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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RicHEARD H. WADLOW
of Atlanta, in the countv of Ifulton and State
of Georgia, have mmvented a new and useful

Improvement in Fastening Devices; and I do

hereby declarethat the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the same.

My invention isan improved fastener or fast-
ening-clasp adapted to be used upon shoes,
gloves, and the like, and fitted also for use to
connect parts of harness., or to unite the ends

quired.

In thedrawings which accompauy this speci-
fication I have shown the clasp or fastener as
connecting the two opposite ends of straps.
This will show plainly the general mode of ap-
plication and use of the article.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a plan view

of the clasp with parts of the straps attached.

Fig. 21s a side elevation of the clasp with parts
of the strap attached. Iig. 3isalongitudinal
central section of the clasp and ends of the
straps when the clasp is in closed position.
Fig. 4 shows the clasp with the hinged parton
one side entering the openmﬂ* on the otber.
Figs. 5 and 6 show' the parts in slightly dif-
ferent positions, ready for attaching them to-
gether.

Heretofore clasps of various forms have been
devised which have parts on opposite ends of

straps or opposite edges of various articles of

wear or use, sald parts interlocking in various
ways. 1 have aimed by my special construc-
tion, as shown, to provide at the same time
cheapness of construction, ease in operation,
and security of attachment. All these quali-
ties will appear from the subjoined description.

Reterring to the drawings, A represents a
plate, which may be made of any suitable metal
and ornamented to suit the taste, or according
to the special use for which 1I; 18 mtended
Preferably it is slightly curved or convex on
the outer surface from end to end. It is pro-
vided, as represented in the drawings, with
teeth tormed integral with the body, and adapt-

~ed to be inserted into the leather or fabric to
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which the clasp is applied; but these may be
omitted and any known or suitable means of
attachment may be applied instead. The body

of this part is provided with a craciform slot, |

i a,the transverse arms of which are the shorter.

This part, with the slot described, is adapted
to receive the upturned end of anothel part,
B, which, as shown, is provided with means
for attachmeut to the strap or'fabric edge, like
that deseribed for part A. Of this part the
uptarned end b is made to fit the transverse
part of the slot @ and to pass through the
part A. This upturned end is slotted trans-
versely to receive the small strap or flattened
ring of the piece C, whieh locks the two parts
together. This piece Cis curved on its upper

surface to conform to the upper surface of the

part A, on which 1t lies and fits snugly when
the parts are locked together.

- The under strap or ring portion, d, of the'
part C is made to fit accurately the longltudl-

nal part of the slot a, and also to pass through
the slot in the upturued end of the part B, in
which slot it slides freely. It is so ﬁtted to
said part B that it may be turned up to form
a nearly straight continuation of said part. In
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this position, as shown in Fig. 5, the part C

may be passed up through the transverse slot
in part A, and when thus drawn through the
upturned end of part B is in the said trans-
verse slot. The fastening part or piece C may
then be slipped, along with its strap or ring
part d, in the longitudinal part of the slot «.
When it has reached the end in this movement
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the whole of said strap orring portion will fall

into said longitudinal slot, and the part C will
lie snugly on the part A, the. two parts being
thereby securely iuterlocked. Manifestly only
so much play of the parts is required as will
render it practicable to raise up the forward
end of the part O, as is necessaryin orderthat
it may be drawn forward to unlock. The parts
cannot beunlocked without thismovement, and
any force applied to the straps or fabric so con-
nected to draw them asunder will only tend
to force the locking parts more ¢loselyinto con-
nection. ‘I'he natural elasticity of the leather
or fabricto which these clasps will ordinarily be
applied will hold the partssecurelyinterlocked.

Neatness of finish and proper strain upon the -

parts are gained by attaching the part A above
and part B underneath the strap or fabrie.
For glove and shoe fastenings these clasps
are specially convenient, since the part C forms
a linked continuation of the part B, and after
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entering the slot of the part A may be oper-
ated as alever to draw the edges of the con-
nected leather or fabrie closely together. The
surface of the part C may be ornamented or
embossed in any desired manner.

The parts may be struck up out of sheet
metal and put together with very little ma-
nipulation.

The part C may be varied in shape, and may,
though not so conveniently, be made to move
across the part A, instead of longitudinally
therenpon. The strap or ring portion d 1s cut

—out integral Wiﬂl the bodyand bent under into

I§5 .

Hawnn‘ thus descllbed my mventlon, n]nt

| I elaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent of the United States, 15—
In combination, the p‘ut A, having eruci-
form slot a, the part B, hq,vlng upturned slot-

ted end, and the part O, provided with strap 2c

d, adapted to -slide freely in the said slotted
end, and to fit the slot «, the whole constructed

:;md operating substantmll y as desecribed.
In testimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub- 23
scribing witnesses.
RICHARD: H. WADLOW
Witnesses:
- MirnToN A. CANDLER.
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