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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, WILLIAM W, SWEENEY,
of the town of Middlebury, in the county of
Addison and State of Vermont, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Fau-
cets for Beer and other Kegs, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. -
- My invention relates to that class of faucets
which are generally attached to kegs used by
retailers of malt liqnors, which said faucets
are either left in the keg or are attached there-
to and removed therefrom when the keg is
received, filled, and when it isreturned empty
to be refilled. :

My invention consists in a certain novel con-

‘struction and combination of parts, whereby

the keg may be tapped by merely attaching
an ordinary screw-fancet to a permanent sec-
ondary faucet, which may be opened after the
drawing-faucet is applied, without the usunal
wasteand inconvenience which alwaysattends
the faucet attachment in kegs where my inven-
tion is not used. o o

My invention will first be fully described in

the specification, and then fully and specifically. I

pointed out and defined in the claims annexed
thereto. - ' | R

- Referring to the drawings forming parf of
this application, Figure1is an elevation. Kig.
2 ig an elevation. Fig. 3 isa detail view. Fig.
4 is a plan, showing the attached. or:remova-

longitudinal section.- Fig.61s a section taken
transversely upon the line v z, Fig. 4." Fig. 7
is a transverse section taken upon the line y v,
Fig. 5. Fig. 8 is a detail view, showing one of
the parts detached. ¥ig.9is a detail view,
showing a detached part. -

A in said drawings indicates a short strong
tube, screw -threaded upon its exterior for
about two-thirds (%) of its whole length, to
adapt it to be screwed into the head of a beer-
keg, the outline of the latter being shown in
broken lines at B B, Fig. 4. A nut, C, 18 cast
on the tube, and upon the other side thereot
the said tubeis continued for a short distance,
the periphery of the continuation being divided
into two distinet threaded sections, D D/, the
former being of greater diameter than the lat-
ter,.and a plane finished surface, a, being lo-
cated between them.

| E, Fig. 8, is a detachable core adapted to
fit the hollow space within the tube A. It is
provided with an enlarged ¢ylindrical portion,
F,at one end and a somewhat smaller portion,
E/, at the other end. The former is provided
with a central bore or opening, b, leading to
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sides, as shown at e in Figs. 7 and 8. The
end of the tube A is bored in two places, as
indicated in sectional view in Fig. 5 atf f.
These perforations f f are so placed that they
| will register with the channelsorslots ee when
the core is turned so as to bring it into the

position shown in Fig. 5. An inside nut, G,

fits the open end of the tube A and bears

against the core E, holding the latter in posi-
l tion and pressing into the tube A, so that ali

the joints will be tight.

tral opening, ¢, which forms a continunation of
| the bore or channel . ' |
'~ In the head T of the core E twopins, 11, are

placed atright angles to theaxisof the core and

adapted to move in slots ¢ 4 cut in the part D of

slots the core E is caused to revolve about one-
quarter of a revolution, thereby cutting oft
| communication throngh the perforations ff

F two diverging channels or perforations, d d.
' The part F/ also is slotted upon two opposite

The nut ( has a cen~

the tube A. By furning these pins 1n Said-
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and the slots ¢ ¢, the solid portionsof thehead 8o

F coming in front of and closing the said per-

forations ff when the core is revolved. The
pins I 1, as showninthedrawings, project very

slightly above the surface of the part D, but
in practice they will be so constructed that
| they shall not project ; but by cutting away a
little of the metal of the tube around the open
or upper ends of the slots 4 ¢ a wrench may
easily beapplied to theendsof said pins, where-
by they may be operated. |
L, Fig. 3, is an interiorly-threaded cap fit-
ting the threaded portion D of the tube.
Any ordinary fancet may be attached to the
tube by screwing it upon the smaller threaded
section D/in the manner shown 1n brokenlines
in Fig. 4. |
The operation of the device is as follows:
The tube A is permanently attached to the
keg, being screwed into the head until the nut
C bears against the wood. When the keg is
filled the core E is turned so as to close the
| perforations f f, the cap L is attached to the
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and the nut G.

2

end 1n themanner illustrated in Fig. 1, and the |
keg is shipped to the consumer. Upon its ar-
rival the cap L is removed, a faucet is screwed
upon the portion D’, and, the faucet-cock be-
ing closed, a wrench is applied to the pinsI I,
and the core is revolved until its slots e e reg-
ister with the perforations f #in the tube. The
beer at once enters the faucet through the
channels d d and b and the opening ¢ in the
nut G, and by operating the fauecet in the usual
manner the beer may be drawn. When the
contents of the keg are exhausted the faucet
is removed, the cap L again attached, and the
keg 1s returned to the brewery to be refilled.

By theuse of thisinvention the keg is quickly
and easily tapped by any person without the
loss of one drop of beer and without the slight-
est danger of its flying from the bung upon
the clothing of the operator, as so often hap-
pens when the keg is tapped in the usual man-
ner. Moreover, the whole operation may be
periormed in very much less time, without
noise, and with far greater ease and conven-
ience. |

In order to make the fittings perfectly tight, |
thin rubber rings or washers may be laid be-
tween the end of the core and the inner end of
the tube, also between the head F of the core

A tap and faucet for barrels has heretofore |
been constructed of a tubular outer shell pro-
vided at its rear end with a tapering plug hav-
ing ports or channels, and its small forward
end provided with projecting lngs, with which
engage the slotted end of a faucet, so that by
turning the faucet the plug can Dbe rotated for
opening and closing ports or perforations in
the outer tubular shell.
however, does not constitute my invention, and
1s not, claimed by me.- .

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a permanent faucet attachment for

Such ceonstruction, |

barrels and kegs, the combination, with an
outer hollow shell having end perforations, of |
a rotating core inclosed entirely within the
shell, and provided with slots or channels at
each end and with attached devices controlla-

2oA,D'¢"¢

thecore without manipulating thefaucet, which
18 applied to the outer end of said shell, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a fawcet attachment for barrels and

kegs, the combination, with an exterior hollow

shell having perforations in its rear end, of a
chanuneled rotating core having eylindrical end
portions, and inclosed within the shell, and
provided with means controllable from the ex-
terior of the shell for rotating the core inde-
pendent of any movement of the fuucet applied
to the outer end of said shell, substantially as
and for the purpose described. -

- 3. In a faucet attachment for barreh and

kegs, the combination, with an exterior hollow
shell having end perforations and a rotating

the exterior of the shell independent of any
movement of the faucet attached to the latter,
of a nut screwed within the outer end of said
shell, and provided with a perforation register-
ing with the channel in the forward end of the
core, substantially as described. |

4. The combination, with the shell A, con-
structed in the manner set forth, of the core E

55

60

channeled core enlirely inclosed within the
shell,and provided with means to rotateit from
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and nut G, said core being provided with pins

11, lyingin slots ¢ ¢ in the shell A, and adapt-
ed to be turned to open the communication be-
tween the faucet and keg, or to close the same,
substantially in the manner and for the pur-
pose set forth. |

9. As a new article of manufacture, a per-
manentfaucetattachment, consisting of ashell,
A, having threaded surfaces, a nut, C, and two
differently - sized portions, D and D’, both
threaded, a core, I, having the ecylindrical
ends Iand F, channeled and slotted,as shown,

the perforated nut G, and the detachablecap L,

the said core being provided with pins I I, ly-
lng in slots ¢ ¢ in the part D of the shell, and
sald shell being perforated at 7/, all substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.,

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence ¢f two sub-
seribing witnesses. | |

 WILLIAM W. SWEENEY.

Witnesses:

1. A. WAINWRIGHT,
SOLOMON LAPIN.
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