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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that we, WirLiAM R. PITT and
CHARLES H. DUNKS, citizens of the United
States of America, residing at New York, in

haveinvented certain newand useful Improve-
ments in Bedsteads; and we do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to whigch it appertains
to make and nse the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
or figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification. o

Figurelisaperspective view of ourimprove
bedstead. Fig.1*isa detached view,enlarged,
of the cast-metal corner-piece aud the socket-
piece. Fig.2isalongitudinalsection,enlarged,
taken through one of the s'de rails. Tig. 3 is
a vertical section taken through one of the end
rails. Kig. 4 1s a detached view of one of the
corner-pieces. Fig. 5 is a plan view of one of
the cast-metal corner-pieces.

The primary objects of ourinvention are two-
fold : |

First, to produce a bed-bottom which is |
adapted equally well to be nsed with a wooden
bedstead and also with an iron bedstead s and
to this end one part of ourinvention consistsip
combining with the end rails and side rails of
the bed-frame metallic corner-pieces,whichare
adapted to rest upon cleats or ribs, which are
employed inordinary wooden bedsteads tosap- |
port the bed - bottom, and are also provided
each with one member of a detachable fasten-
ing adapted to engage with and rest upon a cor-
responding supporting member of a fasten-
ing device to be attached to the post of an iron
bedstead. ; |

Second, to relieve the posts of an iron bed.-
stead from all tension or strain of the fabric
which supports the mattress or the person ly-
ing thereon; and to this end the second part
of our invention consists essentially in com-
bining with the side rails of the bed-frame cor-
ner-pieces adapted to support end rails above
the plane of the side rails, so as to receive the
endsof a flexible fabric,and also provided each.
with one member of a detachable fastening de-
vice adapted to engage with and rest upon a

corresponding supporting member of the fast-
ening device to be attached to the post of an
iron bedstead. - -

In the drawings, A A represent the upper

portions, and B B the lower portions, of the
posts of the bed.

C is a socket-piece, supported centrally on
each of said posts, its socket ¢ being by pref-

~erence circular in eross-section and slightly ta-

pering, and provided with a throat, ¢/. This
socket may be either cast upon the central part
of the leg, or it may cast separately, having a
vertical secrew-threaded hole throughit,in which
the opposing ends of the legs are inserted, the
legs being made of round iron gas-pipe, or they
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may be cast inornamental designs, and either -

screwed In or otherwise secured thereto, the
central end bars, H, of the bedstead being per-
manently secured to the socket-pieces, prefera-
bly by casting these latter parts upon the ends
of the bars H. | |

D 1s the body of the corner-piece, having a
lug, d, connected therewith by means of a web,

d’, the wing corresponding in shape and size to-

the socket c. , -

D’ 1s an arm of the corner-piece, having an
angular recess, d>, formed therein to receive an
end rail, E, which is made of angle-iron and has
upon one edge of the horizontal wing a series
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of small holes, ¢, to which is to be attached a 8o

fabrie, as will be hereinafter explained.
D?1sanotherarm ofthecorner-piece, forming
a support for one end of a side rail, F, and in
the construetion shown in Fig. 1 this arm D3
1s secured to the angle-iron side rail by being
cast around it. | '
In the construction of this bed we prefer to

‘use the fabric shown in Patent No. 241,321 to

Dunks and Ryan, one end of each coiled spring
being hooked throughone of the small holes e.

(3 1s a brace, connected at its ends to the side
rails near their centers, and serving as a brace
to prevent sidewise deflection of these rails
when tension is applied to the fabric. |

In setting up this bed-bottom the ends of the
end rails, k K, are inserted loosely in the sock-
ets d* of the corner-pieces. All the coiled
springs at one end of the fabric may be con-
nected to one of the end rails. The operator
can then commence at the other end and con-
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nectthe coiled springs, one by one, to the other | ourselves to be the first to make a detachable

endrail, and whenthis operation has been com-
pleted it will be found that the tension of the
fabric will hold the corner-pieces and side rails
in place relative to the end rails by the friction
of the end rails in their sockets; but we pre-
fer to nse the central brace, (x, to further assise
in holding the frame together, as well as to sup-
port the side rails against sidewise detflection.

Bvan examination of the drawingsit will be
readily understood that instead of the legs A
B sustaining any part of the tension of the fab-
ric, or being in any manner strained thereby,
the legs themselves are kept in vertical posi-
tion by reason of their attachment to the cor-
ner-pieces; and it will also be seen that the
weight of the mattress, the fabric, and its oc-
cupant does not tend to deflect the posts from
their vertical positions, but simply produces a

downward thrust upon them.

It is apparent that some of the advantages
incident to our invention may be derived if
the end rails were permanently attached to the
corner-pieces, the side rails being made re-
movable and having the fabrie attached there-
to; but we prefer the construction shown.

It will also be understood that the socket ¢
may be formed in the corner-piece in an in-
verted position, the lug d being cast upon the
part C in an inverted position.

Weare aware that iron bedsteads have been

made with angle-iron side and end rails,
supported in or upon bearing-blocks or socket-
pieces cast upon the posts. Hence we do not
claim such construction, broadly;butwe believe

!

r substantially as described.

frame of angle-iron side and end rails with me-
tallic corner-pieces adapted to support a tlexi-
ble fabric under tension, in combination with
detachable fastenings for connecting the same
with the posts of a bedstead.

What we claim 18—

1. In a bed-bottom, the combination, sub-
stantially as herein set forth, with the side rails
and the end rails, of the metallic corner-pieces,

constituting a frame adapted to support a flexi-

ble fabric, each corner-piece being provided
with one member of a detachable socket-fast-

ening device, adapted to be connected with-

and rest upon a corresponding member of a
socket-fastening device of an iron bedstead,
substantially as set forth.

2. In a bedstead, the combination, with the
posts, of the socket-pieces C, having the end
bars, H, permanently attached thereto, the cor-

ner-pieces D, detachably connected with the

socket-pieces, the end rails I, and side rails, If,

3. Inabed-bottom,the herein-described cast-

an end rail and one end of a siderail, and pro-
vided with one member of a detachable socket-
fastening device, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.
WILLTAM R. PITT.
CHAS. H. DUNKS®.
Witnesses:
HENRY GOTTGETREN,
LUTHER SHAFER.
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metal corner-piece D, supporting one end of 6o
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