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To all whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, JogN H. BARNES, of
New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Oonneeticut,'hme invented a new Im-
provement in Lock and Latch Escutcheons;
and I do hereby declare the following, when
taken in conneetion with the accompanying
drawings and the letters of reference marked
thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the same, and which said drawings
constitute part of thls f:peuﬁmtlon, and repre-
sent, 1In—

Flgure 1, a tfront view; Lig. 2, a tmn%verse
section.

This invention relates to an 1mpr0vement 1n
escutcheons for that class of locks commonly
called “tubular” or ¢eylindrical,” and which

employ a flat key, which, entering the tube, |

tarns with it in drawing or throwing the bolt.
In the usual construction either the escutcheon
is provided with a disk in the center, having
a slit corresponding to the transverse section
of the key, the said disk arranged to rotate in
the body of the escutcheon as the keyis turned,
or 1t is made without the revolving disk,

having simply a circular hole; the diameter of

which is sufficient to allow the key to pass
through and turn. In eltherconstruction there
is nothing to indicate in which direction fo
turn the keyv. In the escutcheons which have
the rotating disk in the center, another diffi-
culty exists—that is to say, the disk is liable
to be turned and bring the slot out of line with
the slot in the c¢ylinder, so that a person fre-
quently has difficulty in properly inserting the
key. Again, this class of escutcheons, while
most desirable from presenting the best fin-
ished appearance, are expensive. Those which
have simply the cireular hole do not guide the
keyv, but leave exposed the necessary hole in
the door

The object of this invention is to construet
an escutcheon which may be made less expen-
sive, and can Dbe stamped irom sheet metal,
and which shall not only properly and cer-

come the before- mentwued c11ﬂ1<3111t1es and the

| of the key into the tube.

| diametrical slot, its central width being that

of the thickness of the key, and expanded at
1ts two extremes, as more fully heremafter de-
scribed. -

A represents the escutcheon, which may be
made of cast or wrought metal In its center
is the key-hole a, (here shown as in vertical
position.) It extends diametrically across the
central portion, its length snubstantially equal
to the width of the key, and at 1ts center its
width is substantially the thickness of the key.

In that class of locks or latches in which the

tube turns in but oneé direction, one side, b,
will be vertical from the center upward the

other side, d, vertical from the center down-

ward—that is, the two parts b d are in lines
parallel to each other. At the top the hole is
expanded—say turning to the right side e {from
the center upward, and on the opposite side, f,
from the center downward, turning to the left,
the sides e f parallel to each other, as are the
lines b d.

The key is inserted vertically, bearing upon.

one side against the edge § above and the
other side below against the edged, these two
sides forming guides for the proper direction
Then the key may
be turned until it brings up against, or nearly
against, the inclined edges ¢ f, and sufficiently
to withdraw the bolt. |

If the key requires to be turned in_ the op-
posite direction—that is, to the left instead

of to the right—then the escutcheon will be

made accordingly, or may be turned over to-
ward the left, the sides ¢ f then being the

guides for the introduction of the key; orif it

be a latch in which the key may be turned in
either direction, then the key-hole will be ex-
panded at the top and bottom accordingly.
The center, remaining in width equal to the
thickness of the key,serves as a guide for the
key.

This construction enables the escutcheon to

{ be made from sheet metal, because 1t can be

strunck up and the key-hole cut; or it may be
made of cast metal. It covers the end of the
tube as perfectly as the rotating disk-escutch-

Invention consists in an escutcheon hfwmg a | eon,and is very much cheaper in construction,
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2 - 253,663 %
and does not expose the hole in the door as in | the key, and expanded above and below to
the escutcheon without the rotatin o disk. ‘bermit the turning of the key for the with-
I claim— - L drawing of the bolt, substantially as described. 1o
The herein-described escutcheon, havin o the | | JOHN H. BARNES. |
5 key-hole diametrically across its center, in Witnesses:
width at the center substantially equal to the J. H. WooLASTON,
thickness of the key, to serve as a guide for Jos. C, EARLE.
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