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lar projections or sockets E, and are soldered

forming a spring bow or loop.
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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, PHILIP LIUFELAND, of

the eity, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Album-Clasp,
of which the following is a full, clear, and eX-
act description.

The object of my invention is to provide an
elastic album-clasp made wholly of ornamen-
tal elastic metal for holding the covers of a
book or album closed.

The invention consists in a loop or bow made
of coiled elastic wire adapted to be held at its
ends to the edge of a book or album cover.

The invention furtharconsists ina U-shaped
stiffening-loop adapted to be passed into the
bow or loop made of coiled wire; and the in-
vention also consists of sockefs pivoted or
hinged to the edge of the book or album cover
and adapted to eontmn or receive the ends of
the loop or bow made of coiled  wire, the ends
of the bow being secured in the soclets.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view ot an album |
provided with myimproved clasp. Iig. 2 1sa |
longitudinal elevation of the clasp, parts being
shown in section. Ifig. 3 isalongitudinal ele-

vation of the U shaped stlﬂemno' wire or loop |

of the clasp. Fig. 4 of drawmgs is a detail
view, showing the coiled loop or spring G
Wlthout the mternal loop.

A plate, A, is bent so as to be mhpted to be |
fastened b.y smteble devices on the edge of a
cover, B, of an album or book, C, and to this

plateA 2 tube or rod, D, 1s plvoted, and is
provided with two tubulal 1)POJEGt10DS, I, open

at the outerends. A U- shapedloop,lﬂ, is sur-
rounded by a coiled spring, G, the ends of
which coil-spring G are passed into the tubu-

1
|

or otherwise secured In these sockets, thus
The ends of
the loop F will also pass into the sockets I,
(within the coil-spring G,) but are not held 1 in
these sockets, and can be withdrawn a short
distance by stretehlng the coil-spring G.

I have shown the tube D pwoted to the |

| stud or an equivalent device.

| plate A by a pintle, H; butl donot limit my-

self to this econstruction, but can pivot the tube
D to the plate Ain any othersuitable manner,
or can pivot each tubular socket Ié separately.
A bent plate, J, is fastened on the edge of the
book or albumn cover B’ opposite the cover B,
and this plate'J is provided with a projecting
headed stud, K, or with an outwardly-inclined

The operation is as follows: When the book
or album is closed and the covers are to be
locked together the outer end of the bow
formed DLy the spiral spring G 1s drawn out-
ward, whereby the coiled spring wiil be

stletchedand the bow will be lengthened, per-

mitting it to be passed over the headed stud
K or eqmmlent device on the plate J. As
soon as the spring G is released it will con-
tract and the bow will be shortened, whereby
the rounded part of the bow will be pressed
firmly against the headed stud K, and thus
the bow locks the two covers of. the book or
albunm together. If the covers are to be un-
locked, the bow formed by the spiral spring is
stretched and swang from the stud K. The
wire loop IF stiffens the bow and retains the
shape of thesame, and prevents undue stretch-
ing of the bow or the spiral spring forming
the same. The coiled loop or spring G may,
however, be used alone, as shown in Ifig. 4 of

the drawings.

Having thus fully.described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—
1. An album-clasp made substantially as
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herein shown and described, and consisting 35

of a loop or bow of coiled elastle wire adapted
to be held at its ends to the edge of a book Or

~album cover, as set forth.

2. In an album-clasp, the combination, Wlth
the swinging sockets E, of a bow orloop made
of coiled wire, the ends of the bow being se-
cared in the sockets, substantially as herein
shown and described, and for the purpose set
forth.

3. In an album-clasp, the eombmatlon with
the swinging sockets L of a bow or loop made
of coiled wire, hming its ends secured 1n
these sockets, and of a U-shaped loop or
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stiffening-wire, F,,contained within the bow | J, provided with a headed stud or catceh, K;
formed by thecoiled wire,substantially as here.- | substantially as herein shown and described, ro
in shown and described, and for the purpose | and for the purpose set forth.

set forth. |
5 4, In an album-clasp, the combination, with PHILIP HUFELAND.

the plate A, provided with swinging sockets Witnesses: |
I, of- a bow or loop made ol coiled wire, sur- O8CAR FE. GUNZ,
rounding a U-shapedloop, I, and of the plate | C. SEDGWICK.
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