(Model) L
J. B. H. LEONARD.
GUARD FOR CARVING FORKS. .

~ No. 266,226 Patented Apr. 11,1882,




-

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN B. H. LEONARD, OF GLASTONBURY, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE
~ WILLIAMS BROTHERS MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE. -

GUARD FOR CARVING-FORKS.

‘SPECIFICATION f01'mii1g part of Letters Patent No. 256,226, dated Aeril 11, 1882,
- Application filed November 28, 1881, (Model.) | |

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, JoEN B. H. LEONARD,

of Glastonbury, Hartford county, Connecticut,

haveilnvented certain Improvementsin Guards

- 5 for Table Cutlery, of which the following is a

specification.

Myinventionrelates tothat classof cutlery—
as torks, knives, and steels—designed for ta-
ble use, where it is desirable to afford a sup-

10 port that will prevent thecontact of the blade
with the table, as well as provide a guard to
protect the hand of the operator; and my in-
vention consists in a peculiar construction and
arrangement of the guard and support, where-

'15 by it may be applied with butlittle change of

the ordinary construction of the implement to
knives and steelsas well as forks, and securely
retained 1n either of the positions to which it
may be adjusted. |
20 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a fork with my improvement. Tig,?2
18 a longitudinal section. Tig. 3 is a plan.
Fig. 4 is a view of parts detached; and Fig. 5,
a perspective view, showing my improvement
25 applied toa carving-knife. |
T'he shank, blade, and handle of the imple-
ment may be of any desired form, many of the

usual forms being available in connection with
my improvement without any other alteration -

30 than the boring of a transverse hole, «, through
the shank b, and in some cases the making of
a recess, ¢, at one side thereof.

To lugs s, passing into the hole «, is pivoted
a guard-support, A, shown as consisting of a
35 A-shaped piece of metal or bent wire with
heads at its extremities, the folded end extend-
Ing to one side and constituting the gunard,
and the arms to the other side and constiteting
the support or rest, as is usual in this class of

40 1mplements. | | S
To one side of the tang or shank b is secured
by a rivet, u, or otherwise, a flat spring, B, of
plate, wire, or other suitable material, so con-
structed as to spring toward and tend to lie
45 against the shank, and bearing against pin 1,
projecting from the legs of the guard, and in

sald spring is a notch, e, opposite the noteh ¢, |
serving with said notch ¢ to receive the pin ¢ |

| when the guard is folded to the position shown

in dotted lines, Fig. 2, thereby holding the zo

same securely. When the guard is turned to

the cross position shown in full lines, Figs. 1

and 2, the pin ¢ enters a notch, n, at the end

of thespring,and the guardistherebyretained,

and a terminal lip, m, may be used to afford a ¢«

secure detent, so as torender the folding back

of the guard, when struck by a blow in the di-

rection of the arrow, absolutely impossible.

When the spring is extended along the shank,

as shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2, it is bent to €o

form a shoulder at the point where the lip m

1s on the shorter spring, (shown in full lines,)

and serving the same purpose. The inner end

of the spring extends back, so that the ferrule

p serves as an additional means of binding it 65

to the shank, securing a more desirable at-

tachment and presenting a neater finish. o
The notches ¢ ¢, while desirable, are not es-

sential, and may be dispensed with.

‘I awm aware that supports with springs for 7o
retaining them have been pivoted in slots in

theshanks; butinsuchcasethe shank is weak-

ened, while the springs become inoperative by
the collection of matter in the recesses con-

talning them. By making the support strad- 7z

dle the shank the weakening of the latter is
avolded, and by putting the spring outside it -
s maintained operative. |

1 claim— -

1. The combination, with a carving imple- 8o

‘ment, of a pivoted piece, A, having pin 4, and

a spring, B, arranged on the lower side of the
shank, and having a terminal lip or shoulder,
substantially as set forth, |
2. The combination of the shank, the piece 8
A, pivoted thereto,spring B, and ferrule p, ar-
ranged to confine the spring tothe shank, sub-
stantially as set forth. . -
Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub- go
seribing witnesses. |

JOHN B. H. LEONARD.

Wituesses:
HELEN J. BUNCE,
WILLIAM S. GOSLEE.
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