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‘and useful Improvements in Coops or Crates;

to catch in the grooves in the side pieces, as
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that 1, LEONOART F. FROES-
CHER, of Bruce, in the county of Barren and
State of Kentueky, have invented certain new

and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact desecription of the inven-

tlon, such as willenable others skilled in the art |

to which it pertains to make and use it, refer-
ence beinghad to the accompanying drawings,
which form part of this specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
coops or crates; and it consists in the com-
bination of the side pieces, which are grooved
along each of their inner edges and across
their ends, the end pieces, which are held be-
tween the side pieces when the side pieces are
clamped together by bolts, and a top and bot-
tom portion, which consists of a number of
slats which are loosely connected together by |
means of straps, wires, cord, chains, or other
flexible materials, and which parts are made

will be more fully deseribed hereinafter.

The object of my invention is to provide a
coop or crate for the transportation of ponl-
try, trait, or other similar articles, and which
can be taken apart and packed into a very
small space when empty, so as not to occupy
so much room,and thus save the cost of trans-
portation when empty. | ‘

Figure 1 is a side elevation of myinvention.
Fig. 2 is an end view of the same. Fig. 3 i§
a vertical cross-section. Fig. 4 is a vertical
longitudinal section of the same. Fig.5 is a
detached view of one of the side pieces.

‘A represents the side pieces, which are |

formed of four suitable timbers, which are se-
cured together in any suitable manner, and
which then have the slats B nailed across
them. The upper one of the timbers in each

distance beyond the coop or crate for the pur-
pose of forming a handle, C, by means of which
the coop or crate can be easiiyearried around.
Along the inner edge of cach side piece, A,
are made the longitudinal parallel grooves D,
and extending across the side at each end is
the vertical groove Ii. In the vertical groove
E the ends of the end pieces, I, are made to
catch, and these end pieces are securely held

| crate by means of the clamping-bolts, which

are made removable, so that the coop or crate

can be readily taken apart whenit is not needed
for use, |

The bottom of the crate or coop is formed
of a number of slats, I, which are loosely con-
nected together by means of a cord,wire, strap,

or other flexible material, J, which is fastened

to the under side of each slat, so as to string
them all together. These slats J are fastened
together just close enough to have their edges
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always in contact, so that when the slats J

are slipped into the grooves of the inner edges
of the two sides their edges will always be in

contact with each cther, and thus form a solid

floor. |

The top of the crate is formed of a number
of strips or slats, L., which are fastened to the
same rope, cord, wire, or strap as the bottom
slats, but at a greater distance apart, so that
when placed in position they will be separated
sufficiently far apart to form an open top. The
bottom and top slats are united together by

the same cord, wire, or strap, but are sepa-

rated farenough from each other to allow the

cord, wire, or strap to pass up over one end of

the crate or box, as shown. No slats orstrips
of any kind are connected to the wire or cords
where they pass up over the ends of the coop
or crate, because none are needed at this place,
tor the end of the crate is closed by one of the
end pieces. Hach of the cords, wires, or straps
have secured to their free ends suitable hooks
and eyes, O, so that after the bottom and top
parts have been slipped into the grooves made
to receive them in the side pieces, A, they can
be fastened together,so that there is no chance
for them to become accidentally displaced.
When the coop or crate is not needed for im-
mediate use it is only necessary to unfasten
the hooks or eyes, withdraw the top and bot-
tom slats, then remove the bolts P, and the

whole coop or erate is divided into a number

of pieces which can be packed into a very com-
pact bundle, so as to oceupy as little room as
possible. | |

Should it be necessary at any time to take
poultry or any article from the crate, it is only
necessary to loosen the hooks and eyes and
then that end of the top can be moved back a

suitable distance to allowthe hand to be freely

between the ends of the sides of the coop or | inserted and any article removed.
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Having thus deseribed my invention, 1
claim— |
1. A coop or crate composed of the grooved

il
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3. In a coop or crate, the combination of the
two series of strips I 1., secured to the flexi-
ble connections J, the series of strips 1 se-

side pieces, the end pieces which are held be- | cured adjacent to each other on the tlexible

tween the side pieces by means of clamping-
bolts, and the flexible top and bottom parts,

which are slipped into the grooves madein the |
“inner edges of the side pieces, substantially as

shown and described.

2. In a crate or coop, the combination of the
side pieces, A, provided with the grooves D E,
end pieces, If, and bolts P, with the series of
strips I L, secured to the cords or bands J,
substantially as described.

l

connections, and the strips L secured apart
from each other on the connections J, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

LEONHART FREDRICH FROESCHER.

YWitnesses:
ADOLPH RAPP,
J. T, G. WINILOCK.
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