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To all whom it may concern : N
Be it known that I, IsSAAC S. SHERWIN, of

Battle Creek, county of Calhoun, and State of

Michigan, have invented a new and useful Im-

provement in Latches for Sliding Gates; and

I do hereby declare that the following is a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

tion, which will enable others skilled in the art |
to which it appertains to make and use 1t, ref-

10 erence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, forming a part thereof. -

My invention relates to an improvement in
latches for sliding and rolling gates; and 1t
consists in a pawl pivoted in aslotin the gate-

15 post, the lower end of which pawl rests in the
beveled end of a projecting gate-rail, whereby
the gate is securely fastened, the pawl being
combined with a lever or levers for tripping it

- and causing it to release its hold of the gate-

20 rail, as will be more fully described herein-
after. _ . .

My invention is designed particularly to op-
erate in combination with my gate-support for
which I obtained Letters Patent of the United

2z States, dated June 14, 1881, No. 242,797; but
it may be used in combination with other gate-
supports as well. | |

In the accompanying drawings, I'igure 1 1s
a side elevation of a sliding gate provided with

|

Ji

30 my locking and supporting devices. Iig.21s |

an enlarged view of the locking device.
A represents a gate mounted upon the sup-
port B, secured between the posts C C. 'Lhe
lower rail of the gate rests in the slotted stud
35 D, fastened in the ground about midway be-
tween the gate-posts. The bottom rail, ¢, and
~ the middle rail, b, of the gate are provided
with projecting ends, that enter the slot ¢ in
the gate-post BE. These projecting ends are
40 rounded or tapered off on their under sides, as
shown, to enable them to slide freely over the
transverse pin d, with which the slotted gate-
post It is provided. This pin is placed near-
the inner edge of the gate-post, and at a suita-
45 ble height to place the gatein a perfectly hori-
- zontal position when the rail b of the gate is
- resting uponit. The upper portion of the pro-
jecting end of the bottom rail, a,is sloped away,
as shown at e, Fig. 1, so as to allow it to slide
zo under the lowerendof the drop-pawl g when the
gate is elevated, so as to allow small animals |

the middle rail, b, is provided on its upper edge
with a N-shaped bevel, f, as shown. Near
the upper end of the gate-post E is pivoted the
drop-pawl ¢, which hangs in the slot ¢, and is

prevented from assuming a vertical position

by the pin ¢/, which strikes against the outer

edge of the post when the pawl has reached

its proper position. (Shown in Fig. 2.) The

‘bottom edge of the pawlisslightly beveled, as

shown., | |
To the outer end of the gate is pivoted the

“bent lever £, the lower end of which projects
into the slot ¢ when the gate is closed, and

rests.against the inner lower side of the pawl
g. The inner end of the lever serves asa han-
dle. On the top of the gate is pivoted a some-
what similar lever, ¢, which is connected to the
lower lever by means of the rod k. FPedes-
trians -use the lower lever when unlocking the

-gate, and mounted horsemen use the upper le-

ver.
The operation of my invention will be read-

ily understood from the foregoing description.

A latch thus constructed fastens the gate

securely, and it is exceedingly cheap, simple,
and easily manufactured and operated.

Having thus described my invention, 1
c¢laim— L |
1. In combination with the gate-post E, pro-

vided with a transverse pin,d, and with a drop-

pawl, g, a sliding gate provided with a pro-
jecting tapering beveled rail, b, which rides
over the pin d and engages with the pawl g,
the gate being furthér provided with the con-

nected levers h i, adapted to unlock the gate by

tripping the pawl, substantially as specified.
2. The slotted gate-post E, provided with a
pivoted drop-pawl, ¢, and a transverse pin, d,
in combination with a sliding gate provided
with the projecting tapering beveled rails a b,
and the lever , whereby the gate may be se-

cured either in a horizontal position or with

one end raised, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth, L

In testimony that 1 _é]alim the foregoing 1

append my signature.
| ISAAC S. SHERWIN.
- Witnesses:
JOHN R. ROBINSON,
T. W. HALL.
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