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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN K. HAMLIN, of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and Improved Butter-Case, of which the
following is a specification.

My improvements relate to cases for hold-
ing buiter for preservation or during trans-
portation. The wooden cases in general use

for packing and transporting butter are ob-
Jectionable on account of the taint they impart

to their contents, and because of the loss by
soakage or absorption of the butter Ly the
wood, thereby leaving a space between the
case and the butter, and exposing the latter to
the deteriorating influence of the air and sur-
rounding odors. It isdifficult to make wooden
cases air-tight, so as to preserve butter for any
length of time, on account of the porous na-
tare of the wood. Rubber packing has been
tried, but the butter was tainted by the odor
of the vulcanized rubber. The latter is also
liable to become soft and sticky when in con-
tact with any fat or oily sanbstance. |
The object of my invention is to provide an
inexpensive, light, and durable case or pack-

and sweet for any length of time, whereby the
finest grades’of butter can Le put up in sum-
mer and kept for winter use. o

The invention consists in means for accom-
plishing the aforesaid object, all of whieh will
Le hereinafter fully described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view and partial section of the improved
case. Ifig, 21s a vertical section of the same,
and Fig. 3is a plan view of the cover. Fig.
4 1s a detail view.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A 1s a wooden box or case of suitable size,
containing aun inner box, B, made of sheet-tin
or galvanized sheet-iron, fitting snugly within
the wooden box.

@ 18 & cast or malleable iron ring, to which
the tin box B is soldered,and which rests upon
the upperedge of box A. Therim ¢ is formed
with lips b, projecting upon the sides of the
box, through which screws are inserted for re-

taining the rim in place, and it is also formed

with slotted lugs ¢, for securing the cover, as
hereinafter deseribed.

Cisthecover, formed of wood with strength-
ening-cleats d, that project over thie lugs ¢ of
the box B. The ends of these cleats are slot-
ted, and carry screw-bolts ¢, which, when in
place, pass throngh the slots of lngs ¢, and
luto nuts ¢’ beneath the lugs. - By these fast-
ening devices the cover can be secnrely and
tightly clamped; but I do not limit myself to
them,as any other suitable device may be used.
The under side of the cover O is lincd with tin
and fitted with bands or strips f of rubber, to
bear on the metal rim of the box. The strips
J are to be covered or incased in any material
that bas been saturated or coated with par-
affine, wax, or their equivalents, thusrendering
them inodorous and impervious to air or moist-
ure; or a sheet of any suitable material satu-
rated with any of the above substances may
be spread over the surface of the case B and
the iron rim a. |

Within the box A are sheets or slides g,of tin

or other snitable material, having holes & near®

their upper ends, as shown in Ifig. 4. These
slides g form movable sides inside of the box
B, and in use should be coated with paraffine
to prevent oxidation. They are also faced with
pieces of muslin, as shown at 4, which have been
previously satarated with a solution of borax
or of borax and brine.

When the case is to be filled the slides ¢ are
first put in place, and the box then filled with
butter, put in under pressure to exclude the
alr. The surface should then be covered with
a dry piece of bleached muslin saturated with
borax. - A sheet of paper or other material
coated with paraffine, wax, or their equivalents
1s placed over the opening of the case and on
the rim @, and on this the rubber band and lid,
which can now be screwed down tightly. The
muslin facings of the slides and the muslin top
will absorb the moisture and buttermilk that
may be liberated during packing, while the
antiacid and antiseptic properties of the borax
will retard or prevent the formation of acidity
towhich therancidity of butter is chiely owing.,
It is evident there can be no soakage or waste

~of butter, and the air being entirely excluded

the contents of the case, in a proper tempera-

ture, will keep sweet for a long time. .
To empty the case, unscrew the bolts, re-

move the cover and elastic packing, lift off the

| paraffined material spread over the surface of
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case and resting on the rim @, and by means
of hooks inserted into the holes /i draw up the
slides ¢ from between their muslin facings. A
space is thus left between the butter and the
sides of the metal case, and the latter can be
readily emptied by inverting it, thus leaving
its contents in a shape and condition for con-
venient division. |

This case or package being of durable con-
struction will serve for continued use, and
thus save theloss to the packerresulting from
the use of ordinary tubs of the tub itself, as
well as the loss by soakage. The metal lining
is preserved Ly a coating of paraffine. I have
found borax to be most efficient in preventing
or retarding acidity in buttermilk, and there-
fore admirably adapted for use in the butter-
cases, as above described. Saltsof soda could
be used, butborax is preferable, as,on account

of its feeble alkaline character, it will not in-

jure the color of the butter. .
The movable slides may be used as parti-
tions, if desired. -

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by lLetters
Paten{—

1. The within-deseribed butter-case,consist-
ing of casing A, lining B, cover C, paratfine-
coated rubberstrips f, slides g,faced with borax-
covered muslin, and means for securing the
top, substantially as and for the purposes
spectfied. |

9, The combination, with a butier-case, of

the slides ¢, coated with paraffine, and covered
with muslin saturated with a solution ot borax,
substantially as described, whereby the slides
are prevented from rusting, and the moisture
and buttermilk absorbed, as set forth. |
3. The cast or malleable iron rim a, com-
bined with the box A, and its mectal lining,
substantially as and for the purposes described.

J. K. HAMLIN.

Witnesses:
D. H. INscHO,
., B. VANDEGRIFT.
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