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Be it lmewn ﬂ]db I WNFIELD . BDEBE

' nt Middletown, in the eounty of Middlesex and

10

otate of Ommeeticut, haveinvented a new and
Improved Fire-Liscape, of which the tfollowing
i8 a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention consists of a friction device
by which to descend arope, the friction being
apphed to the rope by a kind of grip consist-
ing of a eouple of studs attached to the side

 spect to a handle attmhed to the dlsk that'

£S5

20

‘when the body of the person issuspended from .

the handle of said disk and another handle of
the case the said studs make short reverse
bends of the rope, and thereby grip it” with
such friction as to insure safe descent.

The invention also comprises a construction

~of the device whereby it can be readily taken
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off the rope to shift it along said rope more
readily than the rope can be drawn through it,
as bereinafter fully deseribed.

Reference is to be had to the acecompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar Jetters of reference indicate cor-
respondmn‘ parts in all the figures,

Ifigure 1is a front elemtron, of myimproved
fire-escape as 1t appearsin the position for use.

TFig. 2 is a rear elevation of the device with
‘the cover removed and with the studs set so

“as to let the rope run free, m}d Fig. 3 1s a sec-

" tion of Fig. 1 on line z .
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ing a circular recess

- said eyelet l)emn slotted through one side and

located 1n the 'peripherj.r of the bloek opposite
the handle C, which hasalongitudinal groove

- for the rope cmncrdmg mth the eyelet, and

‘said handle also has an eye-stud, F, to hook on

a chainattached to a belt to be buchled around
the person at the waist or under the arms.

G is a disk fitted in said recess B on a cen-
ter pivot, 1,-and having the studs H attached
to one sule in a llne crossing theaxisl. Said
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disk also has a handte,, J , and said handle also

has an eye-stud, IY, for hooking on the belt the 5o
same asitis hooked to handle (J This handle
J is so arranged with -respect to the studs H
that whenitisswling down alongside of handle

O the studs will erimp the rope Jetween them,

as shown by the dotted lines, Fig. 1, and thus g3
orip the rope with such bmdmg force as to

enable the person to descend slewly and safely.
The disk G and its studs H are inclosed by the

covers K, between which there is a space, L,
commdmﬂ' with the line of the rope when it is 6o
not er1mped by the studs, asin Fig. 2, so that

‘the rope may be taken out from between the

studs; and the rope may also be taken ouf in
like manner from the groove in handle O to

detach the device from the rope readily, to 65

shift it along the rope, and apply it again,
rather than to pull the rope through the said
device. Yhen the person is suepended from
the handles the studs bend the rope across the
space L, so as to effectually confine 1, and vo

handle J keeps said rope in the groove of

handle C at the same time.
Having thus fully deseribed my invention, I

claim as new and desn:e to secure by Letters

Patent— 75
‘1. The combination of the recessed and han- |

dled block A, studded and handled disk G, and
eorer K, subqtentlallv as described. _
- 2. The aripping device consisting of recessed

‘block A, stud-disk G, cover K, and handles C 8o

J, said handles having eye-studs I, substan-

| tnlly as desecribed.
A represents a block of elreuler form hav- :

, B, in one side, also a
,,h.:wdle, O, pr OJeetmo from its periphery, and
“also an eyelet, D, for the rope E to run through,

3."The recessed block A, having eyelet D -
also grooved handle C, in combination thh
stud-disk G and h.«mdle J, substantially as de- 85

scribed.

4. The recessed block A and handle C, hav-
ing open eyelet D and the groove for the rope,
in combination with stud-disk G-and handle J,
and also with cover K, having slot L, substan- 90

tially as deserlbed
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Wltuesses
GEORGE H. HEDGES
HirAM H. BEEBE.
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