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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM B. MONTGO0OM-
ERY, a citizen of the Umted States of America,
remdmﬂ' at Belair, in the county of Harford

z and State of ‘\hrylaud have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Can-Openers;
and I do hereby declare the fullowing to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, sueh as will enable others skilled in the

1> art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, and to letters or figares of ref-

erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this speecification.
My invention relates to a device for nneap-
ping cans containing fruit, vegetables, oysters,
and the like. The device Operates by first un-
soldering the cap and then removing it by a
piercer.
The construction of the device and its mode'
of operaticn will first. be described, and the
invention will then be designated in the claims.
In the drawings hereto annexed, Ifigure 1
is a view of the opener, partly in section, show-
25 ing its mode of operation on a can. Ifig. 2 1s
- a view of the handle and cap-piercer detached
{rom the iron block. Ifig. 3 1is a vertical sec-
tion of the iron block. Fig. 4 1s a side view
of the block transverse to the side shown in

30 Figs.1and 3. Fig.5isa bottom view of the
iron,

The letter A designates a blocL of cast-iron
of any approved shape, and of size at the
base part, b, to cover an ordinary can-cap. In

35 the present instance the shape of the block at
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the base is hexagonal, as seen in Ifig. 5, and

the bottom has a slight central concavity, ¢
A hole, d, extends in the vertical direction
through the block and admits the passage of
4o the piercer-rod E. Thelowerendofthe piercer
is pointed, as shown at f, and its upper end is
provided with a handle, g. The object of the
sharp point on the lower end of the rod is to
penetratethe cap h of the can. Therod, 1t will

45 be understood, is capable of a vertical move- :

ment through the block.
A detachable handle, I is provided for the
block, and consists of two prongs, k, forming
a pair of tongs having a catch, =, at the ex-
sc tremity of each prong. Af the upper end of
the pair of tongs a hole is provided, as indi-
~ cated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, to admit the

plecer -rod and permif it to move vertically. |

{ The top part of the iron block has on each of

II'F

1fs opposite. sides a recess, p, into which the
entire ends of the prongs enter Bach recess
has a noteh, », with which the cateh » at the

‘extremity of the prongs engages, and by this

means the tongs which constitute the detach-
able handle are secured to theiron block.

The device is operated as follows: The iron
block is placed upon a hot stove or in the
stove-grate to be heated. The handie 1 1s de-
tached Ly simply springing the prongs apart,
which releases the eatches # from the notches
. When the iron block is heated to a tem-
perature sufficient to melt solder the handle
1s attached to the block by entering the ex-
tremitiesof the prongs into the recesses p,when
the catches » will spring into the notches.

The block 1s now placed over the cap on the

top of the can, as indicated in Fig. 1, when the

loosen the cap, and then by pressing on the
handle g the piercer-rod is forced through the

-cap, and the latter may be removed, as 113 w 111

adhere to the rod.

It will be nnderstood th(, iron block 1s not

intended to be rotated, and that the rod is to

move merely vertically throaugh the block. |
Having described my invention, I claim and

desire tosecure by Letters Patent of the United

States—

1. The combination, in a can-opener, of a
mefal block to fuse the solder about the can-

cap, and a plercer-rod to penetrate the cap and

remove it, as set forth.”

2. The combmatlon in a can-opener, of a
metal block to fuse _thb solder, and a rod pass-
ing freely vertically through the block, having
its extremlty pointed to penetrate the ezm -cap,

“as set forth.

3. The combination, in a can-opener, of a
metal block to fuse the solder, a pointed rod
topenetrate the can-cap,and a handle attached
to the metal block, as set forth.’

4. The combination, in a can-opener, of a
metal block fo fuse t-he solder about tbe can-
cap, means to remove the cap, and a detacha-
ble handle, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix wy signature

In presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM B. MONTGOMERY.
Witnesses: -

W. H. DALLAM
IEIOHARD DALLAM.
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heat of the block will fuse the solder, and thus
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