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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthatwe,JOSEPHP. HERBERTand

PATRICK WRIN, citizens of the United States,
and residents of Woonsocket, in the county

of Providence and State of Rhode Island, have |

invented a new and valuable Improvement in
Ice - Creepers; and we do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the construction and operation of the
same, reference being had to the annexed draw-
ings, inaking a part of this specification, and to
the letters and figures of reference marked

thereon.
Figure 1 is a side elevation, shomng the

" creeper in place ready for use. Fig.2 is a per-

spective view of the rabbeted heel of the shoe.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the creeper de-
tached, and Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the
creeper in place as a heel-protector.

This invention has relation to ice - creepers
for boots and shoes; and it consists in the
novel construction and arrangement of parts,

as will be hereinafter fully described, and par- |

ticularly pointed out in the claims.
In the accompanying drawings, the letter a

designates the heel of a rubber shoe, to which |

this invention is especially adapted, the heel

being formed with a rabbet around ifs rear

curved wall at its lower portion, as indicated

ath., Thisrabbetisformed with offset recesses
¢ In its upper portion.

The metallic band d is made in bow form,
and usnally of steel. Perforations ¢ are made
respectively in ifs front ends and back portion
to receive the pivot-serews ¢ and the rear
screws or pins, i, The upper edge of the me-
tallic band is formed with the angular projec-
tions or points &, which, when the band is seat-
ed in the rabbet b, extend into the offsets
thereof, so that the outer surface of the metal-
lic proteutor isflush, or nearly so, with the heel-
wall and its serrated lower edge, [, even, or

nearly so, with the bottom of the heel. In this
position it serves an important purpose in pro-
tecting the heel from undue wear and prevent- 45
ing the shoe from slipping.

In order to convert the protector mto a
creeper for use on SnDOw Or ice, the rear screws
or pins, &, are removed and the band is turned
on its end pivots under the hollow of the sole, 5o
sothat the projectionsor points k extenddown-
ward in position to engage the snow or ice of
the walk, affording a firm footing to the wearer.
When the band is reversed in this manner to
form a creeper it is designed to be held in po-
sition against the sole of the shoe by means of
an elastic support, s, passing over the instep,
and having end hooks, z, to engage the sides
of the band d.

We are aware that it is not new to pivot a
creeper-band at the front of the heel; and we
do not claim such device, broadly.

What we claim, and des1re to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—
1. The combmatlon with the rabbeted heel

a b, of the bowed metalhc protector-band hav-
mg its serrated lower edge, [, level, or nearly
so, with the heel - base and the pomts k on its
upper edge, the end pivots, g, and holding-
screws i in rear, subbtantlally as specified.

2. The combination, with the rabbeted heel
a b, of the bowed and reversible metallic pro-
tector-band and creeper d and the elastic sap-
port s, having end hooks, 2, substantially as

specified. g
In testimony that we claim .the above we

have hereunto subscribed our names 1n the
presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH ‘P. HERBERT.
PATRICK WRIN.
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Witnesses:
Jos. A. LLWELL,
GEORGE A. WILBUR.
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