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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN MAXFIELD, of
London, England, have invented a new and

useful Improved Mechanical Game or Parlor

Race-Course, (for which I have obtained a pat-
ent in Great Brifain bearing date September
15, 1881, No. 3,980,) of which the following is
a specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention relates to an improved me-
chanical game or parlor race-course on which
any numberof figures representing equestrian-
1sm, pedestrianism, eycling, boating, hunting,

or other sports, may be arranged to contest |

againsteach other by mechanical devices which
may be operated by a number of persons, ac-
cording to the number or quantity of the fig-
ures 1t is desired to actuate. Each person or
operator has one of the said figures under his
or her direct and sole control, and in propor-
tion to the number of revolutions imparted to
a handle, as hereinafter described, so is the
amount of movement given to the figure oper-
ated by the said handle through suitable mech-
anism, hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings I have, by
way of example, illustrated my improvements
as applied to a circular race-course for horses,

Inthe drawings, Figurelis a planof the said
race-course, with a portion of the same broken
away to illustrate the mechanism beneath the
same; and Fig, 2 is a vertical section of the
same on the line z z, Fig. 1.

A represents the race-course, which is pro-
vided with a series of concentric slots, B, in
each of which the end of an arm or plate, G,
that supports a horse and jockey, I}, is adapt-
ed to revolve or be propelled. |

Each plate C is attached to or formed on a
rod or arm, E, whose inner end is connected
to a socket or sleeve arranged upon a vertical

spindle or shaft at the center of the race-counrse, |

cach rod E Dbeing connected with a different

sleeve, as shown at F E/ I¥* I¥¥, To impart

motion to the said sleeves, and consequently
to the figures D, mounted on the arms carried
thereby, I provide below the said race-course
a series of shafts, G, each of which, at its outer
end, is provided with a crank or handle, G/,
arranged to be turned by one.of the operators.

At the inner end of each of the said shafts 1s

 a worm, H, which gears with a toothed or
worm wheel, I, on its corresponding socket or
sleeve, so that when the crank G’ upon the
end of one of the shafts G is revolved the fig- 55
ure which it is designed to actuate will becorre-
spondingly revolved within its circular slof in
| the race-course. |
In order to support the rings formjng the
parts of the race-course between the concen- 60
tric slots B, I prefer to employ rods or bars
A*, which are connected at their upper ends,
and preferably covered with a metal sheath-
ing, so as to have the appearance of a bridge,
as shown most c¢learly in Kig. 2. | |
From the above deseription ‘it will be readily
understood that each horse is independent of
the others, and that its movements are eftected
and controlled solely by mechanical means.
| It follows, therefore, that, presuming the horses 7o
to be placed at, say, the starting-point on the
race-course, and that they are all started si-
multaneously, and that the handles G are re-
volved by the operators at the same speed,
then the horses will not pass each other; but, 75
providing one of the operators increases the
‘number of revolutions of his crank or handle,
then the horse which is actuated by the said
haundle through the mechanism above described
will pass ahead of the other horses, and vice 3o
versa. In other words, the same number of
‘revolutions are required to be given to each
erank-handle to complete the passage of a
' horse around the course irrespective of the
distance of such horse from the center of the 83
latter. . |
Although in the drawings I have shown a
circular race-course provided with four con-
centric slots and four horses, it will be evident
| that a greater number of such slots and horses gc
| may be employed. Moreover, two horses may
be arranged to travel around within one slot,
instead of one horse only, the horses in all
cases being independent of each other in 80
| far as their movement is concerned—thatis to 93§
say, each horse is operated by a separate crank
or handle. o _ - |
In some cases the race-course may be of
other than cirenlar form—such as straight or
oval-—and mechanism other than that above 1co
deseribed may be employed to impart motion

| to the figures upon the same without depart-



- ing from the spirit of my invention. Ior in- |
‘stance, with a straight race-course 1 may em-
ploy a chain or toothed band for carrying each
of the figures along, the said chain or band
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being actuated by a taothed pmlon
| What I claim is—

1. The employment, in combination with a

~ race-course, of a series of figures representing

IO

equestrianism, pedestrianism, c¢yeling, boat-
ing, hunting, or ofher sports, and adapted to

be operated independently of each other by

mechanical appliances controlled by a nu mber
of different persons or operators.

2. The combination, with the race-course A,
provided with the concentric slots B, of the 15
figure-carrying rods orarms L, attached to in-

-dependent sleeves, the toothed wheels I upon

the said sleeves, and the worms H and cranks
or handles G for operating the said toothed
wheels independently of each other, all sub 20

| Stautmlly as above set forth.

JOHN MALI‘IELD
Witnesses:
W. RIMELL,
TN Oswm’\r
Both of 17 Qr acechurch St} eet, London, H. C.
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