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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, ALBERT D. ROBINSON

‘and HERBERT W. THOMPSON, citizens of the

United States, residing at Cascade, in the
county of Kent and State of Michigan, have

“invented new and useful Improvements in

Fences, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. |

Our invention relates to that class of porta-
ble fences in which the fence is composed of
sections adapted to be set up and connected

~ together in order to form a continnous line of

fence 1n any desired locality.
Our improvement is directed to mears for

Jlocking the posts to the fence-sections in or-

der to support the latter; and it is further di-

‘rected to means for varying the angles between

the post and its supporting-base, so that the

- post can be adjusted to a vertical position
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when it is arranged for supporting the fence
upon a hillside. |

In-the drawings which illustrate our in-

- vention, I"igure 1 represents a portion of the
- fence with the posts connected therewith by
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our improved locking devices. TFig. 2 repre-
sents one of the posts adjusted so as to be set
up on the side of a hill, and Fig. 3 represents

 the post rigidly attached to its base.
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Hach section of the fence comprises a series
of horizontal boards or rails, A, secured at

their ends between the vertical battens B, and

further braced by a batten, B/, located at or
about the center of the section. These sec-

~ tions are joined together to form a line of fence
by ingserting the tongues C of one section into
- the sockets formed between the battens at the
The fence-post D

end of the adjaceunt section. nce-|)
Is connected at its lower end with a base, E;

~ which consists of a stout plank or timber hav-
40

ing atits ends the blocks or feet I, which not

~onlyraise the plank from the earth, so as to pre-
- vent 1ts rotting, but which also adapt it to be
- supported upon uneven ground. The postiscon-
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- nected to one of the sides of the base at a point

about midway ofits length,and it is braced Ly
means of an inclined brace, G, which is connect-

. ed with the post and with one end of the base E.

»

‘The device for locking the fence to this post

congists of a latch, H, that is pivoled to the

post and adapted to be swung down, so as to | the slot in the post, so that in adjusting the 100

| engage with one of-the'fence-rails, thereby

holding the latter against an edge of the post.

Prior to engaging this latch with a rail it can

be swung up in line with the post, as shown
by dotted lines &, Fig. 2, in which position it
will be maintained by means of a spring, I
that is secured at its lower end to the fence-
post. When, however, the latch is swung
down so as to engage the rail, its butt-end
will clear the spring, so that when the latch
has assumed a horizontal position the upper
end of the spring will be under the butt-end

of the latch, and thus prevent its hook end

from being accidentally raised from its engage-
ment with the rail. X |

A block, e, is secured upon the base E along-
side of one of the edges of the post, so that the
lower rail of the fence can be fitted between
the post and said block.
lower part of the fence steady, while the latch
will bold its upper part. In place of this bloek,
a mortise could be formed in the base E for re-
ceiving the rail, although we prefer the block
herein shown. | | ] |

In order to adjust the post to a vertical po-

sition when its base E is placed upon the side

of a hill, we pivot the lower end of the postin
an inclined mortise, K, that is formed in one
side of said base. We also pivot the inelined
brace at its lower end to the base E, and pro-

vide its upper end with a stud or pin, g, ar-

ranged to work in a slot, L, formed in the post.
By this arrangement it will be seen that the
post and brace can be turned on their respect-

‘ive pivots to the required extent, such move-

ment of the same beinglimited by the inclined
walls of the recess in which the post. is piv-
oted. As thepostis turned upon its pivot the

.
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This will hold the
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brace will likewise turn upon its own pivot,

and the stud or pin carried at the upper end

of the brace will work along the slot in the

post. In this way the base I can be set on the
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side of @ hill and the post can be adjusted in

& vertical position. The post is cut away at
its lower end, so as to form a shoulder, M,
which, when the post is set at right angles to
the base, rests upon the latter.

It will be evident that a series of teeth or
notches could be formed in one of the sides of
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latter the brace could be arrested and secured
at any desired point by engaging its stud or
pin in the said line of notehes. -
- In some instances the post might be rigidly
attached to the base and the brace rigidly at-
tached to the base and to the post; but we
prefer the arrangement first described. The

soring can be made of wood or metal, and the.
latch may also be of wood or metal, as pre-

ferred.
The above devices are cheap, simple, and at
the same time strong and durable, and will be

found especially adapted for fencing uneven

or hilly land. |
What we claim 1s— .
1. The fence-post provided with a pivoted

latch for engaging the rail of a fence, and with |
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a  spring adapfed {o maintain the latch in its
engagement with the fence-rail, substantially
as described. | |

2. The fence-post pivoted to a base, E, and
provided with means for connecting 1t with
the fence, in combination with the inclined
brace, pivoted at one end to the base and at
its other end carrying a stud or pin working
in a slot in the post, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
our hands in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses.
| ALBERT D. ROBINSON.
HERBERT W. THOMPSON.
Witnesses: | |
' ELMER R. THOMPSON,
CALBERT SMITH,
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