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. To all whom it may concern :

||||| e

P Be it known that I, JOEN B. BELCHER, a
S ~citizen of the United. States.} residing at bhar
| lotte, in the county of Eatoun, Smte of Michi-
5 gan, have invented a new and Improved Boot-
Strap, of which the following, when taken in
connection with the awompan)mg drawings
and the letters of reference, is a specification.
This invention has for its object the manu-
10 facture of a boot- -strap especially applicable
fo rubber boots, Whleh shall be strong dura
ble, and eonvenient.

It consists of a metallic strap or loop pro-
- vided with a holder and a support, being con-

| 1% structed as herein recited and descrlbed
= Referring to the drawings, Fi igure 1 1s a per-
| - Spectwe view of a rubber boot provided with
| my improved straps. Figs.2 and 3 represent
the metallic loop A and the holder B. TIig. 4
20 illustrates the arrangement of loop- A and

holder B before applying to the boot and Fig.
O the support D.

The metallicloop A is made with its top part ¢

- rounding and smooth for the fingers, wmle Its

- 25 lower portion ma;y be thmnvr and suf clent]y
light., |

The holder Bis a. pzece of strong cloth cov-

ered with a coating of rubber, or a combina-

tion of rubber and fabric of requlred dimen-

30 sions, which is then slit, as shown in Fig. 3,

to be folded on dotted lme C, then pa%ed

tluough and placed around loop A asin Iig. 4,

The support D is simply a pua(,e, cut irom

-prepared rubber and fabric, of sufficient thick- |
3 5, ness and pmpe-l size to fit 11131(1(, that portion |

- of loop A which extends below top of boot.
The whole, being thus arranged, is placed be-
tween the boot and its lining, w1th the round-
ing top portion of loop A onlv extendlm gabove
the top of the boot.

1t will be understood that the material of
which theholder Band support D are composed

is of such a nature or prepared so that it will
adhere to the parts of the boot-leg, and so
that the usunal vulcanizing process will make 4¢
the attachment permanent, the holder B and

support D thereby for ming a double support
to the loop A, preventing it from working loose
at either Slde or lower end, the support D also
serving to fill up the space inside the loop A,
and preventing any uneven appearance on out-
side of boot. |

This strap possesses a great advfmtfwe over
all stitf’ or upright straps for rubber boots in
use in that it is much more sightly, as the top zs
part may have a bright or japanned finish ;

and 1t will not wear apart or become flimsy by
long use, as do all other straps which are com-
- posed only of clothand rubberor rubber fabrie.

I claim—

The combination of the metallic loop A, the
cloth or rubber holder B, the cloth and rubber
support D,and the rubber boot-leg, as and for

the purposa herein described and specified.

In testimony whereof I hereby affix my sig- 65
nature in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN B. BELCHER.
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Witnhesses:

L. O. SuITH,
SETH W. LOWELL.
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