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-~ and at the same time supporting the same, all
of which will be hercinafter more ful]y CX-

'_Im

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

. WILLIAM LEPPER, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO.

TOP-PROP FOR VEHICLES.

SEECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 255,520, dated March 28, 1882,

e | Application filed January 4, 1832,

(No model.)

To all whom it ma y concern:. -
Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM LEPPDR a
citizen of the United ‘Smtee, residing at (zleve-

land, in the county of Cuyahoga aud State of
Ohlo, have 1nvented certain new and useful

Improvements in Top- Supportb for Vehicles,

~of which the following is a specification, ref-

erence being bad therem to the accompanying
drawings. :

This invention has relation toimprovements
in supports for vehicle-tops; and it consists
in the novel construction and arrangement of

the same, whereby the top of a vehlule i3 re-
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lieved from a sudden jar or shock when low-

ered, thereby pleventin"w'injury to the top

plained.
The annexed dmwmfm tow hmh refereuce is
made, tully nluutrate my 111\ ention, in which—
Figure 1 represents a top or plan view of my
improved vehicle - top support. Fig. 2 rep-

- resents a vertical sectional view of the same.

2

Flig. 3 represents a cross-sectional view.
4 represents a bottom view, having the cap re-

g,

moved. Fig. 5 represents a view of the cap

removed from the support; and Fig. 6 repre-.

 sents a cross-sectional view, snmhr to Fig. 3
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with the cushion removed.
‘The letter A designates the bar Or Srm ust-

~ally secared to Vehmlee and vebicle-seats and
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R are fermedlufrs b%, for apurpose hereinafter
‘mentioned. | |

C designates a removable cap, in the cen-

projecting from the sides thereof, the same
being of square form in cross-sectmn, and
provided at i1ts outer end with the usual nut,

a, and screw-threaded stem a/, the whole being

of the well-known counstruction, and to which
I will apply,and illustrate in the drawings, my
improvement.

B designates a hollow metal shell of L)lm-

“drical form, and provided in its upper portion

with a groove, b, extending . its entire length,
and ha\mg at 1ts otter end a stationary head
', through the center of which is a nerfom-
tlon_,_ b2, and on the inner face thereof a flange,
0%, and on the end opposite to that of the head

ter of which i1s made a square opening, ¢, and
near the edge slots ¢/’ and flange ¢ .
D indicates the cushion, cut in form to cor-

respond and fit within the groove aforesaid.

Havmg given a description of the various |

|

|

overlapping that end of the cushion.
same time the lags &* pass through the slots ¢’

parts of which 1ny"'"imp1*ove(1-_ t0p~support'ie
composed, I will now explain its operation and

the manner 1n which the part{s are connected.

It will be observed from the above deserip-
tion that the groove forms a part of the shell
aforesaid and is stepped within the same,
thereby forming sides and bottom, making a,
receptacle for the cushion. The cushlou which
may be of leather, rnbber, or any suitable ma-
terial, is placed within said groove, and one
end i is forced beneath the flange 1° of the head

V', after which the cap O is plaoed on the op-

poswe or inner end of the shell, the flang: ¢?
At the

in said cap, and are clinched, as shown in
IFig. 2 of the drawings. The shell is then
placed upon thearm A, and secuud thereto by
meaus of the nut a. |

It will be further seen that bv my construec-
tion of a support for teluele-tops the parts
are detachably applied to one another, and
the cashion projects above the shell, for the

purpose herein set forth, and is remombly-
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secured to ‘the same, can be easily replaced

by another if worn by use, and at the same
time the weight of the vehicle-top is received

by the arm A, thereby relieving the shell

from pressure, and the cushion, being of elas-
tic material, relieves said arm and top from
sudden jar or shock when the top is lowered.
Again, the parts being easily applied to one
anobhel makes 1t simple in construction, and
1t is durable, not liable to get out of 01der
and at the same time cheap to manufacture.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
1$—

1. Tua velnele -fop Suppmt the shell B ‘hay-
ing flange¢?,and the removablecap C, prmﬂded

| with slots ¢/, whereby the cushion may be se-

cured to the shell as shown and described.
2. In a sunpmb for vehicle-tops, the combi-

11‘11;101’1, with the cushion D, arm A,andshell B,
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haviog ﬂdnge b°, of the removable cap O, hav-

ing slots ¢ ﬂdnge ¢?, and groove b and lugs
b, as shown and deeembed -
Tn testimon y whereof I affix my si gnature in

presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM LEPPER.

Witnesses ;
J. T. STRONG,
C. M., CLARK,
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