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To all whom it may concern : !

Be it known that I, W. R. FORESTER, of

Bakerville, in the county of Humphreys and

- State of Tenunessece, have invented certain new

5 and useful Improvementsin Carpenters’ Floor-

Ing-Tongs ; and I do hereby declare thefollow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description of

the invention,such as will enableothers skilled

in the art to which it pertains to make and use

10 1f, reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion,

My nvention relates to an improvement in
carpenters’ ceiling and flooring tongs; and it
consists in the combination of a pair of tongs
or jaws which fasten on the studding, joist,
or sleepers, and one of which has fastened to
1t an angular piece for the purpose of pushing
the board 1nto 1ts place before it is nailed, a
20 brace which catches against the studding or

sleepers after the boards arc nressed to their
place and prevents the tongs from giving way
while nailing, and a suitable bolding device
for holding the jawstogether, as will be more
25 fully described hereinafter.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device which will hold the boards while they
are being nailed on the floor, wall, or ceiling,

- and which will force them together in such a
30 manner as to dispense with all necessity for

driving the boards together by hammering
upon their edges with a hammer, hatehet, or

- other tool. .

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of my

35 invention. Ifig. 2 isan edge view of the same.

A represents the two metallie jaws, ora pair
of tongs, which are pivoted together in the
usnal manner, and which have their shorter
ends formed into sharp points B, so that the

40 tongs can be fastened to the studding, joist,
or sleepers to which the flooring or ceiling is
being attached. These jaws are forced apart,
when free to move, by a suitable spring, C,
(such as here shown, or any other kind,) and

45 which jaws, when closed together, are held by
the ratchet-slide D, which is pivoted upon one
of the jaws and passesthrougha guiding-loop,
E, upon the other. I do not limit myself to
the particular form of catch here shown, for

o this may be varied at will. The form here |
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shown, however, is preferred, because a slight
touch upon the pivoted end will release the
Jaws,sothat they can be instantly threwn apart
by the spring C. Secured to oneof these juws
1s the L-shaped piece E’, which serves to catch
against the edge of the board and to force it
toward those which have already been secured
in place, and thus dispense with the necessity
of hammering the cdge of the board with a
hammer, hatchet, or other such tool.

Pivoted upon the outer side of one of the
jaws, bat preferably theone to which thecateh
is pivoted, is a brace or sharp-pointed lever,
I, the lower end of which catches upon the
stadding, the joist, or the sleeper for the pur-
pose of preventing the tongs from giving way

‘while nailing. This brace is also operated by a

spring, &, which serves to keep the lower end
of the brace forced inward toward the jaws.
After the tongs have been madeto eiteh upon

‘the sleeper, joist, or studding, and have been

pulled or pushed into the desired position,
this brace catches against the joist or stud-
ding to which the jaws have been fastened, so
that the jaws will remain in the position into
which tliey were adjusted. By thus holding
the tongs in any desired position by means of
the brace the tongs will remain wherever
placed, and thus leave the carpenter free, so
that he can drive in nails wherever they are
needed. . |

In using my invention the ends of the tongs
or jaws areslipped downoverthe sleeper, stud-
ding, or joist to a certain distance beyond the
inner edge of the board that is being nailed
into position, and the jaws are then closed as
tightly as may be desired, in which position
they will be held by the spring-actuated eateh.
The jaws are then drawn orforced toward the
board after the L.-shaped piece has been made
to catch against its edge, and the tongs then
serve as a lever by which the board is drawn
orforced into position againsttheotberboards.
While the jaws are being forced against the
board the brace automatically catches against
the top or outer side of the studding or joist,
and thus locks or holds the jaws in position.
As the boards are forced in position by having
the L-shaped piece catch against their edges,
there 18 no necessity for using a hammer or
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other tool for driving them toghether, whereby | pivoted brace F, and spring G, substantially

their edges are always more or less battered | as shown and described. 10
and injured. In testimony whereof I affix my signature 1n

Having thus described my invention, I | presence of two witnesses.
- WILLTAM RILEY FORESTER.

5 claim—
In a ceiling and flooring tongs, the combi- Witnesses:
nation of the jaws A, pivoted together, and Gro. H. PORCH,

having the points B, the spring G, catch D), T. J. NORMAN.
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