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EDWARD dJ. BROOKS OF EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSDY ASSIGNOR TO E. J
| | BROOKS &' CO., OI‘ NEW YORK N Y -

S EALAN D TAG.

| SPECIFIOATION forming palt of Letters Patent No, 258,278, da,ted Mey 23, 1882

Appheetwn filed January 12, 1881,

(Ne model.)

B To all whom it may concern :

sheet- metal seal-shackle 1mpr essed mth a CoT-

Be it known that I, EDWARD J. BROOKS, a | responding number or merk substentlellv as

' citizen of the United States, residing at Eeet
Orange,.in the State of New Jersey, have in-

hereinafter described.
In the accompanying drewmgs, wh1eh form

5 vented anew and useful Improvement in Seals | part of this specification, Iligure 1 is a face
‘and Tags, of whleh the following 18 d Speelﬁ i view of a seal and tag employed as a supple- 55

cation.

The present invention relates espeelally to | and illustrating my present claims.

~ seals for securing the doors of railway-cars,
1o and to that class of seals in which shackles of

sheet metal are empleyed being in part the |

- invention disclaimed in favor of a subsequent

- application in the specification forming part
of my previous application filed November 3,
15 1880, and serially numbered 19,994, now 111 the |

Issue of January 11, 1881,

This application 1e intended to be in contin- |

nance of said previous application as regards

~all matter described by said disclaimer and
20 all matter withdrawn by amendment from the

- specification and drawmg of said. preweus ap-
plication. |
~ The leIIClpal obJeet of my present inven-
tion is to so combine a seal and tag with an

 2¢ ordinary car-door hasp and staple as to con-

- stitute a supplemental fastening device, afford-
ing a safe provision for leaving the doer partly
open or partly opening it to ventilate the con-

- tents of the car, or for other parposes, with-

‘30 out breaking the seal or defacing the tag, and

so that the tag cannot be separated without
 breaking or destroying the seal, but can be
readily detached for return as a eheek and for

repeated use after the seal-shackle is cut, to

35 which end the first part of my said mventwn_
- consists essentially in a rigid, or substantially

rigid, return-tag, employed or used in combina-

tion with a hasp and staple, and with a sheet-

“metal seal- ehaekle, in the manner heremefter
40 epeemed |
~~ Another object ef said invention is to S0
combine atag with a sheet-metal seal-shackle

as to utilize the printed matter or other per-
“manent marks on the former in rendering it

- 45 difficnlt or impossible to fraudulently dupli-

" cate a broken or defaced seal; and to this end
the second part of my said mventmn consists
in the combination of a tag bearing a perma-

- nent number or distinguishing-mark, and a

mental fastening, according to this invention,
Higs. 1*

50

and 17 are longitudinal sections through the -

respective ends of the shackle or sealing-strip
on the lines z v, Fig. 1; and Fig. 1#1is a face
view of the ends of an unueed shackle of like
description. Iigs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 show in each

60

a face view and a lengltudmal section of a

‘combined seal and tag, illustrating modifica-

tions of the first part of this invention. Figs.
6 and 7 show in each a face view and a longi-
tudinal section of a combined seal and tag il-
lustrating modifications of the first two parts
of said invention. Fig. 81is a face view of the
ends of a one-part sealing-strip and tag un-

i used, and Figs. 8%, 8", and 8¢ face views of the
Fig.9is a

'seme as pressed in various ways.
face view of another one-part seal and tag,

and Fig. 9= a face view of the strip from which

it was formed ; and Figs. 10 and 10= are like
views of another one- part seal and tag and
the strip from which it was formed. Figs. 3

to 10, inclusive, with Figs. 6 and 7, illustrate

me(hﬁeetmns of the seeond part of eald inven-
tion.
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Like 1etters of reference indicate corre- .

sponding parts in the several figures.

A preferred combination, embodying both

of my present claims, is formed by combining
a sheet-metal shackle or sealing-strip, S, Fig.

17, hevmg a slotted enlargement a, at one end
to receive its threading end b, and a rigid, or

‘substantially rigid, return- tag, T, having con-

tracted horizontal slete ¢, one or more, to re-

ceive said threading end b, with eaeh other
and with an ordinary eer-door ‘hasp, H, hav-

90

ing a slot, d, and with the staple s, WhIGh co-

eets with eeld hasp and an ordmary padlock

in securing the car-door, as illustrated by Figs.

1,15 and 5. In uniting o the parts the shackle

Sis Tun threugh the staple s, and its thread-
ing end b is run through the end a, the shackle
,belng thus attached at one eud to the staple

95
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slots ¢ ¢ of the tag, and is pressed or stamped,
‘80 as to prevent its withdrawal through the |

time after sealing be closed, and the hasp H

smooth and unimpaired for return as a check

but a plurality of threading-holes is not essen-
40

“Sive, the same reterence-letters being used for '

end of the shackleis run through the tag; but

258,293

by a slip-loop, as shown by Fig. 1= - The | my previous specification, hereinbefore re-

threading end & of the shackle is then run

through the slot d of the hasp H, supposing.
the latter to be off the staple s,and through the

latter. _ - .

Being designed for return as a check and
for repeated use, the tag T has thereon the
number-—20, for example—of a sealing-station,
and the protruding portion of the single thread-
ing end of the shackle is provided with a cor-

responding numberin high relief, as shown at |

¢, by means of the sealing-press, to constitute
its retaining-projections. |

If the door 1D be sealed partly open, as
shown in full lines in Fig. 1, it may at any

and a padlock, P, applied to the staple s, as
shown in dotted lines; or,if the door is closed
when sealed, it may afterward be partly opened
without breaking the seal or defacing the tag, |

the shackle enlargement a passing freely
through the slot d of the hasp, while the rigid,
or substantially rigid, tag precludes the escape

~of the hasp, being held on the shackle by the
retaining - projections ¢, which will not pass
through the slots ¢. ' When the hasp is locked

on the staple s it will be observed the shackle |
1s attached to said staple outside of the hasp.

After the shackle is cut the pressed shackle |
end 1is readily withdrawn, leaving the tag

through a central office to the place of issue
for repeated use. A plurality of threading-

holes relieves the retaining-projections on the |

shackle, or any substitute therefor, from undue |
strain when the device is used as a fastening; |

tial to any part of my present invention.

~The construction of my rigid, or substan-

tially rigid, return-tag with a single threading-

hole, and its combination with plain or let-

tered sheet-metal shackles of ordinary form,

secured by common and inferior means for

combination with a hasp and staple, as above
described, is illustrated by Figs. 2 to 7, inclu-

corresponding parts, with numbers distin- |
guishing those shown in different figures.

In the example shown by Figs. 2, 3, and 4 ]
only one end of the shackle is run through the
tag, as in the first example, and this end is se-
cured against withdrawal Ly uniting it with
the other end at the sealing operation. - f rep-
resents eyelet-punching; ¢g,interthreading and
crimping, and % lead riveting, as examples of
old means for uniting the shackle ends.

In the example shown by Fig. 5 only one |

both ends are run through a contracted slot in
a sheet-metal keeper, K, and provided with |
pressed or stamped retaining-projections 7 on
each protruding end to prevent the withdrawal
of the shackle ends or either of them. - In this

‘modification of the mode of sealing claimed in |

ferred to, the keeper K coacts with the retain-
ing-projections tounite the endsof the shackle,
and theretaining-projections are formed partly 7o
by raised characters forming distinguishing
numbers and partly by offsets above said char-
acters operating to relieve the latter ordina-
rily from strain, and thus to prevent the acei-
dental defacement thereof. The keeper K may 7z
in an inferior sub-modification be used as a
substitute for the tag, in combination with a
pressed shackle having each protruding end
provided with retaining-projections. |

In the examples shown by TFigs. 6 and 7 8o
both ends ofthe shackle are run through the
tag, as in the examples described in said pre-
vious specification, j and 34® represent differ-
ent methods of preventing the withdrawal of
the ends by means of simple folds secured by 83
pressing. | | H |

All that is necessary to carry out the first
part of my invention is that the parts be so
consiructed and combined as to adapt the seal
and tag for use as a supplemental fastening in go
the manner illustrated by Fig. 1, the tag Dbe-
ing in all cases rigid, orsubstantially rigid,and
of sufficientsize to precludeits passage through
the slot of the hasp, and adapted to be freed
from the sheet-metal shackle in the same man- g5
ner as the hasp when the shackle is cut, and
without being liable to defacement in the op-
eration, so that it may be returned and re-
peatedly used as stated, the shackle alone
bearing the seal-impression or seal-disk. 100

The seals and tags S¢ T and S"T7 are made
secure according to the second. part of thisin-
vention, the folded retaining-projections of the
shackle ends being provided at the pressing
operation with impressed numbers or marks 103
¢’ e, corresponding with permanent numbers |
or marks upon the tags. Inorder toreplace.a
broken seal thus secured, a particular press of
a given series is required, and, moreover, a
shackle of a particular kind to receive the im- 110
pression. I thus avail myself of the capacity
of sheet-metal shackles to be manufactured of
peculiar patterns and with permanent distin-
guishing marks printed thereon or otherwise
applied thereto, as in the examples, or with 115
either of these means or other means of identi-
fication, and also of the permanent numbers
or marks and other printed matter or the like
on the tags to insure the detection of any at-
tempt to fraudulently replace a broken seal, 120
and this without materially increasing the cost
of the seals and tags or complicating their use
by authorized officers. This second part or
feature of my invention is shown in Figs. 1, 6,
and 7 as applied to seals and tags of the re- 125
turn-tag type. It is also applicable to one-

~part seals and tags, asillustrated by Figs. Sto
10%, inclusive. I -

S° T° represent a sheet-metal sealing-strip of
uniform width, save at one end, b®, which is 130
notched to make it of T shape, being the
threading end. Near its other end a thread-
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mg hole, ¢, in the shape of a narrow longx— ] marks are preferably printed, and in carrying

tudinal slot enlarged at mid-length, is cut in
that portion which is printed or embossed to

constitute the tag, termed the ¢ tag portion.”

This strip is passed through a staple or the

like, and its ends are interthreaded, and in this
state it is temporarily  attached, so as to be
conveniently pressed. At the pressmg opera-
tion the threaded end may simply receive the
number or mark corresponding with a perma-
nent number or mark on the tag in the form

. of embossed retaining-projections, as shown
- ab e*’
| .stemped theremth in depressed characters, as

.'. 15 .

for example; or it may be folded and

shown ate’; or it may be secured against with-

| drawal by means of eyelet-punching or the |
- like, and at the same time stamped with the |

dlstmgulshlngnumber or mark, as shown at ¢.

- As asub-modification the. threedmg hole of
- 20

the strip S8 1% may be of a different shape—
round, for example—and the threading end tu-

- balar, the latter to be flattened out to prevent

_I -

30
o335
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ture of my present invention.
modification lateral fingers 0¥ and interspaces

‘its withdrawal and at the same timeimpressed

with the distinguishing number or mark. In
either case the same result is eeeompllshed n

.substantlelly one and the same way.

S99 represent another one-part sheet metal

sealing-strip, forming a one- -part seal and tag.
~ The threading end ?° is a plain narrow tongue
in this case, and the threading-hole ¢? is a lon-
gitudinal slot having lips formed at its longi-
tudinal edges to embrace the edges of the

threading end, the latter being held against

- withdrawal by eyelet-punching, and secured
at the same time by stamping 113 with the dis-
- tingnishing number or mark ¢® within the slot.

S T represent still another pattern of

sheet-metel sealing-strip, forming a one-part

seal and tag, which embodies the second fea-
In this last

¢ take the place of athreading end and hole,

- distinguishing mark, €, corresponding with

the fingers on each part being folded Wlthm-
~the interspaces of the other to prevent the

s

separation of the ends, while the face of the
strip is provided with an impressed number or

~ permanent number or mark—X 50, for exam-

~ Dple—on the tag portion in the act of pressing
s

the fingers. The impressed number isin this
case on the tag pertwn, but this is. mten*rel

a ~ with the shackle portion.

The shackles S S 83 8% {6 7 and the one-

part sealing-strips and tags S8 T8 §° T9 Sio Ti0

must be made of sheet; metal, which will break

or crack if unbent, and restemped atter it is |

- once pressed bmta,ble ¢ tin- plate 7 is 1eed1]y
selected. |

- The returﬁ-tegs T T T8 T‘* T T6 T7 and the
keeper K may be made of any preferred ma-
terial which will render them rigid, or sub-

~ stantially rigid, and adapted for the exposure,

65

&e., incident to their use, stiff tin-plate being |

used by preference.
The numbers and lettermg or permanent

out the second part of this invention, when
the return-tags are used, I prefer to pronde

ed 1 Figs. 1, 6, and 7.

- For a :tuller stetement of various modes ot
menufaeture I refer to my said prevleus specl
fication.

-1 do not claim herein, broadly, the eombme-_

tion of a tag with a sheet metal shackle, as
this is fully described in my specification form
ing part of Letters Patent No. 178,722, dated
June 13, 1876.

Netther do I claim herein breadly, a tag at-
tached to a seal-shackle so as to be reedlly
separated therefrom when the shackle is cut,
as a previous example of this is shown in the

ber 7, 1875.
Neither do I claim herein, broadly, a I‘Igld

the shackles alse with letterm g, as represent-
o

75
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‘Hamilton Patent No. 167 525 dated Septem-— |

. 85
or substantially rigid, tag be%rmﬂ a perma-

nent number or dlstmgulshm o merk and hav-

ing one or more threading-holes in the form of

horizontal slots, per se, in view of the baggage-

checks of this deseription commonly used.
Neither do I claim herein, broadly, impress-

9°

ing the seal with a number or distinguishing

mark corresponding with a permanent num-
ber or mark on an attached tag, as a lead seal-
disk so impressed is descrlbed in my specifi-
cation forming part of Letters Patent No.
209,008, dated October 15, 1878,

Nelther do I claim herem any part or com-
bination described or shown in the amended
specification and drawings of my said previ-
ous application, No. 19,994, filed November 3,
1880, save the two eembmetlons therein dlS
claimed 1n favor of this application.

What I claim as new and ef my present in-
vention 1s—

1. A rigid, or substantially rigid, return-

tag bearing a permanent number or distin-

guishing mark,and having one or more thread-

ing-holes in the form of horizontal slots, as
herein specified, in combination with a sheet-

metal seal-shackle and an ordinary car-door

05
IC‘OT
103

LIIO

hasp and staple, substantially as herein de-
scribed, the combination being such that the

tag is atbdehed to the staple by the sealed
shackle,and the hasp is secured on theshackle
by the tag, so as to provide for leaving the

door open, or for partly opening the door, and
for freely separating the tag from the cut

' TN

shackle for returu as a check end for repeated -

use.
2. The combmetmn in a seel and tafr of a

I20

tag beermg Q permenent number or dlstm- :

guishing mark and a sheet-metal seal-shackle .

impressed with a corresponding number or
mark, substantially as herein specified, for the
purpese set forth. -
EDWARD J. BROOKS
Wltnesses
- ARTEMAS B. SMIT
'EUGENE J. DEVER.
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