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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Isaac A, WESSON, of
Wingo’s Station, in the county of Graves and
State of Kentucky, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shaft-Loops for
Harness:; and 1 do hereby deelare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exaect description
of the 1nvention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make
and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
shaft-loops, whereby the use of single-treesis
avolded and the draft of a vehicle applied di-
rectly to the shaft.

Fuarther objects of the invention are to pro-
vide a shaft-loop of such construction as to ad-
01t of the attachment thereto of the trace and
holdback-strap, and provided with a hinged
strap-clasp and fastening devices, whereby the
horse may be quickly unhitched by the driver
In case of an accident or if the horse should
become unmmanageable.

The 1nvention consists in the improved con-
struction and combinations of parts herein-
after described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, IYigure 1 i1s a view in per-
spective of my improvement with a portion
of a shatt-trace and holdback-strap secured |
thereto. Iig. 2 1s a similar view with the
straps and shaft removed and the clasps of
the device in open position.

A represents an inverted-T-shaped plate,
the vertical arm a of which is provided on its
outer side with an elongated loop-guide, B,
whose lower end, b, projects outward, and is |
provided with an eye, 4/, The upper end of
the plate A is provided with a perforation, o/,
to receive a piv, ¢, for the attachment of the |
back-strap,C. Thelorizontal portion D of the
plate A is semicircular in cross-section, and is |
provided at its forward end with a loop, d,
for the attachment of the front section, ¢, of
the trace. Said loop d is bent inwardly, as
shown, to avoid contact with the shaft., At
the rear end ot the portion D of the plate are
formed two loops, d' 4%, both bent inwardly to
admit of the passage of the shaft, and the up-
per loop, ¢/, is arranged at a slightangle to the
plate A to adapt it to receive the holdback- |
strap IY, while the loop d* is adapted to receive
one end of a clasp, G, which is bent around

=l

the cross-bar of said loop, and then bent at
about right angles to receive a ring, %, secured
to the rear section of the trace.

I'L represent outwardly-projecting lugs or
ears, formed at the upper edge of the portion
D of the plate A to embrace the shaft. The
portion D of the plate is perforated at about
its center to receive the belly-band, and is pro-
vided at its lower side with a depending loop,
J, adapted to receive a elasp, L, which is bent
around the cross-bar of the loop, and is bent,
in semicircular form to embrace the shaft, and
provided with a straight end, [, provided with
a slot, I/, adapted to take over the perforated
projection p of the guide-loop B of tle plate.

M representsthe shaft, provided on its under
side with a horizontal draft-plate, N, provided
with two depending draft-lugs, », adapted to
embrace the lower end, @3 of the plate A. The
manner of using my improvement may be ex-
plained as follows: The ring 2 of the trace is
secured on the clasp G. The latter is folded
on the portion D of the plate. The shaft M
1s then placed in position, as shown in Fig. 1,
with its Iugs » embracing the lower end, a?, of
the plate, and the clasp L is turned to the po-
sition shown in Fig. 1, its slot ¥ receiving the
projection b of the plate A. The spring-key O,
formed of wire bent upon itselt to form a loop-
head, o, and arms o/, is then inserted in the eye
0’ to retain the clasp L in position.

P’ represents a cord secured to the loop o of

‘the key, and passing through the eyes p on

the shatt rearward, to be within easy reach of
the driver,
A ring, Q, adapted to slide on the gunide-loop

- B, is slipped over the upper end, /, of the clasp

I, and 1s provided with a cord, ¢, which is
gulded through loopsin the saddle of the har-
ness rearward to thedriver. Whenitbecomes
necessary to unhitch the horse it is only nec-
essary for the driver to pull the cords P and
g, which remove the key O and ring Q from
the clasp L;, causing the latter to fall, thus re-
leasing the shaft and the trace H, the latter
being held only by the contact of the shaft

| with the clasp G.

By the improvement thus described the use
of a single-tree and of the usual long-draft
traces is avcided, the draft being directly trom
the shatt.
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Having fully described my invention, what |
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters |

Patent, 1s—

1. The combination, with an inverted-T-
shaped plate whose lhorizontal portion s semi-
circnlar in cross-section and provided with
loops, as described, and whose vertical portion
18 provided with a metallic fastening device,

260,812

3. The combination, with the inverted-T-
shaped plate provided with a guide-loop and =23
perforated projection and clasps, of a retain-
ing-ring sliding on said guide-loopand adapted
to secare the shaft-embracing clasp, and pro-
vided with a cord extending rearward through
snitable guides to the driver, and a spring-key 3o

 provided with a detaching-cord and adapted

of a shaft-embracing clasp pivoted to one of | to be passed through the perforated projection

said loops, and adapted to be detachably se-
cured to said vertical portion of the plate, and
a clasp pivoted to one of the rear loops of the
plate and adapted to secure the trace, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a shaft-
loop for harness, consisting of an inverted-T-
shaped plate, the horizontal portion of said
plate being semicircular in shape in cross-sec-
tion and provided with forward, rearward, and
lower loops, while its vertical portion 18 pro-

vided with a guide-loop and & shaft-embrac-
ing clasp and a receiver-clasp, substantially as

set forth.

of the guide-loop of the plate, and thus retain
said claspin position, substantially assetforth.

4. The combination, with the inverted-T- 33
shaped plate and its pivoted clasps, of a shatt
provided with a draft-plate secured to its un-
der side, and provided with downwardly-pro-
jecting lngs, substantially as set forth.

Intestimony whereof L havesigned thisspeet- 40
fication in the presence two subscribing wit-
nesses. -
ISAAC A, WESSON,
Witnesses:

D. T. LOGAN,
A, J. WEBBER.
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