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To all whom it may concern:

be it known that I, CHARLES (. BODMAN,
of De Kalb, De Kalb county, State of Illinois,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Barbed IFence-Wire, of which the following
is a full description, reference being had to the
accompanylng drawings,-in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view showinﬂ' one
form of my improved barb. Fig. 2 is a cross-
section of the same.
showing a second form of my barb. Fig, 418
a cross-section of the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
that class of barbed-wire fences composed of
twisted wires and four-pointed barbs; and 1t
consists essentially in the combination, with
the twisted strands, of four-pointed balbs
each barD consisting of two barb-pieces, both
rectangularly bent, with a loop or eye at the
middle, and placed with one prong of each
piece resting in the eye of the other, and with
one cable-strand passing throngh each eye, as
will be more fully hereinafter deseribed 1n de-
tatl.

In the drawings, a b represent the two
strands of a fence-wire twisted together, the
barbs being applied while these wires are be-

ing twisted.

I have shown two forms of my barb, differ-
ing slightly one from the other in the details
of bending, but both bent and applied to the
main wire so as fo accomplish the desired re-
sult in substantially the same manner. The
first form is shown in IFigs. 1 and 2. This
barb is composed of two pieces of wire, ¢ d.
The piece ¢ 1s bent once around the strand a,
forming a loop, f, at the center, its two endb,
¢ ¢/, standing at right angles to each other and
forming two prongs of the complete barb. The
other piece, d, is bent once around the strand
b, its two ends, b 2/, standing at right angles
to each other, and a loop, ¢, being formed at
the center. The end ¢ of the pilece ¢ passes
through the loop g, and the end 2/ of the piece
d passes through the loop /. Thus not any
of the prongs of the barb are wrapped aronnd
the outside of either of the strands a 0 and
left so that they can be unwound therefrom
either wholly or partly; but.two of the points,
e and h, pass out from between the two strands

¢ b, while the other two pass one through the |

Fig. 3 1s a perspective

1 loop  and the other through the loop ¢. In

the form which I am now describing the two
points e i are side by side and upon the same
side of the barb. The second form is repre-

sented in Ifigs. 3 and 4, and the same letters

are used as have been used to represent and
describe the first form. The only difference
between these two forms is that the point 2
passes out from between the two strands a b
upon the back side of the barb, instead of upon
the front, as in the first form This is pro-
duced by carrying that part of the wire which
forms the loop ¢ first up over the front and

then down behind the point ¢/, instead of first

behind and then down in front thereof, as is
done in the first form.

My inveuntion has many advantages.
point or prong of the barb is hel(l and suap-
ported either by a loop or by and between the
two strands « b and as none of the points or
prongs are upon the outside of the main wires
they cannot be unwound, which frequently hap-
pens when any of the prongs are wound upon
the outside of the main wires, both in hand-
ling rolls of wire before the same is applied
to poqts and after the same has been applied.
A smaller wire ean be used for the barbs than
when the barbs or some of them are on the
outside of the main wire, as the several prongs
are not held in position solely by the strength
of the barb-wire. The barb cannot rotate on
the main wire; neither can there be any lateral
or other displacement which will atfect the
efficiency of the barb.. Again, the two strands
of the main wire are not so bound together by
the barbs as to interfere with the expausion
and contraction of the strands of the main
wire, and this allows an equal tension on the
Sev eml strands.

What I elaim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s as follows:

1. The combmatlon ,2with the twisted strandu
of four-pointed barbc: each barb consisting ot
two barbed pieces, both rectangularly bent,
with a loop or eye at the middle, and placed
with one prong of each piece resting in the
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eye of the other, and with one cable strand

passing through each eye, substfmtlally as set
forth.

2. A barbed fence-wire cousisting of thb
strands a b, twisted together, and the four-
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pointed barbs, each composed of the two wires | prongs ¢ & passing out from between the two

¢ d, the wire ¢ being bent around the strand «, | twisted strands « b, the prongs e h being in

so as to form the loop f at the center, and so | parallel lines and the prongs ¢ i/ being in par-

that the two prongs ¢ ¢’ stand at right angles | allel lines at right angles to lines of the said
5 toeachother,andthe picce d being bentaround | prongs e I, as specified.

the strand ), so as toform a loop, ¢, at the cen- N v T \
ter, and so that the two prongs, Y stand at CHARLES G. BODMAN.

right angles, or nearly so, to each other, the Witnesses:
prong ¢’ passing through loop ¢ and the prong JAs. D. LorT,
1o 1/ passing through the loop 7, and the two Toos. A. LUNEY.
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