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To all whom ?,t may concern :

Be 1t known that I, Wu. E. LAWRENCE, of |
‘the city, county, and State of New York, have
Invented certain newand usefulImprm*ements_

i Step-Covers, of which the following is a
specification. |
The object of my invention is to provide a
step-covering cspecially adapted for ont-of-
door stairs; and theinvention consistsin pro-
vidinga convenient covering forsteps with con-
nections which are readily a(]JlIStELble 80 a8 to

fit the covering to steps of different sizes, all

the parts bemn* easily detachable and capable,
- of being redu(,ed to a compact form for stor-
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age. The treads of the different step-covers

‘are constructed to afford a good reliable foot-
1ng under all conditions and in all weathers.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a sectional ele-
vation of a stoop prov 1ded with my improved
covering. TFig. 2 is an edge view of the cov-
ering detached from the steps. Tig. 3 isa per-
Spective view of a section of the covering.

Similar letters of reference 1].’!(11(:‘11’.6 like

parts in all the ﬁnures

My improved step covering consists of sec-
tions C, each comprising a platform or tread,

D, and mefms for connecting thetreadsto each

other. As shown, the connections consist of
1-shaped metal straps B B, which fit closely
to the steps, one end of each strap passing up
1n front of the riser above the step on which
the platform or tread rests, to make connection
with the| section on the step above, and the

~ other end passing down in front of the riser
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below for connection with the next lower sec-
tion, the horizontal portion of the strap sup-
porting the tread D.

The platforms or trcads consist of metal

stripsd, each striphaving both edges tarned up

to form a U-shaped slat,and these slats may be

‘secured tothe straps B bv rivets orin anyother

suitable manner, the flan ges affording a secure
rest upon Wm(,h the foot is not likely to slip.

In case of bad weather the water flows freely
from the covering between the ﬂwnges,leavlng
the foothold dry.

Each strap B is provided at one end with
a slot, E, for the reception of a stud, F, on
the adjacellt end of the next strap, the slota

50 being wide at the upper ends to "ldmlt the

heads of the studs, and narrow below, so that

after the heads are mtroduced the parts will be
firmly connected together, while capable of ver-

tical relative adjustment, so that the cover can |

55 be applled to Steps of dlff'erent helghtsa

The lowel extremity of the covering mav be
secured to the riser of the bottom step in any
suitable. manner—as, for instance, by staples
b, passing over the ends of the straps B, or
each strap may be secured to the step by 3!

bolt or screw. The upper section may also be

fastened in a similar way to the top step.
It will be apparent that the platforms made

of flanged metal strips are light, rigid, afford
a secure hold for the feet, and are ser vlceab]e

as scrapers. These stups may be connected
to a back board or in any other suitable way.
1 am aware that step-covers have been joint-

‘ed, so as to be folded and packed closely to-

gether' and I do not c¢laim broadly a remova-
ble cover capable of compact stowage,

The connections may be made on the hori-
zontal portions of the sections, or on both hori-
zontal and vertical portions, to permit hori-
zontal and vertical adjustment.

Without limiting myself therefore to the ex-
act construction shown 1 claim— |

1. A step-covering cons; isting cf treads D
and connecting devices, constructed substan-
tially as de.scrlbed for detachably uniting the
treads, as speclﬁed

2. The combination, with the platform D of

a step-cover, of straps extending upward from

one edge _and downward from the other, and
devices whereby said straps may be detachably
connected to those of the adJacent platforms,
substantially as set forth.

5. A step-covering composed of platforins
D and straps B B, riveted or bolted to the
platform, forming sections O, which sections
are provided with devices for attaching them
detachably together, substantially as set forth.

4. Thecombination,inastep-covering, of the

platform D, metal strapsB B, benttotheshape

shown, fu.d provided with Slots K, and studs
I, Substantlally as set forth. -

5. A step-cover fread consmtmg of a series
of metal slats, each having edge flanges and
connected substantially as set; iorth

6. The within-described covering or tread,

consisting of strips of metal, having upl]ght

side ﬂanges arranged side by side, and con-
nected together, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presenceof two sub- rog

scllbmg witnesses.
WM, D LAWRENOE;.
Witnesses:
Wwum. C. LAWRENGE,
F D. BAXER. -
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