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To all whom it man _j CONCEYN :
Be 1t known that I, W, ROCKWELL CLOUGH,
of Newark, in the county of lissex and Stete

of New Jersey, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Binders and Holding De-

vices, of which the following is a specification,

reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ings.

The invention relates to an unprovement in
bill-files belonging to that class used for filing

foided papers or those of narrow width, and

where a base is connected with the top part
or clamp by radial side arms.

My m]provement consists.in the use of these

radial armson one side only of the clamp, and
in such a manner, hereinafter described, as to
leave the opposite side open and free for the
receptionof the matter to be held without sac-
rificing any of the desirable features peculiar
to this class of bill-files. This I effect in a very
simple, inexpensive, and practical manner; as
will be more fully understood by reference to
the accompanying drawings, in which—
Ifigure 1 is a side and ed c-‘e view of the de-

vice, and Hig. 2 is a view Of a modified. form |

of the clamp without a base.
I preter to construct the clamp from & Sin-
gle piece of wire, but do not limit myself to

the use of a single piece of wire, since it 18

possible to produce the device by constructing

the members in separate parts and afterward

- uniting them to form the described clamp.

Thedrawingsrepresentaclampasmade from

- a single piece of wire, which is bent to form
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the flat frame b 0, open at one side, and the
arms « & connected with the fiat frame b b by
the radial arms d d, which, when in a state of

rest, lie in about the same plane with the flat

fmme O b. The arms a a are illustrated in

Hig. 1 as being inserted i1n apertures at one

side of the base x; but they may be secured

theretoinanyotherconvenientway. Theframe

b b rests flat upon the base z, and 1s held in
that position at one side only, as shown, the
radial arms d d being the eonneetlen between
the frame b b and base.

The material to be held may be 1nserted be-
neath the frame b b at either of its free sides,

and the capacity of the file will be governed |

by the length of the arms d d. The clamping
parts are adapted to maintain their parallel-

1 matter held. The frame bbhasa ten sion down-

ward on the matter held by reason of fhe flexi-
bility of the radial arms ‘d d and the torsion
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or twist in its (the frame’s) sides produced by

the radial movement of the arms d d; and
‘when attached to a base the clamping powe1
is increased by the bow tension of the frame

b b springing outward at its open side. When

the frame b b-is elevated to permit the inser-

tion of the matter to be held the arms d d

move radially from a horizontal toward a ver-.
‘tical position, and the open side of the flat
frame b b is thus caused to contract.

The sec-
tion ¢ of the frame b b, Fig. 1, will have a tend-

ency, or may be purpesely bent to bow down-
ward, and -in this condition, 1f arranged to

overhang the edge, will serve as a gmrd fer
the package or r:,rtlele held.

It will be observed that the clamping-frame
b b is secured at one side only to the base, and
that the radial arms d d are permitted to have
and facilitated in their movement by the con-
traction and expansion of the open side of the
frame.
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The device shown 1n Ifig. 2 may be used

without the base, and -.when thus employed
the matter to be held will be inserted between
the arms ¢ ¢ and the flat frame b b, in which
condition it will be held by the torsmn in
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the sides of the frame b b in a similar man-

ner as in the device shown in Fig.1. In said
device shown in Fig. 1 the base x oceupies the
place of the parts a a of the file shown in Fig.
2. The irregular outline of the frame b b in

_I‘1g 2 increases the bearing-surface of the file,

and is advantageous in that respect.

In the file shown in Fig.1 the torsion springs
mostly from the two opposite sides of the frame,
buttoa greater or less degree extends throu gh

out the entire frame ; but whatever may be the

contour of the freme,the expansion of its open

side exerts a force outward against the radial

arms d d and acts to clasp the parts against the
matter to be held.
the side of the flat frame b b opposite to its
open side is elevated for the introduction of
papers for filing a torsional strain will be
created in the arms d d. .-

Having thus desembed my mventlon what
T claim is—

1. The file or binder herein desecribed, con-

ism with and lie flat upon the surface of the | elstlnn of the parts ¢ a, the radlal arms d d,

It is true, also, that when
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and the frame composed of the parts b b and | In testimony that I claim the foregoing im-

t, substantially as specified. provement 1n binders or holding devices, as 1o
2. A file or binder consisting of a flatframe | above described, I have hereunto set my hand

composed of the parts b b and ¢, with a con- | this 27th day of Iebruary, 1882.

5 tracting and expanding open side opposite to W. ROCKWELIL CLOUGIH.
the section 7, and connected at the open side Witnesses: |
with the base # by the radial arms d d and | CHAS. C. GILL, '
parts a a, substantially as set forth. | HERMAN GUSTOW.
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