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To all whom it may concern: .
Be it known that I, HENRY S. STIX, of Cin-

cinnati, Hamilton count), State of ()hlo have

mvented certain new and useful Improvements

in Express Signal-Calls, of which the followmg-

1S & Speclﬁcatlon ,
My invention relates to that class of ex press-
calls which are designed for the use of ship-

pers to attract the attention of the drivers of |

express-wagons; and its object isto providean

- express-call which ean be seen by theexpress-
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man either by night. or day and from elther
direction on the street. -

The method now most generally in vogue is
for the shipper to provide himself with cards
representing the various expreéss companies
having offices in his locality, and when oneor
more express companies are wanted he hangs

outcards representing the companies wanted

This methodis very linperfect,inasmuch as the

expressman must be nearly in front of thecard

“before he can see it, and it cannot be seen at
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allafterdark, and butlmperfectly on darkdays.

- The obJect of my invention is to remedy

these defects.
Referringtothedrawings forming pa,rtof this

specification, Figure 11is a perspective view of

my 1nvent10n I‘1g 2 1s an elevation of one
side, partly. broken away to show the lamp
within. Iig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view
taken thlough the letter O and its cover.

A is atriangular case,in two sides of whmh
B B/, are cut the ]ettels which represent the
Various express companies. The letters are
preferably cut through in the form of stencil-

letters, and the inner surface of the sides B B/,

or so much of the surface as is perforated by
the letters, is covered with isinglass or trans-
lueent; substance which will permit the pas-
sage of rays of light from the lamp within the
case. The signs for the various express com-

panies are placed one above another, the sign

for each company appearing on each of the

sSides B B’ at the same level as shown in the

drawings. Forinstance, on the side B appears
the sign “U. S.,” and on the side B/at the same
level .also appears the sign « U. S.,” and below
these is the sign for the ¢“Ohio & Mississippi
Express Com[nny ? TIn this manner the signs
for the various companies are arranged. Over

‘1nterior.

‘companies he uncovers the signs representing

elther direction.

l arrangedrth,at it may be made to cover tle

sign or leave it exposed to view. In the pres-
ent instance these covers are in the form of
slides, which are retained against the sides B cg
B’ by the slideways a/. These slides are pro-
vided with the openings b and the solid por-

tions b/, the openings being of sufficient size to

permit "the letters of the signs to.be seen *
through them, and the solid portions being of 6o
sufﬁclent size to cover the letters. Each slide
is also provided with a knob or handle, ¢, by
which the slide is moved back and forth A
door 1s provided at some part of the case,
through which the lamp C isintroduced to the 63
The roof of the case is preferably
made with a slight pitch,as shown, to prevent
rain from enterm g the case. This case 1stobe
placed in front of the factory or business house
of the shipper, the sides B B’ looking toward
the sfreet, the inclined position of the sides
permlttmg them to be seen- from elther direc-
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tion ir the street.

When the shipper wishes to call one or more -
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these companies by sliding the proper covers,
. 80 that the letters may be seen through the |

-_opemnn*s b, uncovering the sign on both sides

B B/, so that the expressman may see it from

30
When the expressman takes the p.:lckaﬂ*e he |

slides the cover which belongs to the sign of

his eompany, so that the solid places b/ of the

cover are over the letters, thus covering up
the sign. |

The letters of the signs, as before stated
are eut through the sides B B/, and the inner
plane of the opening thus formed is covered
with some translucent substance which will
permit the light to pass through, so that by.go
lighting the lamp C the various signs may be
seen as readily at night as in the day-time.

In order that the letters may be seen more
readily in the day-time, I preferably paint the
oufer margins of each letter with some showy g5
color, as the translucent substance may itself
be colored—the sign for each company being
differently colored—and thus make the letter

plainly visible eitlrer by night or day, and the
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particular color shown will indicate the com- 100

pany wanted, though the letters themselves

each of the signs is a removable cover, a, so | may not be plainly distinguishable.
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