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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, DAvID W. BROOKS of
Frederick, in the county of Irederick and

State of Maryland, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Step - Ladder
Hinges, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. -

My invention is a combined hinge and

bracket attachment adapted for use in step-
ladders, and serving as @ means of strength-

ening the upper parts of the main rails to sup-

port the platform, and as an att%h ment for the
swinging legs.

In the dl..wmn::, I‘inule 1is a side view of a
step-ladder with my 'Ltt‘lchment IMig. 2 is a
perspective view of the attachment; Fig. 3, a
perspective view of the cap- plece for the swing-
ing legs,

The attachment isin two parts—the bracket
A and the cap-piece B. The bracket is cast
or stamped metal, the body portion being flat,
with an outwmdl_y tarned flange, a, at the up-

peredge, which flange at one point, ¢, is curved

to form a rounded SOCL{J} X, dﬂﬂptﬁd to the
curved upper end of the cap*p_iece B, which is

socketed toreceive the end of oneof the swing-

ing legs D, and serves to confine the wood and
prevent splitfing.

when the latterisin two parts, as shown, serves
asameans of strongly connecting said part:-_« and
to strengthen the same.

The flange « has slots ¢ ¢, through WhILh to |
pass screws into the platform- I, the heads of |
35 the screws holding the plfttform down on the |

The bracket is secared to
the side of one of the rails, 1, of the ladder, and .

—

flange, while the slots permit the screws to
move slightly laterally, thereby preventing
the screws from tilting and working in their
holes and becoming loose, as results when they
are passed through contracted openings.

The bracket may be cast with a lug, s, which
passes through a hole, ¢, in the cap-piece B, and
serves to pwot the htter and the leg D to the
bracket; but a screw-pin may be used.. The
curved portion ¢ of the flange a coincides with
a circle of which the pin s is the center, so that
the leg may swing freely; but the bearing is
wholly in the curved socket, removing the
strain from the pin s, which serves merely to
hold the leg to the side of*the bracket.

The attachment thus constructed may be
cheaply cast without expense for finishing, and
strengthens the ladder at a point where 1t 18
gellemlly weak,

.1 claim-—

A hinge fttt.;mhment for step-ladders, con-
sisting of 2 bracket, A, having a flange, a, with
a curved socket, e, ..:md pin s, and a perforated
round-ended cap-pi_eee, B, adapted to receive
tbe end of one of the legs, and having its bear-

ing in the curved socket, substantmlb as set

forth.
In testimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub-

c::cmbm o witnesses.

DAVID 3\f. BROOKS.

‘Witnesses : .
 JOSEPH A. RIDENOUR, B
HeNRY GOLDENBERG.
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