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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, NATHAN HILL, of Clyde,
In the county of Allegan and State of Michi-
gan, have invented a new and useful Improve-
5 ment in Whiitletree-Hooks; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in

whitfletree-hooks; and it consists in forming a
solid hook connected directly to the whiffletree,
with bars or ridges running longitudinally
along the shank of the hook, for the purpose of
preventing the tug-link from- sliding back on
the shank and being jammed or twisted.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of my improved hook.-

A 18 a ferrule adapted to fit the end of the
whiftletree. B is the shank, and C the hook,
formed integral with the ferrule; and D is a
barb or cateh, extending at right angles to the
hook, over which the tug-link is slipped.

- On the shank B of the hook are formed ribs
or bars I, extending from the ferrule down to
that portion of the hook opposite the base of
the eatch . When the tug-link is slipped
over the catch and turned into position the
greater diameter of the bars I prevent any
backward movement of such link, which in
whiftletrees as usually constructed often re-
30 sults in jamming the link against the whiffie-
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tree in such a position that the pull is in a lat-
eral direction, and the links are very fre-
quently twisted and Dbroken. By my device
any such backward motion 18 entirely pre-
vented. The use of these bars or ridges also 33
increases the strengthof thehook without add-
ing to 1ts cost. |

I am aware that a whiffletree-hook has been
patented which is bentintoshape so astoleave
a shoulder against which the link may bear if 40
forced backward, and as my invention is con-

fined to the formation of ridges or bars upon

the shank itself, [ desire to diselaim the inven-
tion alluded to.

What I claim is—

1. In combination with the shank of a whif-
fletree-hook, the longitudinal ribs or bars E,
sunbstantially as and for the purposes set forth.

2. Thedescribed whiffletree-hook, consisting
of the ferrule A, rigid hook B, catch or barb D, zo
and the ribs or bars L, all constructed of a
single piece of metal. *

intestimony whereof I have sighed my name
to this specification in the prescnce of two sub-
seribing witnesses.
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NATHAN HILL.

Witnesses: |
EDGAR DIVERS,
J. K. DIVERS.
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