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To all whom it may concern : ] hooked lever D passes, as cle arly shown in

Be it known that I, HENrRY H. HUTCHII\S
of Fennville, in the wunt) of Allegan and
State of Mu,hman have Invented a new and

5 useful Improv cment in Wire - Stretebers, of
~which the following is a full clear, and exact
description.

My invention conslsts of a hooked bar or
plate carrying pivoted jaws at its hooked end,

10 and provided near its center with a hooked Ie
ver provided with a pawl for securing the de-

vice to the fence-post, and carrying at its
straight end a clamping device for retammﬂ*
the wire while a hold is being taken with the

15 jaws, a suitable guide being provided for guid-
| ing the wire to .Lmd tllr(}twh the cl*"l,mpmn de-
vice.,

The invention also consists of the details of
construction and the combination of parts, all

20 as hereinatter more fully described.

Reference is to'be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this Sp@ClﬁC"lthl]
in whlch 511]]11"11‘ letters of reference Illdl(}cbte
corresponding parts in all the figures.

25  Figure lisaplan view of my improved wire-
stretcher as 1t appears when applied for use.
I'ig.21s aside elevation, partly in section. Fig.
3isan end elevation, shomu o the clamping de-
vice; and Iig. 4 is an edge view of the jaws

30 for %tretchmﬂ the wire,

A represents the main bar or plate, which is
formed at one end with the pointed hook b, and
18 provided at the straight end with the bell
mouthed or hopper-shaped gunide B. The

35 hooked end of the bar or plate 18 formed with
the lugs ¢ ¢, between which the link ¢ is piv-

oted, and.the jaws or stretching-levers C C/ are |

hinged or pivoted to this link. The jaw or le-
ver (' 1s made larger than the lever C, and
40 the extended por tion 1s flattened to form the
vertical flange or plate d, and the lever C is
pivoted to thlfy Hange by the pivot ¢/, as shown
clearly in Figs. 1 and 4, and the jaws thus se-
cured together are pwoted to the link a, as
45 above mentmned by the pivot &’ passing
through this vertlml flange. The faces of the
Jaws or levers, where they come together for
grasping the wire, are creased or serrated, as
clearly shown in Fig. 4. Near the ceuter of
so the length of the bar or plate A the same is

formed with the slot f, through which the |

I'1g. 2,

The upper or outer edge of the main bar or
plate is formed with the series of teeth ¢, with
which the pawl I, whichispivoted tothe hool{ed
lever D, engages for holding the lever back
when 1t i'-, drawn toward the straight end of
the main bar or plate, for embeddmg its point
and the point of the main bar or plate in the
post for securing the deviee in position for
use. The two sides of the main bar or plate

are correspondingly perforated with the holes

¢ for the passage of the bolt ¢, for adjusting
the hooked lever D different (llbtd,n(eb AwWay
from the hook ) of the main bar or plate to suit
posts of different sizes

The diagonal plateb and ¢ of the hopper-
shaped guide reach past the edges of the ec-

~centric H, as clearly shown in Fig. syand form
a narrow throat or passage for the wire, so-

there will be no danger of the barbs catching
over the edges of the eccentrie while the in-
ner edge of l;he diagonal plate p of the guide
is flusly with the bed-plate n’ of theguide. The
plate o isextended, asshown atJm Figs. 2 and
J, above the plate ¢, and this extended por-

tion is provided with the arm or shaft h, upon
which the said eccentric H is placed. The ec-

centric 1s formed with the handle j, and is

held forward by the spring %k, which is placed
upon the arm or shaft » and wound around the
handle, as shown. The face of the eam is pro-
vided mth the steel plate I, which is rough-
ened, and which comes in contact with the
roughened steel plate n, placed upon the bed-
plate »' of the guide, so 'that when the wire 18
passed between these two plates it will be
firmly held by the eccentric while a new hold
18 being taken upon the wire by the jaws or
levers.

In use the stretcher is first to be placedin a
horizontal position against the post, with its
straight end toward the direction from. which
the wire1s to be stretched, and secured to the
post by foreibly drawing back upon the hooked
lever D, which embeds its point and that of
the main plate or bar into the post,in which
position they will be held by the pawlF. The
wire to be stretched is first to be placedin the
guide, which is done by lifting the eccentric
and passing the wire over the edge of the di-
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agonal plate ¢ and under the eccentric. The
wire isthen tobe foreibly grasped by the levers
or jaws C C’/, and the levers arethen to becar-
ried forward, stretching the wire. When the

¢ jaws or levers are loosened upon the wire, for

taking a new hold for still further stretching
the wire, the wire will be automatically retained
by the eccentric H, as will be clearly under-

- stood. |

10

To remove the stretcher after the wire has
been stretched and secured to the postitisonly
necessary to lift the pawl I and turn the ec-
centric H by the handle j and pass the wire
from under the eccentric over the short ornar-

row plate q of the guide.
The guide B is secured to themain bar A by

“means of the pin m, as clearly shown in Figs.

20

30

1 and 2, so.that the guide can beremoved and
replaced in a reverse position when itisdesired
to draw the wire from the opposite direction.
By this construction it will be seen that the
device is easily and quickly attached to and
detached from the wire and post and easily
handled, and that the jaws C O’ furnish a long
purchase fordrawing the wire with greatiorce.

Having thus described myinvention, I claim

asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The hooked plate or bar A, in combina-
tion with the levers or jaws C €/, guide B,
hooked lever D, and eccentric H, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

2. The hooked plate or bar A, formed with |

253,05%

| the lags ¢ ¢, in combination with the pivoted

link @ andthe leversC C/, pivoted thereto, sub-
stantially as described. 35
3. The hooked bar or plate A, formed with
the slot £, in combination with the hooked le-
ver D, provided with pawl F, the plate being
formed with the notches e, substantially as

and for the purposes set forth.
4, In combination with the plate or bar A,

40

| the eccentric H and the hopper-shaped guide

B, substantially as and for the purposes set
forth. |

5. The guide B, formed of thediagonal plates
0, p, and ¢, and the bed-plate n, the plate o.be-
ing extended above the plate ¢, and carrying
theeccentriec H, in combination with the main
bar or plate A, substantially as described.

6. The combination, with theeccentric H, of 5o
the diagonal plates o ¢, reaching past the edges

45

of the said eccentric, substantially as shown

and described, whereby a narrow throat or pas-
sage is formed and the danger of the barbs
catching over the edges of the eccentric 53
avoided, as set forth.

7. The guide B, secured to the bar or plate
A by meansot the bolt or pin m, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

HENRY H. HUTCHINNS.

Witnesses:
SOoLON C. KEMON,
Anmosg W. HARr'L.
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