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To all whom 1+t may concern: . .
Be it known that I, HUBBARD C. CHESTER,

~of Noank,in the countyof New London,and in
" the State of Connecticut, haveinvented certain
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~as arranged for and in use; and Figs. 2, 3, and.
4 are respectively horizontal sections
lires x x, 2 2, and 2’ 2/ of Fig. 1.
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new and useful Improvements in Croquet-
Stands; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description

| thereof, reference being had to theaccompany-

ing drawisgs, making a part of this specifica-
tion, in which— S
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my stand

upon

Letters of like name and kiid refer to '1ike
parts in each of tke figures. =~

- The object of my invention is to provide a

- 20
pally,in acombined croquet-stand and center

simple, efficient,and convenient means for sup-
porting the mallets and balls used in the game
of croquet; and to this end it consists, princi-

~ wicket, substantially as and for the purpose
~ hereinafter specitied. '

Y

It consists, further,in a stand for supporting
croquet mallets and balls, secured to or upon
the apper end of a center wicket, substantially

- as and for the purpose hereinafter shown.

It consists, finally, in 2 croquet-stand pro-

_ vided with a series of pockets for the reception
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~ the heads of mallets similarly arranged at a

of balls arranged horizontally around an axial
center, a series of pockets for the reception of

- point above said ball-pockets, and a series of
~ sockets orrecesses adapted toreceive and con-
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tain the upper ends of the handles of said mal-
lets, substantially as and for the purpose here-

“inafter set forth.
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In the annexed drawings, A and A repre-
sent two arched rods, which are arranged with

their points downward and their carved cen-

ters crossed, so as to form the center wicket

- usuallyemployed in the game of croquet. The
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rods A are each preferably made in two pieces,
and their upper ends conunected by means of a
collar, B, into which the same are screwed.

Secured within and extending upward from
the collar B is a rod or standard, C, upon
which, near its upper end and at a point im-
mediately above said collar, are two collars, D
and I, respectively,into which are secured the

~ends of a number of rods, I, (preferablyfour,)

that from theirupperends nearly to theirlower ) .

nation, and from thence to said collar E have
a downward and an inward curve. _

At a short distance above the eollar E a rod,
G, extends horizontally around the rods F,

preferablyinthe form of aright-angled square,

and within the same and supported thereby
areprovided anumber of wire pockets, ¢, which

are semi-spherical, and are each adapted tore-
ceive and contain a croquet-ball, H. A sec-

ond horizontal rod, I, extends around the rods
I¥ a short distance above the rod G, and upon
the inner side of the same are attached a num-
ber of pockets, ¢, which correspond to and are
each adapted to receive and contain the head

1 of a mallet, K, said mallet being placed with
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1ts handle % in or near an upright position. |

Theupperend of each handlekis held in place
by being passed through an eye or socket, I,
that 1s formed by a rod, L, which encircles the
rods I near their upper ‘ends, or by resting
within a recess formed in or bysaid wire at the
point where said socket is shown, the arrange-
ment being such as to cause said mallets to
maintain the positions shown in Fig. 1.
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The arrangement of the ball-pockets and the

i pockets for the mallet-heads upon different

planes enables the stand to be made much
smaller horizontally than would be practicable

1f said pockets occupied the same plane, by

which means the appearance of the article is
materially improved and less space required
for storage and during transportation.
- When used as a stand merely the lowerend
of the device may be secured within a base, M;
but for use as a center wicket the rods A are
each pointed, and at a suitable point provided
with a collar, a, that determines the distance
to which the same may enter the ground, by
which means no special care is necessary in
piacing saild wicket in position. |

As constructed the stand affords a convens-
ient, simple, and compact means wherebyero-

quet balls and mallets ‘may be safely stored,

So

90

95

and, 1f° desired, carried from place to place

without injury or liability to displacement.
If desired, the stand may be left in position

upon the croquet-ground, in which event a wa-

ter-proof covering should be provided to slip
over sald stand, so as to proiect the articles
supported therebyfrom injury by the elements.
Having thus fully set forth the nature and
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merits of my mventlon, what I claim as new
1S—

1. A combined croquet - stand and center
wicket, substantially as and for the purpose
speclﬁed

2. A stand for supporting croquet mallets
and balls, secured to or upon the upper end of
a center Wicket, substantially as and for the
purpose shown.

3. A croquet-stand provided with a series of
pockets for the reception of balls arranged
horizontally around an axial center, a series of

pockets for the reception of the heads of mal- |

—

255,596

lets similarly arranged at a point above said

ball-pockets,and a series of sockets or recesses 13

adapted to receive and contain the upper ends
of the handles of said mallets, substantially as

and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing T

have hereunto set my hand this 23th day of 20

December, 1331.
HUBBARD C. CHESTER.

Witnesses:
W, C. FOXWELL
J. M BISCOE.
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