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To all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that we, ALBINUS M. GARD-
NER, a cifizen of the United States, residing
at Darlen Fairfield county, Connecticut, and
5 JOHN \TORTH, a citizen of the United States
residing at Middletown, in the county of Mid-
dlesexand Stateof Gonnectlcut_ have invented
new and useful Improvements in Metallic Va-
lises, of which the following is a specification.

Our invention has for its objeet to produce
a strong, light, and cheap sheet-metal valise
or portmanteau ; and it consists in forming the
body of the valise of thin sheet metal, prop-
erly strengthened by corrugations or by brac-
ing, or by both together, the ends of the va-
lise, which are struck up in dies, being fitfed
over the edges of the sheet or sheets forming
the body.

In the drawings, Iigure 1 is a side eleva-
tion, showing a valise constructed in accord-
ance with our invention. Fig.2isan end ele-
vation of Fig. 1. "Fig. 3 1s a horizontal sec-
tion of Kig. 1, taken in theline 3 3. [Fig, 4 is
- a perspective view of one of the endsdetached.
Fig. 5 i1s a perspective view of the valise
opened. Iig.6 is a section taken through one
of the halves of the valise shown in FFig. 5.

- A 1n said drawings indicates the body por-
tion of the valise, which is made in two parts
hinged together. Ifach part is composed of
a single piece of sheet metal, bent into the re-
qmred shape, and closed at each end by a head,
B. (Shown detached in Fig. 4.) -Thisheadi is |
formed by being drawn in a die, producing |
the inwardly - extending flange «, which is
slipped over the edge of the sheet A and se-
curely riveted thereto, the edges being also
brazed or soldered, when desired, to the body
portion, 1n order to conceal the joint and give
a more ornamental appearance.

The corners may also be strengthened by
adding angle-plates O upon the inner side, as
shown in Fig. 6.

The ends or heads B may be ribbed or cor-
 rugated in any well-known manner to secure
the requisite strength, and the same construc-

tion may be applied to the body portions A,'l

as shown in Fig.3. Thelattermay, moreover,
be additionally strengthened by re-enforeing |

sald ribs with metal strips D, curved in cross- 5o
section to fit closely upon the ribsof the body
and riveted thereto, as illustrated in Iig. 3.

Another method, however, of imparting the
required rigidity is by means of interior brac-
ing-strips, . (Seen in Figs.b and 6.) These
strips or plates consist of flatsteel pieceslying
against the inner surface of the body portion
A and retained in place by keepers 0, one,
two, or more of said plates or strips being
used, as circumstances may require, placed at
suitable intervals in the manner shown.

A joint-plate, If, 18 attached to one section

of the body, its ends forming bearings for the

pivot-rod or hinge-pin ¢, by which the body
portions are united. This plate may be both
riveted and brazed on, and its edge projects
over to form a covering for the -edge of the
remaining half of the valise. The handle G
18 attached to this plate by any of the usual
means.

To the remaining half of the valise straps
H may be secured by riveting, brazing, or oth-
erwise attaching them to the flange a of the
heads B, the ends of said straps being bent
around the pivot-pin or pintle ¢, thereby hing-
ing the two parts of the valise together. A
partition-plate, I, may also be hinged upon the
sald pintle between the straps H, so that said
plate may swing in both directions to open

| or close both sides.

The lock for fastening the two parts of the
valise together may be made in any suitable
manner. It may, for example, consist of a
spring-plate, L, mounted upon the joint-plate
I, and pwwded with a locking-pin, f, passing
through a perforationinthelatter and adapted

1o engage with an opening in the opposite half
of the valise.

The strengthening ribs or cor-
rugations may be of any desired form, and
those formed in the head may be struck up
when the latter is drawn in the dies. By
strengthening the valise in this manner and
adding the elastic braces, as described, great

| streng‘th may be imparted, effectually anmid-

ing all danger of its collapsing or bending un-
der pressure, while at the same time the whole
structure will be light and serviceable.

Any suitable sheet metal may be employed



10

in construction, although galvanized iron isin
many respects preferabie, and the interior may
be lined with any suitable fabric.

This same method of construction may be

applied to trunks as well as to valises or port-
manteaus. |
What we claim 18—

1. A sheet-metal valise consisting of the |

body portion or portions, formed of & single
sheet of metal, and provided with the heads
or ends B, substantially as described.

2. The body portion A, formed of sheet
metal, having transverse strengthening ribs
or corrugations re-enforced by metal strips ly-

15 Ing upon said ribs and secured thereto, sub-

stantially as described.

3. The 1mproved article of manutacture, a
sheet-metal valise having each part of its body
formed of a single sheet of metal, with a

259,524

flanged metal head or end slipped over its
edge and secured thereto, the body portions be-
ing braced by flat elastic strengthening-plates
interiorly applied at suitable intervals and ex-
tending transversely tbhroughout the entire
inner face of each part, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof we have hereanto set

20

25

our hands in the presence of two subseribing

witnesses. - -
ALBINUS M. GARDNER.
JOHN NORTH.

Witnesses to the signatureof A. M. Gardner:
JAMES L., NORRIS,
J. A. RUTHERFORD.

Witnesses to the signatare of John North:
J. H. CANFIELD,
ELIEU W. N. STARR.
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