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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HENRY J DIETER of

'St Paul, in the count,y of Ramsey and State
-~ of anesota, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Shoe-Ifasteners: and.

I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
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- lently at hand when needed.
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clear, and exact deseription of the mventlon
stich as will enable others skilled in the art to

~whieh 1t pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
shoe and other similar fasteners.

Heretofore shoe-buttons have been rwldly se-

~cured in position by sewing them in the ordi- |

nary manner, or by the metallic fastener now so
commonly u::,ed but these methods are objec- |
tionable for the reason that it is practically im-
possible to button the shoe without the aid of a
buttoner, which latter is not always conven-
Another objee-

tion to the use of button-shoes wherein a but-

- toner 1s necessaryis that the buttoner, besides

tearing and enlarging the button-hole or eyelet
by constant usage,also twists the overlapping

- piece of the shoe and draws it with a side
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wrench or curve, so that the line of direction
of applied force is angular to that which ob-
tains when the shoe is buttoned and actually

- in use, and thereby causes the overlapping
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piece to become distorted in shape.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device adapted to be rigidly secured in posi-
tion, and so constructed that the shoe can be
casily and quickly buttoned without the aid of
a button-hook.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a device that will combine simplicity and
cheapness of counstruetion with durability and
cfficieney in use; and with these ends in view
my invention cousmts in the parts and combi-

nations of parts as will be bhereinafter more
fully described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective.view of a shoe provided with
ny improved device, partly buttoned.

Fig. 2
Is a detached perspective view of one of the
fasteners in open adjustment. Fig. 3 isa longi-
tudinal sectional view of the same in a closed

and locked adjustment.

A represents the shoe, B. the fastenmﬂ' de-

i d.

| preferab]ybrass-—-dnd are com pbsed of the two _

parts or leaves a a’, the leaf a being provided

| prongs, b, formed integral with the said leaves,
by means of which the devices are rigidly se-
‘euredin position by passing the prongs throun'h

on the inner face of it. ISach leaf a is pro-
vided on its outer surface with the hooked
catch ¢, adapted to engage the hinged leaf o/,
as will be hereinafter described, and securely
' hold the fastener in a closed pOSIthI] when the
| shoe is buttoned. Hach lower leaf, a, is also
provided on its innerend with an oblong loop,
d, which latter is restricted in width, and is

{ formed by bending the end of the ]Lat over

with any suitable number of projections or . .
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| the shoes and then clampmg or clinching them
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-ontothe body or main portion of the said leaf -

-and securing it thereto by mortising or other-
- wise.
“that the loop formed thereby will lie parallel
to the outer surface of the leaf ¢, s0 as to ena-
- ble the pintle ¢ of the leaf a’ to freely move in
- the said oblong loop while the two leaves are
In close contact.. The upper or outer hinged
leaves, a’, are slmhtly longer than the lower
leaves, and each oneis pronded near its outer
end w1th a suitable button, E, made of any
~desired material, and formed mtegl al with or

separate from the said leaf; or an ordinary
| shoe-button can be secured thereon In any con-
‘venient manner.
with. an oblong slot, e, through which the

hooked catch b pIOJects when -the two leaves

"are brought into close contact, and by means
of which they are held in close contact after
the shoe is buttoned. The inner end of the
leaf a’ is provided centrally with an opeu slot,

i end of the leaf a, which latter fits therein.
- I'he sides of the slot f are of the same thick-
| ness as the restricted portion of the leaf a, and
they are also formed by doubling or bendmn'
over the outer arms forming the sides of the
slot. A pintle, ¢, is secured in any suitable
| manner near the end of the leafa/,and extends

across the open slot fand moves in the loop
This pintle ¢ is sufficiently small to enable
the leaf a/ to have a free longitudinal move-

| ment, whereby the leaf o’ may slide on the

'50 vices, and C the eyelets or the button- holes. | 1eaf a to disengage the catch ¢ fromsaid leaf a'.
These fastening devices B are made of metal— l

When it is desired to button the shoe the

Each leaf o’ is also provided

J; which is exactly the size of the restricted

This end portion of theloop d is so bent 4o
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locked position.
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outer end of the leaf a’1s disengaged from the | first leaf and provided with means for its re-

leaf ¢ and ismoved upward and held by a finger
or thumb bearing on the under surface thereof.
The overlapping piece of the shoe is then
brought over into position and held with one
hand, while the button I is pressed upward
through the propereyelet by the finger before
mentioned. This finger is then removed and
the overlapping piece is moved downward
until the two leaves are brought into close con-
tact, when, by releasing the shoe altogether,
the strain or tension on the overlapping piece
moves the leaf a’ toward the center of the

shoe until 1t 1s stopped by the hooked end |

of the catch ¢ engaging with the body of
the leaf a’. 'When the fastening devices are set
1n their proper position on the shoe there is
always a sufficient strain to keep the parts in
The shoes can be unbuttoned
1n the ordinary manner without disengaging
the leaves a a/, or the said leaves can be un-
locked and the shoe then unbuttoned. 3Vhen
the shoe is buttoned the fastening devices are
all covered and the shoe presents an ordinary
appearance. The fasteners are secured in po-
sition by a tool especially adapted for the pur-
pose, and for which I shall file a separate ap-
plication for Letters Patent,and they caneither

‘be secured while at the manufactory or at the

retail dealer’s store by any person, as no special
skill 1s needed for the purpose. As no button-

hook 1s necessary to button the shoe, the eye-
lets or buttons C can be made considerably

smaller than at present constructed, as it is
only necessary to be of size sufficient to freely
admit of the passage of the button E.

I have described my improvement in con-
nection with shoes; butl do not limit its use
to shoes alone, asit is equally wellapplicable to
gloves, belts,and wearing-apparel of any kind,
or anything else where a fastener of such na-
ture would be of use. I havealso described the
particular construetion of fastener; but I would
have 1t understood that I do not limit myself
to that particular construction shown and de-
scribed, but consider myself at liberty to use
any and all constructions that fall within the
spirit and scope of my invention. ﬁ

Having fully desecribed my invention, what
I'claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a fast
ening device consisting of a leaf 'Ldapted to
be secured to a shoe, glove, or other article,
and a second leaf pivoted at one end to said

movable attachmeunt to the overlapping por-
tion of the shoe, &e., and adapted to be turned
down upon satd first leaf and secured thereto,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A tastening device for shoes, gloves, or
other articles, consisting of two leaves hinged
together at one end, one of said leaves being
adapted to be secured to the shoe or glove,
while the other leaf 13 previded with a button
or 1ts equivalent for engaging the overlap-
ping portion of the shoe, and is adapted to be
turned down upon the first leaf and be secured
thereto, so that the entire device will be con-
cealed by said overlapping portion of the shoe,
substantially as and for the purpose set fortl.

3. A fastening device for shoes, gloves, &e.,
consisting of two leaves hinged together at
one end, one of said leaves being adapted to be
secured to the shoe, and provided with a hook
or catch, while the other leaf is provided with
a button for engaging the overlapping por-
tion of the shoe, and is slotted to receive said
hook or catch, and adapted to have a limited
longitudinal movement on the stationary leaf,
whereby the strain on the overlapping por-
tion of the shoe will operate to hold the leaves
in locked position, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

4. In a shoe, glove, or other similar fasten-
ing device, the combination, with a leaf pro-
vided with prongs by means of which it is se-
cured in position, ahooked catch,and anoblong
loop, of a leaf provided with a Lutton, a slot
for the passage of the catch, and an open slot

| provided with a pintle, the two parts or leaves

being connected and adapted to operate as
described.

0. The combination, with a lower leaf pro-
vided with a hook, and oblongloop, of an outer
leaf provided with aslot to receive said hoolk,
and with a button, and hinged to said lower
leaf by means of a pintle passing through
said elongated loop, whereby a limited longi-
tudinal movement of the outer leaf is ob-
tained, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

HENRY JOAN DIBTER,.

Witnesses:
GEro. J. HIrT,
GLro. ODLUM.
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