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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, WALTER S. UPSHUR,
JOHN A.UPSHUR, and Wi R. ROYSTER, citi-
zens of the United States of America, residing

¢ at Richmond, in the county of Henrico and
State of Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shipping-Tags;
and we do hereby declare the following to be

a tull, c¢lear, and exact description of the inven-

io tion, such as will enable others skilled inthe art
to Wthh it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, and to letters or figures of ref- |

erence marked thereon, which form a part of
15 this specification,

Figure 1 represents in perspective a ship-
ping-tag embodying our invention. Fig. 2is
a perspective of the barbed attaching device,
and Fig. 3 a modified form of said device.

20  Like letters refer to like parts in all the fig-
ures.

A represents the face-plate of the tag, which
is preferably made of sheet metal, but may,
if desired, be of paper or other fabric or ma-

oc terial. Each end of the plate A 1s bent around
the end of a backing, B, and secured by a
rivet, a?, which passes through the three plies
of material at this part of the tag. The face

A, backing B,and turned portion a® of the face

30 are pertorated at C for the reception ot the at-
taching-barb D. The face-plate 1s marked 1n
stenciled letters—that is, 1s cutout in designs,
which in this instance are letters, but which,
if preferred, may be anyfanciful design, brand,

35 or trade-mark usually employed to distinguish
merchandise, and these designs may indicate
the shipper or the origin or quality of the mer-
chandise. 'The bachmg B is of a contrasting
color to that of the face, whereby the designs

g0 and characters cut out of the face are made

- maore prominent or more readily seen. Difter-
ent colors may be used on different portions
of the backing--as, in this instance, the sec-
tion beneath the left half, a, of the face 1s

45 paintedblack;therighthalf,a’ ,isred--whereby

the Lharacters on each half are readily dis-

tinguishable from each other, and the color of
each may indicate certain chqracteustlcs
example, the letters “ G U” may indicate that

1o the packqge, bale, or bundle to which the tag |

For |

l is attached is one of a number of similarly-

marked bales shipped in one lot, while the
shipper’s name and the brand or quahtv of the
package are indicated by the characters on the
right half of the face; and, further, different 53
brands or qualities may be 111dlca,ted by differ-
ent colors on this portion of the backing.

The attaching device consists of a 1.1&11 D,
having barbs or tongues d, adapted to be
carved or bent to form barbs, as shown in €o

dotted lines, Fig. 3.

The tag is designed for use on cotton-bales,
boxes, barrels, and all similar packages usu-
ally emplo;}ed in shipping merchandise, and
it is secured or attached to such by driving 63
the barbed nail through the perforation C and
into the barrel or box or into the body ot the
cotton in the bail, or it may be (in case of
lamber, &e.) into ‘the article itself. It will
readily be seen that the barbs on the nail or 5o
the tongues of the modified attaching device

will serve to securely hold the tag in place

after being driven into the bale, packa ge, or
arficle.

In practice shippers simply print with a sten- 75
cil the shipping-marks upon the bale of cot-
ton,and the frequent handling of the bale with
the well-known cotton-hook soon tears out the
mark or defaces the same, and the identity of
the bale is lost, whereas by our invention the 8o
tag is inerasable and the colors of the back-
ing are fully protected from abrasion by the
facmg

The partlcular form of the attaching device
may be changed without departing from our 8 g
invention, as its essential function is to retain
the tag1 in position'when once driven. Hence

on a common box ordinary nails will answer

the desired purpose.

The rivets may be dispensed mth, as when go
in position the attaching device holds the face
and back in proper relative position, and the
backing need not extend beyond the perfora-
tions O in the face-plate when the rivets are
used. 03

Having deseribed ourinvention and the man-
ner of using the same, what we claim as new,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A shipping-tag consisting oftwo plates, the
rear plate of contrasting colors, the frontplate oo
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provided with suitable stenciled cuts or figures |

to designate lot, brand, quality, or shipper,

and provided with suitable attaching devices, |

substantially as shown and deseribed.
2. The combination of a shipping-tag con-
sisting of a stenciled front plate and a rear

plate of contrasting color with an attaching |

device, D, having barbs d, substantially as
shown and described.

l

1n presence of two witnesses.

WALTER s, UPSHUL.
JNO. A. UPSHUR.
WILLIAM R, ROYSTER.

"Withesses:
I. LOVENSTEIN,
N. M. LEE.

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures 1o
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