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To all whom it may concern : -
Be it known that I, WiLLIAM A. HAWKINS,

of Hawkinstown, inthe county of Shenandoah

and State of Virginia, have invented certain
newand useful Improvementsin Gate-Latcbes;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make aud use the
same, reference being had to theaccompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tiomn. -

Iigure 1 is a perspective view, showing my
improved gate-latch in position for operation;
and Iig. 2 is a longitndinal vertical sectional
view of the lateh. -

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts,

This invention relates to an improved lateh
for farm and cther gates and doors; and it con-
sists in certain improvements in the constraoe-
tion of the same which will be hereinafter fully
described, and particularly pointed out in the
claims. | |

A 1n the drawings represents a snitable box
or frame, provided at its front end with a trans-
verse notch or recess, B, and at its rear end
withapairof lugs, CC, between which ishinged

an arm, D, the front end of which carries a-

hook, If, for the receptiqn of which a slot, F, is
provided at the front end of the box. The por-
tion of the frame A below the noteh B has a
recess, (x, to receive the point of the hook.
The under side of arm D is provided near the
front end with a Ing, H, to which is pivoted a
trip-lever, I, extending through a slot, J,in the
box or case. When the arm D is raised said
trip-lever swings forward and is supported on
a part of the frame A below the notch B, thus
supporting the hook 1 in a raised position.

LTI

|

[

The latch may be attached to the end of a
gate, as seen in Fig.1, and a pin, K, be driven
1n the gate-post to engage the hook E. The
arm D may be manipulated by means of a le-
ver, L, pivoted to one of the gate-bars, and

connected with the arm D by a rod, cord, or
chain, M. |
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The operation of my invention will be read-

1ly understood. When the arm I) is raised the
hook K is disengaged from the pin K, and the
gate may be opened.” When the gate swings
shut the pin K strikes the trip-lever I, causing
the arm D to drop, thus latching the gate. 1t
will be seen that but trifling force is required
to do this, thus preventing injury to the gate.

When desited, the latch may be attached to
the gate-post and the pin K to the gate. The
latch, it should also be stated, may be manu-
factured in any suitable manner.

Having thus described my invention, I ¢laim
and desire to secare by Letters Patent of the
United States— | |

1. In a gate-lateb, the combination of the
box or case A, having notch B, recess G, and
slots If J, in combination with the hinged arm
D, having hook E, and pivoted trip-lever I, as
herein shown and specified.

2. The combination of the gate-post having
pin K, the gate having latch provided with
the transversenotch B, and hooked arinD. hav-

ing pivoted trip-lever I, and means for lifting

the said arm D, substantially as herein de-
scribed. .
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM A. HAWKINS.
Witnesses: '
L. TRIPLETT, Jr.,
CHAS. A. R. MOORE.
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