same,
1 would have it understood that I claim—

1. The combination, substantially as herein-
before set forth, of the casing provided with
an overhanging arm, the series of stamps

euided so as to be capable of independent re-

ciprocalion in said arm, the register comimon
to all the stamps, and the intermediate oper-
ating connections, substantially as described,
between said stamps and said register,

2. The combination, substantially as herein-
before set forth, of the casing, a stamp fitted
to reciprocate in said casing, a rocking lever
connected at one end with said stamp and at
the other with a turning shaft, so as to rock
said shaft when the stamp is operated, a regis-

- London, 19th October, 1881

ating connections, substantially as deseribed,
between said turning shaft and said register.

30

3. The combination of the casing, the se-

ries of independent stamps fitted to recipro-

cate in guides in said casing, the independent

lever-connections of said stamps with a turn-
ing axis or shaft, whereby one of sard stamps

35

may be operated without forcing down the

others, the register common to all of said

stamps, so as to register their given value upon
- the operation of each stamp, and the link-con-

nection between said turning shaft and the
pawl-carrier, which actuates the ratchet-wheel
of the register, whereby the rocking of said
axis or shaft through the operation of one of
said stamps causes the given value of said
stamp to be recorded by the register, said coin-
bination being and acting substantially as de-
seribed. |
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