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(No model,)

To all whom 1t may concern:

‘Be it known that we, ROBERT BUTTER- (

WORTH and REUBEN S. BOLLES, citizens of
the United States, residing at Nashwlle, in
the county of Dawdson and State of Tennes-
see, have invented an Improvement in Trim-
mm o the Tops of Vehicles, of which the follow-
ing 1s a specification.

Our invention relates to an improvement in
the manner of frimming the tops of buggies,
carriages, or other top-v vehicles. ’

The method heretofore generally employed
of trimming the tops of vehicles leaves at the
back and hont a ridge projecting above the
line of the top, that prevents the water from
running off, which, in consequence thereof,

soaks in and rots the top and head linings of

the vehicle, as well as the upper part of the
back curtains and quarters. Oar object has
been, by this invention, to improve on this
method of trimming, and to form at the front
and rear of the top what we ferm a ‘* hood-val-
lant,” which, being a continuation of the top
and in a line with it, offers no impediment to
the running off of the water, but carries it over
and beyend the top, preteetmg the head-lin-

ings, curtains, &c., and at the same time forms -

a neater finish, and can be puton with less la-

bor and time than by the old method,and with.

a saving of stock.

Our invention will be readily understood
from the following description, reference being
had to theaccompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, and in' which—

- Figure 1 is a sectional view of the frontpor-
tion of the top of a vehicle trlmmed by our
improved method, and Fig. 2 a similar view
of the rear portlon Ig. 8 is a perspective
view of the top complete

Similar letters referto similar parts through-
out the several views.

In the drawings, A and A’ represent re-
spectively the front and rear bows of the top
of a vehicle; B, the root-piece, and O the head-
linings,

The manner of trimming is as follows: The
head-lining, if any is used, is put in as by the
old method and brought over and fastened on
the top of the front and rear bows, A and A’.
A piece, a, called a ‘“facing,” extending from

L

prop to prop,is then tacked to the lower edge
of the front bow, a welt or cord, b, is placed
thereon, and the facing-piece « brought over
said welt or cord and secured to the top of the
bow A, as shown in Fig. 1. A piece of stiff
harness leather or other suitable material, D,

is next securely fastened onto the top- bow A

over the facing-piece a, extending from prop
to prop and prmeetmg over the front edge of
said bow A, as shown.
hood-vallant, and over. this the roof-piece B
and side quarters of the top are brought,
turned under, and stitched through the piece
D at ¢ close to the facing-piece a. The back
is trimmed in a similar manner: the back cur-
tains, E,and back quarters being first securely
fastened to the top of the rear bow, A/, the
viece of leather or other suitable n:mtemal D/,

isplaced thereon, projecting overthe reared ge,

and fastened securely to the top of said bow,
and the roof-piece B and side quarters brought

over and stitched thereto at ¢/, 1n the manner

above described for the front.
The top of a vehicle may by this method be
trimmed easier, quicker, and neater finish se-

cured than by the method generally employed,

while the back curtains are not so easily torn
off.

Having thus deseuhed our Inv entmn what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A strlp of leather or other material, D or

| D/, secured to the top of a vehicle at the front

or rear, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. The combination of the strip D, roof-piece
B, facing a, welt b, and the bow A of a vehicle-
tOp, substantlally as shown and described, and
for the purpose set forth.

3. The herein-described improvement in the

trimming of vehicle-tops, consisting in secur- .

ing to the bows at front and rear a strip of
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leather or other material, whereby a hood is

formed in line with the top or roof-piece, sub-
stantially as shown and described.
ROBERT BUTTERWORTH.
REUBEN S. BOLLES.
Witnesses: |
IRA CONNER,
WM, T. RANDLE.
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