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To all whom 1t may concern: |

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM H, KRTELL,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Portable Trunk-Racks, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion. -
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Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improvement,
the center piece or top being removed. Fig. 2
is a sectional side elevation of the same, taken
through the line x z of Iig. 1, the center piece
or top being shown in place. FXig. S 1s a re-
duced sectional side elevation with the legs
broken off, showing the trunk supported there-
on.

The object of this invention is to furnish a
rack for supporting trunks, to facilitate being
moved readily from place to place without in-
jary to the carpets or floors, and which 18
adapted to be used as a table when not ased
for supporting trunks. |

The invention consists of a frame provided

with legs mounted npon casters and having a

removable center piece or top, as hereinafter
fully described. |

A represents a rectangular frame, the side
and end bars of which are made strong and
heavy and are firmly secured to each other.

To the coruners of the frame A are attached
the upper ends ol the posts or legs B, to tbe
lower ends of which are attached casters C.
The legs B are made of such a length as will
bring the frame A to such a height that a

~ trunk supported upon it will be in a suitable
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position to be conveniently packed and un-

packed.

To the corners of the frame A, a little below
itsupperend,aresecured corneror brace blocks,
D, to strengthen the frame and form a support
for the ends of the trunk I. The upper edges

low the upper edge of the frame A equal to the
thickness of the removable center piece or top,
E, so that the upper surface of the said center
piece or top will be flnsh with the upper edge
of the said frame. The middle part of the
trank I is supported upon one oOr inore Cross-
bars, If, the ends of which rest upon cleats G,
attached to the side bars of the frame A at a
distance from their upper edges equal to the
combined thickness of the center piece or top,
E, and cross-bar K. |

- If desired, cleats H may be attached to the
end bars of the frame A in such positions that
their upper edges will be flush with the upper

edges of the corner blocks, D, to give addi-

tional support to the ends of the trank I,
With this improvement a trunk can be read-
ily moved from one room to another and from

one part of a room to another, however large
and heavy the said trunk may be, and without

any danger of injuring the carpet or floor, and,
when desired, is adapted to be used as a table
simply by removing the trunk and placing the
center piece or top, E, in the space formerly oc-
cupled by the trunk. .

The center piece or top, Ii, may be covered
with a woven fabric or other suitable material,
or left plain, as may be desired. -
- Having thus fully deseribed my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— .

The frame A, having a central opening pro-
vided with corner brackets, D, longitudinal

strips E, and transverse piece I, and adapted -

to receive a trank or center piece, substantially
as shown and described, whereby the sald
frame is adapted to be nsed either as a trank-
rack or table, as set forth. -

WILLIAM H. ERTELL.

Witnesses:
JAMES T. GRAHAM,
C. SEDGWICK.
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