(No Model.) o
E. C. FITCH,
WATCH PENDANT. |
Patented June 13, 1882,

No. 250 517,

;. PETERS. ™hoto-Lihographer, Washington, D. C.




IO

L5

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EZRA C. FITCH, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

WATCH-PENDANT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 259,517, dated June 13, 1882,

Application filed February 15, 1882,

(No model.)

To all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that I, BzrA C. I'1rCH, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements 1in
Watch-Pendants, of which the following 1s a
specification. |

My improvement applies to the pendant bow
or ring of watch-cases by which the watch 1s
hung onto the chain, and it aims to greatly in-
crease the stiffness and strength of the ring,
so asto prevent the possibility of its Deing de-
tached or sprung out of its sockets on the stem
by acecident or even by the force of the unaided
bhand, thus rendering the attachment of the
wateh to the chain more secure. 1t also aims
to prevent the chain-swivel from moving down

~on the ring into contact with the crown or
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stem-winder; and it further aims to so con-
struct the ring that under certain conditions it
will serve to keep the crown raised up or pulled
out on the stem.

To these ends the main feature of my 1n-
vention consists in webs, flanges, or projec-
tions formed in and extending from the inte-
rior of the ring on either side of the stem, and
extending preferably from near the socketed

ends of the ring to the middle or top thereof,

where the flanges are separated to permit the
engagement of the swivel with thering. These
flanges greatly stiffen the ring, and also act as
stops to prevent the swivel moving against the
crown, and serve other purposes, as herein-
after fully set forth, _

In the drawings annexed, Figure 1 is a front
elevation, showing afragment of a watch-case
with attached pendant and crown provided
with my improved pendant-ring., Fig.21s an
elevation of the ring detached; and Fig. 3 1s

“a central cross-section thereof, all these views

being on an enlarged scale,

In these drawings, a indicates the rim of
the watch-case; D, the ¢“pendant” or stem
thereof; and ¢, the crown or stem-winder,
mounted on the stem in the usual manner. d
indicates the pendant bow or ring, which, like
the ordinary ring, is of course cleft or divided
at one point, as shown in Fig. 2, and the ap-
proaching ends at the cleft are then sprung
into sockets ¢ ¢ on the stem, as seen in If1g. 1.
This ring, however, instead of being formed
plain, as usual, is formed with flanges or webs

7/, projecting from its interior, as shownin the

it

several figures. These flanges or projections
may vary considerably in form and in their
length or extent around the ring, according to
the effects desired to be produced by them. 1
prefer, however, as shown in the drawings, to
so form the flanges that they shall serve the
twofold purpose of stiffening and strengthen-
ing the ring and acting as a stop to prevent the
movement of the chain-swivel along the ring
to the crown, as oceurs with the plain ring;
but the flanges obviously may be so formed as
to serve either of these purposes alone. In
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this case 1 therefore extend the flanges f f 63

around the greater part of the interior of the
ring, one flange on either side or half of the
ring, as shown in Figs.1 and 2, the flanges be-
oinning narrow at or near the cleft part on each
side and extending in a widening form to near
the middle or top of the ring, where they ap-
proach each other, yet are separated sufficient-
Iy to form a gap between them and leave the
middle or top part of the ring plain, to permit
the easy snapping of the chain-swivel onto the
ring, as shown at ¢ in Ifig. 1. These tlanges,
as shown in cross-section in Kig. 3, project
centrally from the interior of the ring and in a
parallel plane therewith, and are preferably
formed solid or integral with the ring, as illus-
trated in the sections, and as thus formed I
prefer to construct the ring by first turning 1t
out of a solid piece of metal in the form of a
solid rimmed disk or plate wheel, then divid-
ing the ring or rim and cutting out the thin
central web or plate to produce the flanges 1n
the desired form, as shown in Kigs. 2 and 93, as
will be readily understood. The 1mproved

ring may, however, be formed by stamping by

dies or by any other of the ordinary methods
of manutacture. |
It will now be readily understood by refer-

ence to Fig. 1 that not only will the flanges f

£ form a stop to prevent the chain-swivel from
moving against the erown, thus avoiding the
possibility of the swivel being caught between
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the bottom or edge of the crown and the sock-

eted end of the ring, as often occurs with the
plain rings, in such a way as to cause the parts
to become marred or to wedge the crown out
of the stem or injure the swivel, but in addi-
tion to this the flanges serve the still more im-
portant purpose of rendering the ring very
strong and stiff, so that only by a special effort
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~ or tool cati it be suﬂicientlySpread or expand-
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ed so as to be sprung into or out of its sockets
¢ ¢ on the stem. Hence, when theringis thus

‘sprung into engagement with the stem, which

can be done only by a special tool or device at
the factory or watch-maker’s, the attachment
of the ring becomes very secure, so that when
the watch is attached to the chain it becomes
held very safely, for the ring cannot now be

sprungoutof the stem accidentally or even bya

strong effort of the hands, and hencethe watch
18 proof against being removed from its chain
by any manual or digital attempt to spring the
ring from the stem, as is often accomplished
by dexterous pickpockets in the case of ordi-
nary ringed watches before the owner is aware
of his loss. . |

It may be noted in reference to Fig. 1 that

the flanges are shaped similar to wings or con-

soles, and they neatly circumscribe the crown
on either side of the ring, and each flange is
perforated with a neat opening or panel, so as
togiveanappearanceof greaterlightness. My
invention thus also imparts a decided orna-
mental appearancetothe pendantof the watch;

but this effect of my invention I reserve for

the subject of a design patent.

In Fig.1it may be noted that when the
ring is placed upright or parallel to the stem
the ends of the flanges close to the ring-sock-
ets ¢ ewill project under the edge of the crown,
and thus form a seat or stop for the crown to
rest on and prevent its being pressed inward
on the stem to its full extent, This will serve
a very useful purpose in the case of chrono-

graph or stop watches in which the ‘“stop” or |

quarter-second finger is started by pressing
the crown upright to its full extent, forin this
case, when the wateh is put in the pocket, the
normal position of the ring, as shown in Fig.
1, will positively hold the crown in its retract-
ed position, and thus prevent the stop being
set in action when not required, for, as will be

~ readily understood, if the stop were run con-
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stantly, as it is not designed to be, it wonld
be such a drag onthemovementaswould tend

-to injure it or affect the accuracy of its time,
‘but which by this simple device

prevented.
I do not wish to be understood aslaying any

claim, broadly, to projections or protuberances

is effectively l

on the pendant-ring for the purpose of stop-
ping the motion of the swivel, as the same
have been heretofore used in various forms,
but not in the form of an extended ecurved
flat or broad flange or web running around the
inner circumference of the ring on either side
of the crown, which not only acts as swivel-
stops, but greatly strengthens the ring, as set
forth. | |

What I claim is— .

1. A watch pendant bow or ring formed

with flat stiffening webs or flanges extending

around 1ts 1nner circumference on either side
of the crown, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. |

2. A wateh pendant ring formed with webs
or wings extending from its inner circumfer-
ence above the crown and across, or nearly
across, the interior of the ring, forming stops
to prevent the movement of the chain-swivel
against the crown, substantially as herein set
forth. | -

3. A watch pendant bow or ring formed
with a flange or projection at or near its sock-
eted end or ends adapted to underlie the edge
of the crown when the ring is placed in its
parallel position, and thereby form a stop or
lock to hold thecrown in its retracted position,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

4. A wateh pendant ring formed with the
flanges f f extending around each half of the
ring, circumseribing the erown and separated
above the crown at or near the middle of the
ring, substantially as and for the purposes set

forth.
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9. A watch pendant rin g formed with a plain

part at or near its middle opposite its cleft por-

tion, with flanges extendingaround the interior
of the ring from said plain portion to or near

the cleft, substantially as herein shown and
described. | |

0. A watch pendantring formed withflanges
projecting interiorly therefrom in a parallel
plane therewith and solid or integral with the
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substance of the ring, substantially as herein

shown and described,
' K. C. FITCH.

Witnesses: |
- R.S. HAYWARD,
JOSEPH BIRD.
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