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To all whom it may concern: |
Be 1t known that I, THOMAS SAMSON, of
Egg Harbor township, county of Atlantic, and
State of New Jersey, have invented a Rope-
Clamp, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. | o
My 1nvention relates to a chock for holding |
a taut line while it 1s being rendered through |
a Dlock or fastened to a fixed support; and my
invention has for its object the provision of an
apparatus into which a line may be easily in- |
troduced and securely held while therein.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figures 1 and 2 are perspective views of my
improved chock; Fig. 3, a perspective view of
the base-block with the clamping-jaw removed
therefrom, and Iigs. 4 and & detail views of
the clamping-block and the shaft on which it |
works. |
A represents a block of wood or casting, pro-
vided with bolts or screws at each end for fast- |
ening it to the deck of a vessel or other suita-
ble base. The block A has its central portion
cut out, as shown, so as to leave an oblong
opening, B, open at top, and having recesses
a a at either end for the reception of the line.
The block A has a longitudinal mortise, C, cut
in it and extending the length of opening B,
leaving side walls, b b, which are provided with
openings O’ D’ for the reception of a shaft, D.
The shaft D passes through the openings §’ 0/,
and is held in position by a collar, d, at one
end and a pin, d’, at the other. That part of
the shaft which is journaled in the Dlock A is

!

round, as shown, while its central portion is
squared off to fit a square hole, ¢, in a crescent- |

shaped clamping-block, BB, The shaft has also
a squared end, d°, on which a handle or lever,
I, 1s placed.

It will be seen that a rope or wire may be
clamped between the crescent-shaped block E

| and either side of the oblong opening B by re-

versing the position of the aforesaid block B.
The operation of my invention is as follows:
When 1t 1s desired to hold a line taut while the

free end is being rendered through a block or
otherwise manipulated the lineis pressed down
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into the oblong opening B and under one of -

the edges «. The handle I is thren turned to-
ward the side of the block against which the
rope rests, when the end of the crescent-shaped
clamping-block E will press against the rope
and hold 1t securely until the loose end has
been rendered or fastened, when the handle
may be drawn back and the line released.

It will be seen that when desirable a rope
may be clamped on-either side of the block by
removing tue handle Ifand revolving the clamp-
ing-block If until its concave edge faces the
stde oun which it 1s desired to secure the line.

I claim— | |

The bloek A, having the oblong opening B

| and transverse slot C, in combination with the

sha{t D, journaled therein, and earrying the re-
versible crescent-shaped clamping-block Eand

i handle I¥, all construeted and arranged sub-

stantially as deseribed.
THOMAS SAMSON.

Witnesses:
| O. B.‘. OGDEN,
D. W. OGDEN.
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