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To all wkom it maz Y concern: |
‘Be it known that I, GEORGE A. COGHRANE
‘a citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State of
New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Darning-Lasts; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full , clear,

- and exact description of the mventlen such
| as will enable others skilledin the art to Whmh
1t appertains to make and use thesame, refer-

~ence being had to the accompanying drawings,

- and to letters or figures of reference marked:
-thereon which form a part of this epemﬂcatlon |

- The invention consistsina darning-last hav-
mg substantially a conoidal form—namely, a
body having a rounded and slightly flattened
base and e1des curving from base to vertex.

The invention further consists in providing
means for connecting the article to be darned

firmly to the darnmﬂ‘ last and in such manner

that said article may be readily dlsconnected

~from said last.

- One of the mosb trying opemtmns in the'

process of darning on a last, usually made of

some hard polished substanceu—sueh as porce-

as to readily shift its position by the slightest

- pressureof thehand, is the holding of the arti-

._ _30.

cle to be darned in proper position on thelast.
The darning-lasts now used are devoid of
means for connecting the article firmly there-

. with. Their formis elther spherical or ovoidal,
“hence unstable when enveleped by the altwle

—erly. -
== - are both grasped tlle least movement of the

to be darned. To hold the twoin proper rela-

tion to each other it is necessary to clatch the

folds of the article below the last or on the side
- opposite to that portion of such article in-

tended to be darned, so as to stretch it prop-
The small held the article affords tends
to cramp the hand, and if the article and last

o .' S fingers will cause the last either to slip from

o under the surface to be darned or to be moved

so as to destroy the properrelation of the two.
Owing to the latter difficnlty, it is almost im-
pessmle to darn a piece of fabric—such as a

| ~ wristlet or the wristlet of a glove ora piece of
| ~ lace—not sufficiently large to inclose the last

and provide a good hold. On the other hand,
o the work cannot be interrupted by temporamly

base, [, and a sha,rp point or vertex, U'.
prov lded,preferablv at or near its greatest di- 95

‘Hence when a lagt is introduced into a stock-

| tion between the artmle and last, and when re-
sumed an adjustment ofthe two becomes nec-

essary.

"~ Theobject ofmv v entwn 1S fo runedy these | 53 o

disadvantages by forming an annular groove
upon any point between the vertex and base

of the conoid or ovoid, or around theperiphery
 of the last if its form 1 1s spherical.

Ina lastof
ovoldal or conoidal form I prefer to form the 6o
groove at the point of or in close proximity to
the greatest diameter of the last. A last of

usual or any preferred form may be so provided

with a groove; but I prefer to use lasts of sub-

_st&ntlally a conoidal form—that is to say, a 6 5
body having a rounded and slightly-flattened

base and a perlphery composed of lines curv-

ing from the base to the vertex. This form of
‘darning-last is most convenient, it having a

practically pointed end that adapts it for use )
in darning small articles of narrow structure—
such as the toe end of children’s stockings—

‘while its larger base and curving sides ada,pt

it for use in darning any worn surface. I pre-
fer giving the base a flattened surface, for the 75
reason that it is difficult to pass t]he needle
over a large gap when stretched over an arc
of a truecircle, as the needlesusually employed =
are eomparatwely long and of rigid material. |
Jam aware that darning-lasts of ovoidal 8o
form have long been in. use, and I do not de-
sire to claim such a form,asit does not answer
the purposes for whlch my improved last is
designed, the apex of such lasts being too
broad and the Dbase too narrow in proportion 8 5
to each other. -
~In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

represents. my improved darnin g-—last in eleva-

tion. Ifigs.2 and 3 are vertical seefions thereof,

' the former showing the manner of attachmﬂ' 9o

the fabric to.the last.
L is thelast, of substantially the form above

desembed-—-—tbat is, with a broad and flattened
1tis

ameter, with a peripheral groove, (=, of such

depth as to accommodate a moderately-thick

rubber ring, and in such manner that the ring
will lie nearly flush with the face of the last.
102

ingorinclosed by any otherfabricto be darned,

laymg 1t down without dlsturbmn* tbls rela- | or When a ﬁbrlc of less superﬁcml area thanl




2 ' - 258,378

the last 1s applied thereto, as shown in IFig. 2, |

the ring R will project just sufficiently beyond

the groove to permit its ready removal there-

from either by band or by drawing the fabric

5 against it. Theringbeing eylindricalin cross-

section,thisremoval is greatly facilitated, since

it1s capable of acquiring a rolling motion either

by pushing it with the hand or by drawing the

fabric against it, as will be readily understood.

10 Instead of a single groove at or necar the

- point of greatest diameter of the last, a second

groove, G/,.as shown in Fig. 3, may be formed

in the last at a point near its vertex, in which

lies a second ring, R/, for attaching very small
15 articles to the last. |

Of course it will be understood that I do not

limit myself to any particular form of darning-

last in the application thereto of means for

conpecting the fabric therewith, as it is evi-

2o dent that any form of darning-last may be

provided with the groove G; nor do I limit

myself to the use of an elastic band, R, for ef-

fecting such connection, or to an elastic band

that is eylindriecalin cross-section, as any other

25 convenient or
ployed.
What I claim is—
1. A darning-last having a groove formed
aroundits body, in combination with an elastic
30 band or equivalent means for securing the

preferred means may be em-

fabric to said last, for the purpose set forth. |

2. A darning-last provided with two or more
peripheral grooves, in combination with an
elastic band or bands, for the purpose specified.

0. A darning-last having a groove formed 3c
around its body at or near its greatest diame-

ter, in combination with an elastic band cylin-

drical in cross-section, asand for the purpose
specified. |

4. A darning-last of conoidal form, having 4-
a peripheral groove at or near its greatest di-
ameter and a like groove near its vertex, in
combination with elastic bands, as and for the
purpose specilied.

0. A darning-last having the configuration 43
herein described and shown—that is, of sub-
stantially conocidal form, with broad flattened
base and sidesor periphery, curving from base
to point or vertex, substantiallyas and for the
purpose specified. - 5O

6. In combination with a darning - last, a
band or equivalent means for holding the fab-
ric rigidly thereon, as described. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE AUGUSTUS COCHRANE.
"Witnesses:

IFrANC T. MALLARY,
IEMMA C, MALLARY.
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