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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, W K. PARI{ER of
New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Oonnectwut have invented a new lin-
5 provement in I{alsmﬂstor Upholsteryof Felt;
and I do hereby dechre the following, when
taken in connection with acecompanying draw-
ings and the letters of reference marked there-
~on, to be afull, clear, and exact deseription of
10 the same, and which said drawings constitute
part of this specification, and represent, in—
Iigure 1, a piece of upholstery to illustrate
the use of the raisings; Fig. 2, a section of the
felt as prepared for cuttingraisingstherefrom;
15 Iig. 3, the raisings as cut from the sheet or
blank
 This invention relates to an improvement
in the filling, or preparation of filling, for
raised work in upholstery—that is to say, for
20 illustration, material which is 1ntroduced be-
tween thicknesses of fabric, the material be-
ing cut to the desired ornamental shape, and
then a line of stitches ran through the two fab-
rics, following the outline of thefilling, will give
25 a ralsed figure on the surface; such as seen in
Fig. 1. This filling is commonly called ¢ rais-
ings,” from the fact that by its use the sur-
face 18 raised, giving it an embossed appear-
ance, and 18 chiefly used in carriage-work. This
3o filling 1s generally or best made from felt—
first, because it does not {ray at the edges, as
when cut from a plain woven or unfelted fab-
ric; and, second, because felt may be made
so thick tnat but a single thickness will be re-
25 qulred, whereas several thicknesses of fabric
would be required. DButin the use of felt a se-
rious difficulty is experienced in cutting it to
the required shape,because the knifedraws the
felt out of shape, and if it doesnot thusdraw it
40 ouf of shape there is a subsequentdifficulty ex-
perienced in introducing theraising and stitch-
ing around it-—that 1is, the liability to work
out of i1ts regular shape between the fabries.
T'he object of my invention is to overcome
45 this difficulty; and it consists in coating one
or both surfaces of the felt with a sizing of
any suitable material which gives to it a cer-
tain rigidity, sufficient to plevent its working
ouf of shape either in cutting or when intro-

| 1ner.

der surface with a sizing of pasté, glue, or
other material, (indicated as ¢ in Fig.2.) This

sizing may be applied with a brush, by rolls,

or any suitable device. I{ is only necessary
that the sizing shall have such a consistency
that it will not enter into the fiber of the felt
to any considerable extent, but yet when dry
so stiffen the surfice to which it is applied
that it will not permit the felt to be drawn out
of shape longitudinally, transversely, or diag-

|-onally, but will permit the flexibility of the

felt as to bending, rolling, folding, &e. When
the sizing is dry the material is ready for use.
The cutter applies his patterns and cuts there-
from a piece—say B, Fig.3—in the usual man-

the felt, the material is not pulled out of shape
by the drawing of the knife; neither will the
picce which is cut to the requued shape lose 1ts
shape in subsequent use, but is rigid, iike

per.

This raising is applied between the two fub-
rics and the Stltcllmﬂ‘ ran around 1t in the
usual manner, and as seen in Iig. 1, tf_} 011{;
to the surface the proper raised appenraiice.
This stiffening of the raising affords a bette
gulde for the workman than the unstiffened
raising can do. Hence better work is more
easily produced than can be by the old meth-
odof using the unstiffened felt. Insome cases—
as, for instance, in very thick felt—it may be
desirable to apply a eovering over the sizing,
as thin paper or similar thm material, to give
an additional stiffening, the sizing selnnn* to
secure the paperto thefelt. By the term ¢ siz-
ing,” therefore, 1 wish to be understood as em-
bracing such a coating of the surface of the
felt as will give to1it the rigidity required with-
out affecting the soft or elastic character re-
quired for the cushion-like raising. |

This article may be prepared by manufac-
turers of felt as an article of commerce, or it

Because of the sizing upon the surface of
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may be applied to the felt by the upholsterer

himself,
What I claim 18— |
The herein-described improvement in rais-
ings for upholstery, consisting in felt having
its surface coated with a stiffening material
preparatory to the cutting of theraisings there-

sc duced, and as more fully hereinafter described. | from, substantially as described.

I first take felt such as commonly used, and
which 1s an article of commerce, (indicated at

A, Fig, 1,)and coa{: that which is to be the un-
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Witnesses: WILLIAM K. PARKER.
JALLIAN D. ROGERS, -
J0o8s. C. EARLE.,.
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