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'RIOKASON STILWDLL OF NEW YORK, l\T Y. ASSIGVOR BY MDS\TL ASSIGN-

MENTS, TO EMELINE C. STILWELL OF SAME PLACE.

- MATERIAL FOR FILLING PILLOWS, MATTRESSES, &o.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No 262,994, dated August 282, 1882

A,pphefttmn ﬁleﬂ J fmuary 2, 1882,

(’\Te epemmene )

To all whom it may J CONCETN. :

Be it known that 1, RICKASON STILWDLL
of the ecity, county, end State of New York
have mvented an Improvement in Materials fm
Filling Pillows, Mattresses, &c., of which the
follewmo* is a specification. . .

The ebJect of this invention is to pr ovlde &
cheap and at the same time a light and useful
filling or stuffing for pillows, beds mattresses,
and the like.

In the practice of my invention I take the

~ downy material which forms the ripened pro-
~ duct of what is commonly known as the ¢ cat-
~ tail flag,” the same being a plant found in very

large quantities in marshes and wet grounds

~ in many portions of the United States and in

other countries, the parts utilized in my said

~invention being the spike, which ordinarily is
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- the central  stem.
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from two to four or five inches in length, and
perhaps three-quarters of an inch in dlemeter,
and composed of short fibers radiating from
These fibers in. bulk are
found in the market uander the name of ¢ cat-
tail.,” - This downy or fibrous material I mix
with cotton in such manner that the fibers of
the downy material and those of thecotfon will
be interposed, as it were,oue between another,
so that the nature of both for the purposes of

.my invention is modified, and a product much

more light and elastic and every way fitted for
the ﬁllmﬂ' of pillows, beds, mattresses, &c., 1s
afforded, end which is not provided by elther
of the meterla,ls separately. 1 take, say, equal
quantities of the cat-tail aforesaid and of or-
dinary commercial cotton and cause them to

pass  simultaneously through an apparatus

which consists essentially of a rotating drum
provided with radial teeth which play between

) ‘corresponding teeth providedupona fixed con-
40

cave. This apparatus being well known to up-
holsterers and others, and often used for the
purpose of ¢ picking hair,” as it is termed;

‘but any other apparatus may be used Whl(i'-h
~ will intermingle the fibers of the two mate-
rials to make them coact, as aforesaid.
_ the two materials are passed together through
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and intermingled with those of the other, the
short and comparatively stiff and elastic fibers
of the cat-tail being interposed between the 5o

long and flexible fibers of the cotton, so as to

support the said fibers of the cotton at an ap-
preciable distance apart, thereby ]pre\"entmg
the same from compacting and compressing
into a dense, hard, and inelastic mass. 55
1t 1s to be observed that while both the cot- |
ton by itself and the cat-tail by itself have the
same property of compacting into a mass coms-
paratively worthless as a filling for pillows and
the like, yet this results from different causes 6o
in the two materials—the cotton from the fexi-
ble and comparative softness of its fibers, and
the cat-tail from the shortness and relatu e
straightness, so to spealk, of its fibers; but
when these two materials are mingled 'what 05
has previously been a defect in one is neutral- |
ized by what has previously been the defect
of the other, and together they produce the en-
tirely unlooked-for and unexpected result of

forming an elastic mass admirably fitted as a 70

substitute for feathers for the purposes herein-
before indicated. Cotton alone may be said

to be absolutely worthless for such purposes,
and the cat-tail is of very inferior value,where-
as the combination of the two, as helembefere 75
explained, produces an artlele for the purpose

substan tlally equal to feathersinpoint of light-

ness, softness, and elasticity, and Incompara-
bly superior thereto in cost of manufacture. -
Theincreased elasticity securedinmyimproved 8o

article as compared with that of the cat-tail
alone is shown by the fact that a pillow which

requires five pounds of the cat-tail to fill 1%

will be filled by two and one-half pounds of
the combined cat-tail and cotton, and the fill- 85
ing, and eonsequentlv the 1)1110W itself, is far
superior in {point of softness and elastlelt},
properties both of which ‘ueessentmlto amar-
ketable pillow.

T do not claim the use of cotton alone or the go

use of cat-tail alone as a filling for pillows,

mattresses, beds, &e., as both of these in their
separate condition are well known for such

the apparatus the fibers of eaeh are eepm ated 1 purposes, end. neither of them possess thechar-




o —

2 . 262,994

acteristiés, properties, or practical utility ex- together 1n such nmnnerthat the properties of

Istent in combination of the two, as hereinbe- | the one for the purposes required are modified 1o
fore described ; but by the properties of the other, substantially as
What I do claim as my invention. and de- | herein set forth. | - |
5 sire to secure by Letters Patent, is— RICKASON STILWELL.
As a new article of manufacture, the mate- Witnesses: |
rial for filling pillows, mattresses, beds, and - THOMAS E. CROSSMAN,
thelike, composed of cotton and cat-tail mingled -~ TaoMAs A. HoPKINS.
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