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Be it known that I, WILLIAM WESTLAKE,
of the city of Brooklyn,in the county of Kings
and State of New York, have invented a new
and nseful Improvement in Cuspidors, of which
the following is.a specification. o

1t 1s the object of the present invention to
provide a cuspidor with tubes into which the
tips of umbrellas can be inserted, whereby the
umbrellas are held in an upright position and

“their drip is received in the reservoir of the

cuspidor; also, to stiffen the laterally-project-
ing base-plate or platform of the cuspidor:
also, to provide means for securing the screw-
sockets in the bottom of the cuspidor, when
made of china or other frangible material.
The invention is illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which Figure 1is a central
section of a sheet-metal cuspidor provided with
tubes, and with a bracing or inclined base-
plate or platform detachably secured to its
bottom. Fig. 2 is a top view of a section of

the base-plate, showing flatings. TFig. 3is a |

section of a china cuspidor provided with an

interior shell or cylinder carrying umbrella- |

holding tubes, and showing the mode of secur-
ing a screw-socket in its bottom ; and Fig. 4 is
a top view of the tube-cylinder removed from
the cuspidor.. L
In the drawings, A represents the body or
reservoir portion of the cuspidor. SR
B-is the sheet-metal base-plate or platform,
extending laterally from the bottom of the-cus-
pidor. ' SR
a are tubes, preferably of sheet’ metal, at-
tached to the walls of openings in the flaring
lip O, and passing down into the reservoir of
the cuspidor. The upper ends of-the open

tubes ¢ may be inserted within and soldered

‘to-circular flanges projecting underneath the

flaring lip C, or preferably the flanges are in-
serted within the ends of the tubes, while their
lower ends project into the reservoir through
circular openings, and are preferably held in
place by soldering. . :Any desirable number of

‘these tubes may be used, but three or four will

- generally be found sufficient.
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The cuspidor may be of the form generally
in use, with such modifications as taste may
suaggest, It is desirable that it be provided -
with a base-plate or platform extending later-

| ally from its body to such an extent as to pre-
vent the cuspidor from being overturned when
the umbrellas are placed in the tubes. Al-
though it could be made to serve as an um-
brella holder in the absence of a broad base,
by leaning the umbrellas against the wall or
other support, yet-its utility would be vastly

ly broad to make it reliably self-sustaining
when part or all of its tubes are loaded with
unmbrellas. It is also very desirable, in cus-
pidors provided with platforms extending lat-
erally beyond their bodies, whether fitted for
umbrella-holders or otherwise, that the broad
platform ‘be of such material and be so con-
structed or shaped that it cannot be bent out
of shape by the ordinary conditions of use. It
has been found by experience that when such
platforms extend out horizontally from the bot-
tom ot the cuspidor the sheet-metal of which
they are usually formed, unless very thick, is
extremely liable to be bent out of its normal
position, frequently by droppingorlaying them
heavily on the floor in such way that one side
of the-platform will receive all the weight and
shock of the fall or blow. The result of this
18 that the broad bearing upon the edge of the

port to prevent overturning or upsetting, and
the cuspidor is liable to rock or roll. To rem-
edy this difficulty I form the sheet metal of the
base or platform with a flat central portion , D,
upon which the bottom of the-cuspidor is
seated, and with an inclination, E, sloping
downward from the part D toward its bearing-
edge, which conformation so braces and
strengthens the metal that when the cuspidor
‘1s dropped or laid heavily upon the floor, with
its weight received upon one side of the plat-
form, the foree of the fall will not be sufficient
to permanently overcome the braceof the metal
and cause distortion. An ineclination of from

fickent to give the desired strength and brace
to the metal. | -

- To give increased stiffness and rigidity to
the platform, if necessary, the metal may be
struck up into flutings or corrugations I, ex-
tending from near the body of the cuspidor to
near the edge of the platforin, as shown in Fig.

increased by providing it with a base sufficient-

platform ceases to be fully available as a sup-
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one-half to three-fourths of an inch in a base-
plate one foot in diameter is considered suf-

95

| ele N




10

IS

20

25

30

9 of the drawings.
“ing orinclined platform, as deseribed,and pro-

o | - 253,455

A cuspidor having a brac-

vided with flutings or corrngations, can be
made from moderately thin metal as X X tin,
and yet have sufficient strength and rigidity
to retain its form under all the ordinary con-
ditions of use. It will even sustain the weight
of a man without crippling or becommg perma-
nently distorted.

For additional security against crashing
from weights placed upon the platform, a hoOp
or ring, b is secured toits under side, between
the edge fmd the center of the platform pref-
erably at the shoulder ¢, beneath the edge of
the bottom of the cuspidor. This hoop suould
not come quite down to the floor, so as to 1n-
terfere with the full bearing of the structure
upon the edge d of the phttorm The platform
1S prowdud with an uprising rim, e, near 1ts
edge, of such height as to retain a moderate
‘Lmouub of fluid or other substance deposited
upon the platform.

The platforms are preferably secared to the
body of the cuspidor by a screw, s, rising from
the center of the platform, whlch 1§ screwed
into a serew-threaded sock(,t s', in the bottom
of the cuspidor. This scre-w-socket 18 easily
made of sheet metal, and when the body of the
cuspidoris of sheet metal is soldered or brazed
in position. When the body is of china, porce-
lain, or other frangible material, the screw-
socket is secured in place by forming a recess

~or eavity, f, preferably dovetailed in shape, in
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the bottom of thecuspidor,into which a proper
quantity of cement or equivalent material is
placed. The'serew-socket 1s then forced into

position in the cavity and is entirely embedded

in the cement, which, when hardened, acts, in
connection with the dovetail-wall of the cav-
ity, to hold the socket firmly in place. -
The edge of the body of the cuspidor should
be in a slightly lower plane than ifs central
portion, so that when the body 1s screwed to
the platiorm there will be a broad firm bear-

ing between the edges.of the bottom and the

platform.

It 1s preferred to form the platform with an
annular rise or shoulder, ¢, beneath the edge
of the bottom of the CllSpldOl, which adds to
the symmetry and beaunty of the str ucture, and
at the same time provides a convenient sur-

face for attaching the lloop b by solder, or

otherwise.

By making the atta(,hm g-screws and their
sockets of the same size the platforms and bod-
ies of thecuspidorscan beapplied inter _hange-
ably, whether the bodies are of sheet metal, or
of ¢hina or other material.

el

When the bodies of cuspidors are of china,
carthenware, or othersimilar material,it would
be 1mpractlcftble to construct them for um-

brella-holders by passing open tubes through

the flaring lip and into the reservoir, as here-
tofore described and shown for the construc-
tion of sheet-metal bodies. This method would
be expensive, and would weaken the material
and render it liable to easy fracturein use. In
such cases a shell, g, preferably of sheet-metal,
and provided with the desired number of tubes
to receive the tips of the umbrellas, is formed

to fit within the reservoir, so that it can be

readily inserted and removed through the
mouth or opening of the cuspidor. When in

position its lower edge will rest upon the bot-

tom and its upper edfre will be in contact with
the walls of the mouth of the cuspidor,as shown
in Fig. 3 of the drawings.

In cuspidors provided with broad platforms
the capacity of readllyr detaching the body
from the platform is of great advantage, as it
facilitates the close packmcr of the parts for
shipment, and enables the cuspidors, when in
use, to be ‘cleaned more perfectly and with less
hbor and trouble,

What is claimed as new is— - |

1. A cuspidor provided with tubes setin 1ts

body and adapted to hold umbrellas, substan-

tially as described and shown.
2. In a cuspidor, the combination of tubes

-set in its body and adapted to hold umbrellas,

and a base-plate or platform extending latel-
ally beyond the body of the cuspidor, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described |

3. A cuspidor provided with a base-plate or

platform detachably secured to its bottom and
extendmg beyond its body in a downward in-
cline to form a bracing-support, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

4, A cuspidor platform or base provided
with a flat central portion, DD, to receive the
bottom of the cuspidor, and Wlth an inclined
bracing portion, L, substnntnl]y as and for
the purpose descubed

5. A cuspidor-platform provided with the
bracing-incline E and a supporting hook or

ring, b, substantlally as and for the purpose

described.
6. A china or (_,mthenwme caspidor pro-
vided with a recess or cavity adapted to re-

“ceive a screw-socket, substantially as-and for

“the purposu descrlbed
WILLIAM WI‘bTLAKI‘

- Witnesses:
RomT. H. DUNCAN,
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