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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No., 257,087, dated April 285, 1882,
| Application filed February 18, 1882. (Model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Wm. H. SHEAR, of Al-
bany, in the county of Albany and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
usefnl Improvements in Devices for Opening
Stove-Doors; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear,and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it pertains to make

and use it, reference being had to the accom-

panying drawings, which form part of this
specitication. ,

My invention relates to an improvement in
devices for opening stove-doors; and it con-
sists in the combination of a stove-door, hav-
ing a snitable projection cast on its lower edge,
with a lever which is pivoted upon the side of

the stove, and which catches under the pro-
jection so as to first raise the door sufficiently

high to disengage the catch and then toswing
it backward, as will be more fully deseribed
hereinafter. - |

The object of my invention is to provide a
means by which stove-doors may be opened by
pressing against a lever with the foof or any
snitable device, so as to do away with the
necessity of having to carry a cloth in the
hand with which to open the door. _

TFigure 1 is a side elevation of my invention.
Fig. 2 is a vertical enlarged detail section ot
the same. TFig. 3 is a perspective of the lever
alone., ' | '

A represents the side of the stove, and B
the door, which is held shut by the catch C in
the usnal manner. On the lower edge of this
door is formed the projection D, which extends
downwardly any suitable distance, and which

“has the inner portion of its inner side formed

into the inclined plane L. IFrom the lower
edge of this inclined plane E the projection
extends vertically downward.,

‘Through the bottom flange, (G, which may
either be cast with the stove or secured to 1t
by suitable clamping-bolts, 1s pivoted the le-
ver I, which has its npper end to extend up-
ward so as to bear against the under side of
the inclined plane E. The lower end of this
lever is cut short and extendsoutward over the

top of the lower flange, and forms the bear-

ing-point, against which the foot or some other

object is made to bear. Theupper end of this |

| lever is Dbeveled away,-so that only a sharp

edge will bear against the incline plane, and
thus allow the lever to move the door freely
without binding at any point. When the door
is closed the upper end of the lever bears

“against the side of the stove, so that the lower

end projects outwardly in the most convenient
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position to have thefoot or any object pressed

againstit. Assoon as itslowerend is pressed
inwardly its upper end tilts outwardly, and as
it moves it first raises the stove-door suifi-

ciently far upward by means of the inclined

plaune to loosen the latch, and then it swings
the door open. As here shown, the lever is
provided with the point or projection O, which
passes through a hole in the flange, and has
the two points P, upon which the lever rocks.
This construction, however, may be varied at
will without departing from the spirit of my
invention, the object of which is to provide a
lever which can be operated by the foot, hand,
or any suitable device, and which will throw

‘the stove-door open without having to touch it.

Having thus described my invention, I

-claim—

1. The combination of a stove, the stove-
door, and a pivoted lever that is attached to
the stove in such relation to the door that one
of its ends will catch under a projeetion -on
the door and first raise the free end of the
door upward and then swing it open, substan-
tially as shown.

2. The combination of the stove-door pro-

vided with a projection having an inclined

plane and a vertical portion with a pivoted
lever, by means of which the door can be first
lifted and then thrown open, substantially as
described.

3. The combination of the pivoted lever

having the bearing-points P, and the projec-

tion O, which passes through the flange of the
stove, whereby the lever may be rocked back
and forth for the purpose of opening the door,
substantially as set forth. o
In testimony whereof I affix my signatuare

in presence of two witnesses. -
' WILLIAM H. SHEAR.

Witnesses:
EDWARD KEAYS,
WALTER D. COLE.
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