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To all whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER H. BEACH,
of Linden, in the county of Genesee and State
of Michigan, have invented an Improvement
in Platform-Gears, of which the following is a

specification.

The nature of this invention relates to cer-

- tain new and novel improvements_in the con-

- struction of platform-gears or fifth-wheel plat-

o

forms, and is especially designed as an im-

~ provement upon Letters Patent granted to me

" 20

July 25, 1876, No. 180,316. - .
~ The invention consists in the peculiar con-

- Straetion, arrangement, and various combina-
‘tions of the parts, all as more fully hereinaf-

ter set forth., | - .
Figure 1 is a top perspective. Fig. 2 is a
bottom perspective, .
“In the accompanying diawings, which form

a part of this specification, A represents the |

central bar, to the two edges of which are se-
cured the futchells B B, which are bent out-
wardly, representing aletter Y, the outer e¢nds

- being provided with suitable devices for se-
25

curing them to the springs of a wagon.
C represents the fifth-wheel, rigidly secured

~ to the top of the center bar, while it also rests
- npontheupperedges of the futchells,as shown,
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the king-bolt being designed to pass through
the center bar at the center of thecirele. Un-

~der each side of the futchells is a pendent

- post, d, welded to the lower edge thereof, with
~an eye in the lower end of each, through whicl
~pass the tie truss-rods I, whose ends pass
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e

through brackets b b, forged to the under side
of the futchells near each end thereof, the ends

of the said truss-rods being screw-threaded to |

recelve screw-nuts, by means of which they

are put under tension. At the angle of the
futchells there is a strut, d’, pendent from the

central bar, the foot of said strut terminating
in looks or eyes e, through which pass the

truss tie-rods D. The forward end of the cen-
~tral bar is extended forward and bifurcated,
as shown, and at the front end is connected
with the ends of the futchells by meauns of the |
o bar E, the ends of the center bar being further
- connected together by the strap T, thus form-

e

| ing a socket for the reception of the end of a
slip-tongue, while the opposite end of the bar co
1s provided with a suitable device for securing

| the platform to the cross-spring. |

G is a bifurcated brace, two arms of which
are secured to the under face of the central
bar, while the outer or single arm is provided gz
with an eye, which slips over the lowerend of
a draw-bolt, H, which is forged to the under
side of the bar E, said bolt being threaded to
receive the nut 2, which secures the end of the
brace to place. . '“

The draftis applied by means of whiffietrees
upon the draw-bolt H, as in the usnal manner.

To prevent side sway or depression of the
circle I further strengthen it by means of the
brace-rods o, which extend from each side of 6

6o

| the strut d, and are secured to the circle in any

snitable and rigid manner. |

By this construction I produce a platform
‘which is light and comparatively inexpensive,
and yet capable of snstaining any weight 7o
which may be imposed upon the vehicle of
which it forms a part. | o
- What I claim as my invention is—

1. A-tifth-wheel platform consisting of acen- =~
tral bar, A, cross-bar E, and futchells B B, se- 7 5
cured at their ends to said central bar and
cross-bar, in combination with the tie truss-
rods D, the brackets b, and the struts d, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

2. In afifth-wheel platform,the combination, 8o
with the central bar A, the cross-bar E, the
futchells B, and the tie truss-rods D, of the
strat d’, secured to the ecentral bar, A, and pro-
vided with hooks ¢, the struts d, and the brack-
ets b, substantially asand for the purpose speci- 85
fied, | | o |
o. Inafifth-wheel platform, the combination,
with the central bar, A, cross-bar E, fatchells
B, brace-rods D, struts d d/, and the brackets
b, of the circle C and the brace-rods o, secured go
to said circle and to the strut d’, substantially
as and for the purpose specified. o |

~ ALEXANDER H. BEACH.

Witnesses: ' - |
-~ H. 5. SPRAGUE,

CHAS. J. HUNT.
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