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To all whom it may concern: —

Be it known that I, FRANKLIN C. AYRES
citizen of the Umted States, and resident of
Deadwood, in the county of Lawrence and
Territory of Dakota, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Snap-Hooks; and 1
(lo hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the construc
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
1ing had to the annexed drawings, making a

part of this specification, and to the letters and

tigures of reference marked thereon.

IFigure 1 of the drawings is -a representation
of a perspective view of my snap-hook. Flg
2 18 a side view of the s same, and Fig. S 1s a
vertical sectional view.

My invention relates to snap ‘hooks for har-
ness and other like uses; and it consists in the
novel construoction here1mfter described, Dy
means of which a ring or strap to be attached
may be passed in to the right, and may be de-

tached by moving the same in the oppomte di-

~ rection, as specified.
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the drawings.
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The letter A of the drawin gs represents the |

frame of my hook, having a connecting-staple,
¢, aud enlarged recessed head 1, as shown The
oroove orrecess in the head fis marked ¢ on
.. It will be observed that while
at 1ts base this recess extends nearly across
the head, at its upper end it extends only about
half-way across said head, leaving a shounlder
or stop, &, against which the pivoted section of
the hook rests when the hook is closed.

The letter n represents a retracting- spring |
connected with the section of the hook that 1s

- pivoted, and the inner wall of recess g, as

shown.
One section (marked e) of my hook is formed
by an extension of the frame outward from the

4o head f, as shown, or it may be gonstructed by

| of two witnesses,

head. This section » is bent around in the
form of a hook, as shown, and has ifs extrerm
point beveled, as shown et H.

| rigidly attachm o a suitable wire or rod to said

The sectmn or hook portlou v 18 made of 15

or strap when force is exerted upon either ina -
direction away from the pivoted section ¥ and-

against or near its beveled end, H, while the

frame of the hook is held in the haud securing
or releasing the ring or strap.

The portion of my hook marked ¥ is pn ot-
ed in the recess ¢, as shown, and is also con-
nected with the spring a2 in the manner repre-
sented, while its extreme point is.beveled at
H’ to corresuond with the beveled end of sec-
tlon .

To operate my invention I pass a ring or
strap either to the right or left. If tothe right,
the ring or strap is pressed against the section
v, and if to the lefs it is pressed against the
section y. Ineither direction the ring or strap
1s secured or released at will.

I claim as my invention—

In a snap-hook, the combmatmn mth the
frame A, having the recessed head f, and ex-
tending therefrom the section or hook portion
v, of spring metal, having the beveled end H,
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of the pivoted section ¢ ¥, having the beveled

end, H’, and the retracting-spring n, connected
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to the wall of the recess g and to the rearend
' of the pivcted section v, substantially as and

for the purposes specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereanto subseribed my name in the presence
FRAN KLIN C. AYRDb
Witnesses:

R. C. WEBSTER,
HENRY FRAWLEY.
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