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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES T. SMITH, a citi-
zen of the United Stmles, residing atNewYork
in the county of New York and State of New
York,have invented certain newand useful Im-
and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My 1nvention relates to an improvement on
parasols or umbrellas for which Letters Pat-
ent were granted me April 19, 1881 ; and the
object of my present improv ement IS to pro-

- vide means for opening a parasol or umbrella

from the outside instead of from the inside,
as is usual. In my said patent the parasol is
arranged to open by descent of the ranner,
and the ranner is of a particular form, having
an annular projection at its lower end to form
a finger:hold adapted to co-operate with a
knob on the end of the stick, and 1s combined
with & noteh provided with a peripheral
ogroove to receive the wire that holds the ribs
and with a cup-shaped recess on 1ts lower side
to receive the runner ends when the parasol
is folded. In my present improvement, al
though these parts are used they are arranged
differently and their operation 1s different, as
will hereinafter be seen.

My 1mpr0vement is illustrated in the ac-

companying drawings, in which Ifigure 1 1s a
perspective view of the same when the para-

sol-top is spread ; and Fig. 2 is a scctional view |

of the stick, notch and runner.
A represents the stiek, provided at 1l:slon er

 end with knob F.
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B is a notech of ordinary constraction and
riveted to the stick, its usual position in rela-
tion to the runner being reversed, howerer,
and attached to notch B are stretchers 7, in-
stead of ribs.

O is the runner, of the form alread,y men-
tioned, as shown in my former patent, but oc-

cupying a reversed position on the stick, hav- q

ing a broad flange or lip, a, on upper end of

tube, and instead of being provided with a

go Scribed, it has attached to its lower end the |

notch to hold the stretchers, as therein de-

| notch D, which corresponds with notch H in

the former case—that is to say, it has a hole
in the center to permit the stick to pass
through, a peripheral groove to receive the
wire that holdstheribs,,instead of the stretch-
ers, and a cup-shapedrecess, j,inone end tore-
ceive the notch B and theinnerends of stretch-
ers i. The runner C is held in place, when
the parasol 1s spread, by the spring m, and
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when pushed above the spring the flange a of 60 |

the runner is flush with a lower flange, o, of
top Id.

The cover of the parasol is fasfened to the
frame over the notch D in the usual manner.

To open the parasol 1t 1s only necessary to
rest the thumb on the top I and grasp the
flange« of the runner between the fingers of
the same band and bring the parts together
by pressure. The parasolis closed by simply
depressing the spring n, which holds the run-
ner in place, when the parasol will close of 1t-
self.

Having thusdescribed my inv entlon what 1
claim, and desire to secare by Letters Pa,teul“
18—

1. In a parasol or umbrella, the combina-
tion of the runner, holding-spring, and stick,
the tube of runner, and the spring and stick
extending above the cover, whereby the para-
sol or umbrella may be opened or closed irom

‘the outside, substantially as deseribed.

2. The stretcher-supporting noteh riveted or
otherwise rigidly secured to the stick, in com-

' bination with the upper rib- suppmtiuw notch

and runner, substantially as described.
3. The ranner provided with the stretcher-

supporting notch at its lower end and a pro-

| jecting tlange constituting a finger-hold at its

upper end, substantially as descmbed
The top E, provided with flange o0, In
combmatmn with the ranner C, prov ided with
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flange a, substantm]l_) as and for the purpose

_descrlbed

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES THOMAS SMITH.

‘Witnesses:
WM. S. MARSH, .
LEWIS LEFFERTS.
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