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To all whom 'cé May concern :

Be it known that I, FRANCIS J. WERNETH,
of Baltimore city, State of Maryland, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Curtain-Cord Tighteners; and I hereby de-
clare the same to be fully, clearlv and exactly
described as follows, reference bemg had to

- the accompanying drawings, in which—
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IFigure 1 1s a front elevation of the device,

and Ifig. 2 a sectional view on the line x x of

Fig. 1.

My invention relates to devices for main-
taining a proper tension of the cords of win-
dow-curtains; and it has for its object to pro-
duce an article of that class saperior 1n point
of etficiency to those heretofore used, while be-
ing of such construction as to be ver y cheaply
made.

In the drawings, A is the frame or plate,
having perforated end tangs, a, for the secur-
ing-screws b. Theframe A hasacentrallongi-
tudinal slot, in which slides the.block C, hav-
ing roller B for the curtain cord, and thumb
piece ¢, whereby the block may be pressed
downward in the slot. At one or both sides
of the frame is a ratchet, d, of which the teeth
ponlt downward, and mth whlch a sprmg, D,
riveted to the block C, engages.

The frame A and ratcheb d may be made by

casting; but by preference they are formed by |

punching up a plate of sheet-brass to the shape

shown, in which case the teeth may be made )

| by indenting the side of the frame, or else may

be formed by casting on a bar which is held
in place in the frame A by compressing the
latter upon it. In this case the top e of the
frame 1s folded over upon the bar so as to hold
1t down against the strain of the cord.

The block C has on either side a smooth
groove, f, in which the edge // of the frame A
fits, so that the block slides smoothly in the
slot,and the tendency to tilt incident upon the
usaal ratcheted front of the frame is avoided.
The frame is open at the bottom, permitting
the block C to be slid complutelv out of the
frame should the curtain-cord slacken to that
extent, when, the slack being taken up, the
block is reinserted at the top.

The device is ornamental in outward ap-
pearance, the ratchet and its spring or pawl
being hid, and the mode of constructing it
leaves nothmg to be desired in poing of econ-
omy.

"What I claim is—

In combination with the sheet metal frame,
open at top and bottom for the insertion of the
slide, and having internal lateral ratchet, the

block O, grooved to fit the edges of the frame,
- and hannn‘ the knob or pulley for the cord

as set for th

| FRANCIS J. WERNETH.
Attest: |
S. D. WILLIAMS,
JNO. T. MADDOX.
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