[Nd Model.) _
L. E. McKINNON.

DASH BOARD FOR VEHICLES.
No. 258,4566. - Patented May 23 1882.

] o

1
— s m em —d ]
— _..Li_....]
m!h_j

. L r%_’.f_‘: -t
t . _
g V i L
T\~
Fig 1V - Fig 111
Lvyentor. -
T Mne 9%e9 T SrEAs
/W{mm . ' R

N. PETERS. Photc-Lithographer, Washington, D. C.



10O
15
)
20
k
| 25
.
30
35
b
X 40
45

INITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

LACHLAN E. McKINNON, OT ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO, CANADA.

DASH-BOARD FOR VEHICLES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No., 258,456, dated May 23, 1882,
Application filed November 19, 1881, (No model.) Patented in Canada December 16, 1881, No. 13,840,

To all whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, LACHLAN EBENEZER
McKINNON, a citizen of the Dominion of Can-
ada, a subject of Great Britain, residing at St.
Catharines,in the county of Lincoln and Prov-
ince of Ontario, Canada, have invented a new
and useful Improvementin Buggy or Carriage
Dashes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to that class of dashes
made with movable or adjustable feet; and it
consists of the construction and novel arrange-
ment of the lowerrail of dash-frame, dash-foot,
and bolt by which the dash is fastened to the
foot. The lower rail is made with a channel
or groove for the whole or part of its length on
one side—namely, theside of the dash which 18
farther from the dash-foot. Itis also furnished
with two slots, one at or near each end. The
purpose of the channel or groove is to allow
the head of the bolt through rail and foot to
be between the railand covering material with-
out pressing outward against the covering ma-
terial, The purpose of the slot or oblong hole
through the rail is to allow the bolt-head (which
is oblong) to be put through the rail near the

end of the dash, in order to attach the foot of |

the dash, as hereinafter described. The dash-
foot is made with a square or angular hole,
through which the bolt passes, and 1n which
the neck of the bolt fits in such a way as to
prevent the bolt from turning after it has been
put in place and the nut on the end of the bolt

has been screwed up against the dash-foot.

The bolt for attaching the dash to the foot 1s
made with an oblong head, of which the width
is narrow enough to pass through the slot in
lower rail of dash, and the length is short
enough to fit between the sides of channel or
groove in said rail, but at the same time long
enough to give it a hold on each side of the
slot in said rail when placed with its length at
right angles (or nearly so) with said slot; and
the thickness (of head) is such that when the
bolt is placed in position, as hereinatter de-
seribed, the head will not project far enough
beyond the sides of the channel or groove in
the bottom rail to bulge or press out covering

|

bolt is made square or angular in section, 80 as
to fit hiole in the dash-foot, as before described,
and is made either small enough to be turned
around in the slot in rail, or with the angles
cut away from that part of it which 1s nearest
the head, so that it may be turned around, as
above mentioned.

The object of my invention is to make buggy
or carriage dashes that may be adjusted to dif-
ferent widths and shapes of carriage-bodies,
and of which the feet may be detachable, in
order to fit (by heating or otherwise) the feet
to the buggy or carriage body; also, to make
adjustable dashes, as above described, without
any bolt-head or other projection showing on
the outer side of the dash.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure I i8
a front view of dash with part of covering
material taken away. Xig. Il is a sectional
view through « x in Fig. I. Tig. Il is a sec-
tional view through o o in Fig.1V. TFig. 1V 18
a back view of lower corner of dash-frame
without covering material. Tig. V is a front
view of dash-foot or brace for attaching the
dash to buggy or carriage.

In the annexed drawings, « is the lower rail
of the dash. b is the dash-foot with square or
angular hole ¢, through which and the slot d
in rail ¢ passes the bolt C. Thehead C’ of the
bolt C is made of such a shape that it may be
passed through the slotd from the innerside of
dash and be turned around a quarter-revolu-
tion in the channel or groove in rail @, and in

that position have a firm hold on the parts of

rail ¢ between the edges of slot d and the sides
of the channel or groove in rail a, as shown
in Figs. III and IV. The neck of bolt C 1s
made square or angular in section to fit in hole
e of dash-foot b, the object of this being to pre-
vent the head ' of the bolt C from turning
into such a position in the channel of rail «a
that it might pull out through slot d after
having been fastened to dash-foot b.

The method of adjusting my buggy-dash to
a buggy or carriage is as follows: The feet &
(of which there are two—one near each end of
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dash) are in the first place fitted (by heating

or otherwise) to their proper positions on the

material noticeably, or to such an extentas to | carriage or buggy, and there secured in the or- 1oc
zo damage or interfere with the good appearance | dinary way—that is, by bolts or screws. 1he
of the dash at that point. The neck of the | dash (being covered in the usual way with
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leather or other material) may be then placed | nuts on ends of bolts C may then be screwed

against the feet, in the position in which it is
1ntended to fasten it, when the position of the
lholes ¢ 1n feet b may be marked on the cover-
mg of the dash. This will give the proper
places in which to cut the covering on inner
side of dash forthe admission of the bolt-heads
C’ to the slot d. This having been done, the
bolts C may be placed in position by pushing the
heads C/ through the holes cut in the covering
material, and (with their longer sides parallel
with the longer sides of slots d) through said
slots into the channel or groove made in the
outer side of rail . Then by turning the bolts
around a quarter of a revolution they are
placed in such a position that they cannot be
pulled outthroughslotsd, but have a firm bear-
1Ing on the parts of rail ¢ between the edges
of slotsd and thesides of the channelor groove
n rail a. The dash may then again be placed
1n position, with the bolts C passing through
the holes ¢ in feet, as shown in Fig. II1.

The |

tight, and as the square orangular necksof the
bolts C, fitting in the square or angular holes ¢
in the feet b, prevent the bolts C from turning,
the dash 1s held fast and cannot be detached
without loosening the nuts on bolts C.

I make no claim to the slot in lower rail, «a,
as 1 am aware that this is not new; but

L claim as my invention—

The combination of a dash, with its Jower
rail, a,provided with the groove ¢,havingslots
d,with the bolts C, having oblong heads adapt-
ed to be inserted through said slots and turned
across sald channels, and secured to the feet
by nuts, substantially as described, and for the
purpose set forth.

St. Catharines, 15th November, 1881.

LACHLAN EBENEZER Mc¢KINNON,

Witnesses:
ALEXR. L. MITCHELL,
WILLIAM A, NOTMAN.
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