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"To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, ALFRED BAXTER, of

Grand Rapids,inthe eeunt,y of Kent and State

of Michigan, have invented certain new and

g useful Improvements in Shirts, of which the
following is a specification. _

The first part of my invention relates to the
~ classofshirtsin which are-enforceis used topre-.
- ventthebodyfromwearingortearingattheedge
1o of the bosom. Heretofore,so far as I‘am aware,
such re-enforces have extended on each side of
the bosom only,and have not extended around
the end or bottom of the bosom. It has been
foundin practicethat such a constructionleaves
the shirt just at the bottom of the bosom very
weak, as there is practically as much, if not
-more, strain and wear there as elbewhele In

laundering, in drawing and straightening the

bosom over the ironing - board there 18 great
strain at this point, and the body of the shirt
is liable to be torn from the bosom. The ob-

ject of this part of my invention is therefore
- to remedy this defect; and it consists broadly
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in extending the re-enforce around the bottom

or end of the bosom as well as on each side.
The next part of my inveution relates to the

seam for unifing the bosom, re-enforce, and

shirt-body. Its object is to jein them Dby a
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smooth compact seam in such manner that

the re-enforce and body will not extend under
the shirt-bosom beyond the line of the seam.
Heretofore, so far as I am aware, it has been
difficult and practically impossible to have the
re-enforee extend a uniform distance from the
edge of the seam under the bosom. The bosom
has thus been nnequal in thickness at different
points near its edge and correspondingly lia-
ble to break and become unsightly. Further

30

35

than this, it is objectionable to have the re-en- |

force extend beyond the line of the seam under
the bosom, because in laundering the edge of
the re- enforce becomes displaced, raveled out
or ragged, rolled up, and distor ted and when
the bosom is ironed forms an unswhtly im-
pression upon it. |

The next part of my invention consistsin an
improvement in the shape of the bosom and
the manner of uniting the bosom and body at
the neck or yoke, whereby a better fitting shirt
so is produced and the bosom i less liable to
break, as wﬂl be fully set forth.
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placed over the face of the bosom B and the

In the accompanying drawings, FFigure 1 is
a front view of a front of one of my 1mpreved

shirts. Figs.2and 3are enlarged detail views,

showing the seam for uniting .the bosom, Te- 55
enforce and body, and the maunner of for mmn*

1t; .;md Fig. 4 is a view of a shirt showing tbe
1mpreved shmpe of the bosom.

In the drawings I have shown the bottom of
the bosom as curved or rounded. I prefer this 6o
form as being more durable and better fitting
and as presenting a neater appearance. |

The re-enforce A is shown as extending, as
usual, from the arm-hole and yoke on each
side; but instead of reaching to the side of the
bosom at 1ts end orabove the end only, as has
horetofore been the case, it extends entirely
around the sides and bottom of the bosom B,
and is firmly stitched to the body C of the
shirt. By thus making the shir{ it isrendered
more lasting and neater in appearance than
could otherwise be the case.

The improved seam by which the besom re-
enforce, and body are united is formed in the
following manner, reference being had to Figs.
2 and 3: The thicknesses of which the bosom
B is composed are preferably first stitched to-
gether, as shown at «. The re-enforce A is
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body O behind it, in the reverse position from
what they will oceupy when the seam is com-

pleted. The edges of the body, bosom, and

re-enforce are brought nicely and uniformly to-
gether, as at a/, and are sceured by a line of
stitching, D, which extends entirely around 8s
the bosom. 'I‘he re-enforce and body are then
drawn away from the bosom, as shown in Ifig.
3 and in dotted lines in Fig. 2, into the posi-
tion for the final stitching, and are folded down
on the line of stitching D, as clearly shown.
I then run a line of stitching, L, along the
folded edge of the re-enforce, which stitching
passes through the bosom and the folded edge
of the shirt-body. It will be observed that
the inner line of the seam between the bosom
and the re-enforce and body is formed by
smooth folded edges If If of the latter, and
that no portion of the re-enforce projects under
the bosom beyond the line of the seam. A final
line of stifching, (z, is then run around the oo
bosom, so as to firmly secure the inclosed or en-
folded edges of the bosom, re-enforce, and body
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and the exposed face of the re-enforce and body
at the outeredge of the seam. Theseams thus

formed are absolutely uniform in thickness and
width around the entire bosom, and no one

portion is heavier than anothel The result
1s that the bosom will not be liable to break
at any one point more than other. The face
of the bosom is vot marred by an impression
of an inwardly-projecting ragged re-enforce,
as above mentioned. The seam is also, so
far as I am aware, more durable and firmer
than any heretofore known. Owing to the
fact that the edges of the thicknesses of the
bosom (of which there may be any suitable
number) are accurately stitched together Dbe-
fore the final stitching to form the seam, no
one of the thicknesses is liable more than an-
other to either be drawn toward orforced away
from the needle in stitching the bosom, re-en-
force, and body together, and there IS there-
fore, of course, no ]IabllltV of there being more
fullness in one of the thicknesses of the bosom
than in another. Consequently the bosom is
uniformly smooth, is more easily laundered,
and presents a handsome appearance.
course shirts of any description having bosoms
may be made in the manner desecribed. 1
would mention that in making colored shirts
the re-enforce i1s placed on the inside.

My improved form of bosom is shown in
IFigs. 1 and 4. Instead of carrying the bosoms
straight up into the yoke or shoulder seam H,

as has heretofore been the case with bOSOIIIS'

which are stitched or secured to the body
around their entire edges, I cut or curve the
upper corners, K, as shown and preferably do
not include t.hem In the shoulder-.seam. Iam

thus enabled to produnce a perfectly fittine and
The bosoms readily mhpt |

comfortable shirt.

themselves to the shape of the wearer and are
not liable to bend and break.

I am aware that a shirt having a flap-like
bosom which is open at one side and buttoned
to the collar-band on that side has been shown
in a patent as having its upper corners curved
into the collar-band;

but the purpose of the

Of
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patentee in that case was different from mine,

and any advantage which might result from

the shape of the bosom in that case would be
defeated by the open or looseside of the bosom,

which would tend to break and get out of p]ace

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A shirt having are-enforce, A, whlch ex-
tends around the sides and bottom of the
bosom, substantially as set forth.

2. The improved seam .for shirt - bosoms,
fmmed by bringing the edges of the bosom
re-enforce, and body together, as descrzbed
stitching them, folding the body and bosom
back mto theu final position, and then stitch-

ing around the edge of the bosom to secure

the parts, as set forth.

. The combmation , Substantially as herein
set forth, of the bosom the re-enforce, and the
body, the bosom bemcr placed between the re-
enforce and body, as descrlbed the parts se-
curely stitched, the body and re- enforce folded
back, and the palts finally secured by stitch-

ing.
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4, A shirt having A boaom which is secared

to the shirt-body entirely around its edge, and

.the corners of which are curved or cut away,

substantially as set forth.

5. The combination of a shirt body and
bosom, which is secured to the body entwe]v
&round 1ts edge, and baving its upper corners
carved or cut in and not included in the shoul-
der-seam,

6. The combmatlon of the shirt-body, the
bosom having its upper corners curved in, as
described, and a re-enforce which extends en-
tirely around the sides and bottom of the
bosom, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name this 21st d“ly of November,

A, D. 1881
ALFRED BAXTIER.

Witnesses:
K. C. DAVIDSON,
L1.oyp B, WIGHT.
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