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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, THoMAS GREEN, a citi-
zen of Iingland, re31d1ng at \Tmthampton,
county of Northampton England, have in-
vented an Improved I*a,stemuﬂ for the Laces
of Boots and Shoes and other L’l(,e\ also ap-
plicable for fastening the cords of mndon
blinds and other similar purposes, of which the

following is a specification.

In thes specification to British Letters Patent
granted to me on the 3d July, 1879, No. 2,694,
L deseribed a fastening or“;:,rlp”fm °~ecur1ng’rhe
laces of boots and shoes, consisting of a piece
of metal bent over so as to plesent a narrow

space between two surfaces of the metal, into

which space the ]ace was drawn so as to be held
thereby.

According tomy presentlmpmvement I first
bend the outer or free end of a strip of metal
S0 as to fold against the other part, leaving a
small space between, and 1 then form a seeond

bend in the other part, so as to bring the sur-

face of the free end that was first folded over
in close proximity to the surface of the other
or attached end of the strip, so that said free
end will be between the two parts of the metal
formed by the bends and its fgee extremity ex-
tended in close proximity to the straight wall

formed by the bends, whereby the lace, when |
drawn Into the fastening device against the |

free end of the same, cmmot be foreed around

the free extremity thereof and behind the same,
all of which will be more fully hereinafter de-

scribed.
Figures1to 3 of the accompanying dr Awings

show one mode of forming and fixing them, the

grips being shown to an enlarged scale for the
sake of cleal ness.
ing first had its one end at a roughed or cor-
rugated, then has such end bent over, as shown
in perspective at Fig. 1, after which the strip is
agaln bentover, as at d Ifig. 2, 50 as to present
a space betweenthe freeend e¢and thepart b, by
which the grip is fixed, the bending of the
metal forining a straight wall, e
tween the parts a and b may elthel be sufficient-

~ly narrow to cause a lace to be gripped when
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drawn into it, assuming that the part b is fixed
to the outer surface of the leather; but if the
grip be secured to the leather, as shown at Fig.

3, 1n which case the part b 1s passed through |

The strip of metal A, hav-

The space be-
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| a slit in the leather to the back thereof and is
fixed by an eyelet or.other rivet or fastening,

¢/, as shown, the lace is held between the part a
and the surface of the leather. In this arrange-

ment sufficient distanceisleft between the parts
a¢ and b to form a narrow space between a and

the outer surface of the leather, within which
the lace cisdrawn,and in which itis held by the
cnmbined spring action of the parts ¢ and d.

Fig. 4 shows a perspective view, Iig. 5 aside
view, .;md Ifig. 0 a cross-section on lmeX X, of

a modified constructlon in wiich only the ex

. treme part of the end b is passed behind the

leather, for which purpose it is cranked orbent,
as shown, so that the other part of b may ]1e
flat a,n'amst the outer surface of the leather.
In tlns case the lace ¢ 1s gripped between the
two metal surfaces ¢ and b, and to increase the
hold of these they are by preference ribbed or

corrugated,as shown, so that the ribs of the one.

part correspond with the grooves of the other
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part, thus causing the lace to be bent into a

serpentine form when it is drawn in.

Fig. 7 shows a perspective view, and Fig. 8
a side view, of another nmdlﬁcatmu of the hst

deseribed fumnwement in which the end b, in-

stead of DLeing mercl3 cratiked for passmﬂ' be-

hind the leather, is bent back af &/, whereby a

somewhat firmer hold on the leather is insured.
Inthedifferentformsof grip herein deseribed
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and illustrated it will be observed that the

free end a extends along to a point in close
proximity to the wall ¢, formed by the bends in
the metal, which features performan important,

function, m that it prevents the possibility of
“the laclng getting into the space between the

parts @ and b should the lacing be suddenly
jerked or drawn into the grip. \Vele this free
end « of the grip not extended into the posi-
tion shown—that is, in proximity to the wall e,
formed by bending the metal—the lacing could
pass around the free extremity of the part a,
between the same and the wall ¢, and “would
therefore occupy the space between the parts
« and b, which obviously would be very objec-
tlonable and therefore to effectually prevent
such movement of the lacing I extend the free
extremity of the part a to or near the wall ¢, as
hereinbefore stated. The grip herein described
may either be secured by riveting or eyelet-
ing, as shown, or it may be secured by sewing
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or other convenient means, either to the leather

or to the lining of the boot or shoe, or to both.

The above-described improved form of e¢lip
inay also be used for securing the laces of other

wearing-apparel, such as corsets or gloves, and |
also for holding the cords of window-blinds
- and similar purposes, in which case they are
~ provided with suitable lugs or plates for fixing
against the wood-work by nails or SCrews, as.

indicated at Ifig. 9.

‘Prior tomy invention alacer has been made

in which an eye or loop has been formed out of

sbeet metal by bending the end of the metal
which is opposite the base or point where the

lacer is connected with the shoe; but in sueh

case the end of the lacing-string was inserted
‘through the eye formed by the bend of the-

metal, and no provision was made for clamping

the lacing-string when in position, whereas in
my invention the lacing-string is inserted at

any point intermediate of its ends between the

freeend and baseof the lacer,and there clamped
and retained in its introduced position by the
constant spring action of the free end of the
lacer, said free end, as before stated, being of |
suach a length that its point or extreme end lies
in sueh elose proximity to the inner surface

seribing w 1tnes~‘w
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of the lacer that the lacing-string, when insert-
ed between said free end and the base, is pre-
vented from passing the point of the free end
when subjected to strain.

~Having thus described the nature of my in-
vention and in what manner the same is to be

performed, I claim in respect to grips for secur-
1ng the laces of boots and shoes and other simi-
lar purposes—

- A lacing-grip Consi&tinw of the metal base-

plate A, formed with the 011ter folded portion,
d, the wall e, and the inner folded portion, a,

havmn its free extremity extended in closc,

:proxumty to.the wall ¢, to prevent the lacing

inserted between the base-plate and the portion
¢ from gaining access to the space behind the

latter, as and for the purpose described.

In tcstlmony whereof 1 have signed my name
to this specification, in the presence of two sub-
, this 10th day of June, A.

D. 1881, _
THOMAS GREEN.

Withesses:
 PARKER (TRAY

Drapery, Now thampton.
- Rrcd. TOMKINS,

20 Marlket Sgufrm:, Northampton.
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